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THE RECESS. 



PART III. 



-C ROM this temporary death I was at 
last recalled by a sound that made me wish 
it had been indeed eternal — the voice, the ; 
tremendous voice of Williams. Of what 
horrors was my soul instantly susceptible! . 
What dreadful images swam before those 
eyes I hardly durst open ! Fearfully at 
length I cast them around — I saw I had 
been conveyed into the great room of our 
Recess*, sacred once to piety and innocence, 
but now, alas ! the shelter of rapine, per- 
haps <rf murder. A number of ill-looking 
ruffians stood ready to fulfil the worst com- 
mands of their ferocious confederate, who^ 
with malignant joy, contemplated two' 
hopeless victims unpitying Heaven seemed 
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2 THE BECESS. 

to have delivered entirely to his vengeance. 
I gave myself up for lost — myself-^l alike 
gave up lord Leicester, who, thus disarm- 
ed and surrounded, collected bis soul in si- 
lence, and resumed the majestic air which 
once could awe even this villain to subor- 
*dination, I every where perceived a va- 
riety of instruments, nameless to me, 
which I considered as the means of torture 
and of death; and only supplicated the 
Almighty to spare us the first, since to 
avoid the latter I supposed a fruitless 
prayer. 

"You see at last,** cried the exulting 
villain, ^* fortune^s whoel has made its cir* 
de, and my turn is come, lord Leicester. 
How could you hope to conquer a roan 
whose all was courage ? Neither sir Fran- 
cis, nor even Elizabeth, could long confine 
one who dares precipitate himself into the 
ocean in search of freedom ; not," added 
he in an ironical tone, '* that I shall fail to 
requite my obligation to you/* 

Lord I>icester replied but with a look"- 

a look so supericNT, contemptuous, and col* 

/ lected, that it wrought the rage of Wil- 
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Uatns to a still higher pitchi who turned 
towards me, malignity burning in every 
scar of his horrid face-^" You are welcome 
home, fair lady," continued he, " though 
your visit is an unexpected favour, without 
the idle train too, which once attended this 
idle favourite. You see we have made a 
little free with your hallowed mansion, but 
the saints take^ all in good part. Do you 
not inquire after your foster-father? he 
would tell us no tales, nor will he ever now 
tell you one." Oh, Anthony I I shuddered 
in.silence for thee, thou venerable murder- 
ed friend ! " Monster," burst forth lord 
Leicester, " hast thou, with unexampled 
cruelty, butchered an anchorite?" — ** I al- 
ways work safely," returned he ; " you 
have only saved me the trouble, for never 
would I have rested, till by some artifice I 
had drawn you once more hither, andGod^ 
you see, most graciously has sent you." 

** Blaspheme not thy Maker, oh cruel 
wretch !" i^ghed I, in a tremulous accent : 
"just, though severe, are all his ordina- 
tions^ and, lo ! with sad submission, I take 
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4 THE EEC£S8» 

the death appointed me even ftom thy 
hands !" 

** No," cried he, " though you are not the 
haughty beauty I adored, yet, as the wife 
of that imperious lord, you become but a 
more perfect means of exquisite revenge.'* 

The nature of that revenge blazed in his 
countenance — ^my heart turned to marble 
within me. I raised my eyes towards 
heaven in speechless agony, then rivetting 
them on lord Leicester, found life recede 
too fast, for my ear to distinguish one word 
of that bitter indignation which the voice 
it loved so loudly uttered. 

I almost doubted whether my senses 
were indeed returned, when I found my- 
self involved in impenetrable darkness. 
The piercing sigh of some oncf near me 
was the only sound that broke the stillness 
of the night. " If,** cried I, in a feeble 
tone, ^ that is the voice to which my heart 
was born to vibrate, oh tell me; beloved 
Leicester! wheflier the scene Which yet 
swims before my sight was real or a vi- 
sion ?"— *' Gracious Heaven !** returned he, 
in a voice yet more piercing, " you breathe 
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flgmn, my soul's best treasure ! the long^ 
long fainting, caused by the threats of that 
execrable mcnster, and which held during 
your removal into this dungeon, gave me 
hopes that you had finally escaped a fate 
too horrid for reflection. Oh^ dire extreme 
of despair and misery, when I am condemn- 
ed to wish you dead ! and yet what else 
can deliver you ?— yet think not, Matilda, 
I fear to follow ; — ah no ! the best blood 
burning in this bosom should joyfully em-^ 
balm you ; but the thoughts of all which 
may precede that moment, almost urges 
me to dash my distracted brain against the 
stones on which I lie, and shorten my own 
sufferings, since hopeless of averting yours." 
" Call up your fortitude, your reason, your 
religion,** returned I, in a firmer voice ; (an 
emotion which united all those sentiments 
diffusing itself through my frame) ^ dare 
I accuse the Almighty of injustice ? Will 
He, who first gave my helpless innocence a 
hallowed shelter wititdn these walls, ordain 
that they should prove its tomb? the 
shades <^ those who reared me will surely 
ri«e in it& defmce^'"-*-'^ Alacb ^7 love^!' 
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sighed he, in a despairing Toice, ''these 
visionaFy hopes may sooth the mind, till 
that sad moment nothing can avert — ^have 
you forgot that even in happier times you 
hoped nothing from the villain ? and is this 
an hour to expect a change ? Revenge and 
want have seared his soul to all humanity. 
How---how could k ever escape my memo* 
ry, that he was acquainted with the secret 
of the Recess? how, under such uncertain- 
ty, durst I ever venture within it ? but 
short-sighted man, solely employed in 
weaving snares for others, too late findg 
his own feet entangled, and falls an easy 
prey to the ignoble. Not satisfied with 
heading this set of .coiners, for such their 
apparatus proved them, the daring teiliper 
of Williams breaks forth in acts of plunder 
and barbarity, and even at this moment he 
is seeking new victims, though possessing, 
unsought, those he would out of the whole 
world have chosen." — " Shall we complain 
Heaven has quite abandoned us," resumed 
I, *' when it has given us but one moment 
to ourselves? Oh, Leicester! you have 
hitherto foUttd me a tender, anxious^ fear^ 
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ful woman ; but, alas,.! knew not till now 
the powers of my own soul. Abhorrent 
of shame and dishonour, it tempts me to 
the most desperate d^s ; if yours is in* 
deed congenial, it surely understands me ; 
assume a Roman courage, and save your 
wife, your spotless wife, from horrible pol- 
lution." — " So much I agonize at the idea,"^ 
cried loi-d Leicester, that were these hands 
free, perhaps '' — " And mine too," add- 
ed I, " feeble as they are, alike are bound ; 
yet surely despair will give me strength to 
loose them." The violent efforts I made 
at last broke the slight thong the villains 
had thought more than sufficient to confine 
one in my feeble state, and encouraged by 
my success, I sought lord Leicester. At 
the moment I restored his liberty, I half 
revived, while the sole use the tender Lei- 
cester could make of his arms, was to press 
me a thousand times to his swelled hearty 
which almost burst with anguish. I strug- 
gled against all the sad tenderness which, 
throbbed at my own. ** Oh, think no more 
of lov^" cried I, with increasing heroism ; 
^ it has given pl«;e to death — ^to worse thaa 
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death — rather imagine you hear this dun« 
geon once more open*** — ^**But can I fift 
that hand, which pledged itself for thy pro^ 
tection, against thy life, thy precious life r 
groaned he— -**can I deface that angel form, 
which still illumes my soul through all 
these complicated horrors ? And oh, our 
dear unborn ! fpr whom we gladly suffered, 
carfl--can I destroy it?**— •* Think, think, 
my love,** returned I, " that we have per- 
haps this only moment — ^had these wretches 
left any means of death in my own hands, 
do you imagine I would supplicate it from 
yours ? Strangle me now, while darkness 
favours. Your wife demands of you thi& 
final proof of love and courage ; hers will 
at least vie with it ; no groan, no struggle, 
shall issue from a heart which then will re- 
turn innocent to that dust from which it 
sprung, devoted alone to the adored hus- 
band with whose image it is doubly inha* 
bited." — "Oh, matchless, matchless wo- 
ttian !" cried my lord, flooding my cheek 
with tears of generous anguish, "never, 
never can it be ; my sinewa relax to child*- 
hood ; your unlooked-for fortitude, totally 
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THE KECraSC 9 

subdues imne» and mdts my soul to wo^ 
man's waakfteiis.—- Oh ! thou who gavest me ' 
thisr ange], eanst thou bav« abiuadoned her 
to bruf^ty, and me to dii^tra^tion 7^ 

A peal of thunder, which shook the 
ruins to their foundation, seemed tor^roye 
his boldness. Tlie livid lightning pervad-*^ 
ed our dungeon through many a time- 
worn aperture. During every tremendous 
illumination I gazed awe*struck on the 
ps^d face of my love, till suddenly glan* 
diig around, I gave a cry which startled 
even myself — ^glowing, gaspiiig, transport- 
ed, yet still unable to s^eak, I sunk before 
my lord, and clasping both his bands, alter- 
nately prest them to my heart, and lifted 
them, with mine, towards heaven. " What 
means my beloved?" exclaimed he, in al- 
most equal surprise and agitation ; ^* has 
pitying Providence deprived her of her 
senses ?'•—** Ah no, it is God himself wha 
has illumined them," faltered I at last ; 
" what dungeon has man yet discovered 
the Almighty cann<A: you have .oflen 
beard, my h)ve, of one communication 
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from the Recess to the Abbey : closed up 
on the death of Mrs. Marlow, it was never 
opened after, nor was it known to that 
horrible villain, Williams ; this dismal den 
contains it, and we tread on the only spot 
in the creation which could shelter us from 
the ruffians. In the comer on the right 
hand, covered with lumber, placed long 
since on purpose, you will find a trap- 
door; if you have strength to raise it, 
strong fastenings will secure it on the other 
side, at least till we reach the Abbey. Oh 
thou,** added I, devoutly raising my eyes^ 
" who alone couldst preserve us, continue 
those flashes, more welcome than ever yet 
the sun was." 

Impressed solely with the present dan- 
ger, it was not till we had descended into 
the vaults, and fastened that blessed door 
between ourselves and the banditti, that 
either recollected what he might apprehend 
at the Abbey. Assured that none but an 
opulent owner could reside in a seat so 
splendid, we vainly racked imagination to 
discover its present possessor ; yet persua* 
ded even our worst enemies would rescue 
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US with pleasure from a peril sa nearly 
eonnected with themselves, we were oblig- 
ed to defy every other. The housekeeper's 
roongi, into which the passage led, was emp- 
ty, yet scattered furniture, &c. indicated 
inhabitants. I hailed,^ with true devotion, 
that power who g^ve me once more to see 
the soft lustre of the moon, which on the 
subsiding of the storm diffused serenity. 
Retaining in his hand the bar (which had 
been one fastening of the Abbey entrance) 
as the only weapon in his power, lord Lei* 
oester followed my trembling steps ; they 
turned intuitively to the apartment of 
Mrs. Marlow ; ah that there I could have 
found her ! I paused at the door of the 
antichamber, aiid my heart sickened with, 
despondency — ^knowing that there was an 
immediate necessity for rousing and arm- 
ing the whole family, yet convinced we 
must at first alarm them as^ preternatural 
beings,, and afterwards, with the conviction 
that our escape introduced a danger to 
themselves, while ignorant whom we were 
going to appear before, well might t^e 
firmest heart tremble. Engrossed by thes9 
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yarious and affecting ideas, I hardly heard 
a sound, which made lord Leicester start 
forward, with an eagerness that might ea* 
sily have deprived me of the little strength 
Heaven had left me. The antichamber 
into which I immediately followed him 
was dark, but in the room beyond I per- 
ceived a light, and heard the voice of a 
woman apparently supplicating. Scarcely 
had I distinguished, in that of the man 
who answered her, the dreaded Williams, 
ere I saw lord Ldcester start fbrward, le- } : 
veiling the bar with so desperate a bold- 
ness, that the fall of the villain ascertained 
6ur safety. Instantly snatehing a knife 
from the wretch's hand, he pointed it at 
his bosom, but perceived a perforation in 
the brain, whi'ch made his punishment as 
teiTible as his guilt, and his death imme- 
diate. "Execrable monster,*' cried my 
lord, dropping the knife, " by unlooked-for 
means Heaven at last has finished thee P* 
— ." Gracious God !" cried the lady, " do I 
hear the voice of lord Leicester ?'* Amaz- 
ed at this discovery, and the preceding 
event, hardly could my trembling limbs 
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convey me into the chamber. ^ Approach^ 
my dear Matilda,** cried my lord, *• never 
more shall this wretch appal thee. Eter^ 
nal justice is satisfied with one blow, nor 
need I turn assassin even to him. Happy 
at the same moment in saving this lady, 
endeavour to interest her for those misfor- 
tunes in which she already seems interwo- 
ven." — ** Can lord Leicester ever know a 
misfortune in which I am not interwoven ?'* ! 

cried the lady ; " to have received my life | 

fix>m his hands alone could reconcile me to 
it.** Had I not knowiffhe speaker by her 
voice to be the fair Rose Cecil, such lan- 
guage must liave ascertained it : yet to 
find ourselves under the roof of our most 
mortal enemy, was a cruel stroke. *' Is it 
possible we should be in the house of lord 
Burleigh?" cried lord Leicester, disdain- 
fully. She, sighing, replied — " He fortu- 
nately is absent ; nor can you ever be un- 
safe in any house where I am mistress."— 
" You know not to whom you speak," 
cried T, in turn : ** alas ! Miss Cecil, do 
you still remember the friendship you have 
so dflLen professed for the unfortunate Ma* 
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tilda ? Ever has she lamented the sad ne- 
cessity of veiling her fate from a heart so 
noble; accept then, at this unexpected 
moment, that confidence I always longed 
to place in you ; and tell me whether you 
still can resolve to love her wha was the 
wife of lord Leicester long ere she saw 
you— her, who at this moment renders 
him a fugitive in his own country ?" Miss 
Cecil's dktressful eyes wandered from him 
to me for some moments in silence ;. then 
taking a hand of each, she first kissed, and 
afterwards uniting them, said,, with a Spar* 
tan firmness, *^My friend!" but turning 
instantly from him, to hide^her glowing 
cheeks and impassioned tears in my Ik> 
som, sobbed out^ " my deliverer !" Her 
beauty (which was- rendered more obvious 
by her disordered appearance, the ruffian 
having compelled her to rise and half-dress 
herself)*, her innocence, and her generosity, 
appeared at last a little to affect lord IjeU 
cester, who had hitherto shewn her an in- 
difference almost amounting to disgust 
*^ It remains with you, madam," returned 
be, in a softer voice,. ** now to be(K)me 
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mine. Miss Cecil no longer sees the wor- 
shipped favourite of an imperious queen* 
United alike by choice and law to the dear 
companion of my dangers, a chain of oc* 
eurrences reduces us to escape by unknown 
means from England, and with the utmost 
dispatch. Nevertheless, those even Eliza* 
beth^ rage might have spared, were only 
an hour ago devoted by that lifeless vil- 
lain. Escaped this moment almost from a 
den of slaugliter, hardly can we tell whe- 
ther the banditti^ ef whom this was the 
ringleader,, are not now surrounding us; 
Summon all your courage and your do- 
mestics ; and, while providing for your own 
safety, I need not solicit you to remember 
ours." — " Wlien I forget it, may I be con- 
demned to see you perish!" cried she; 
then tunring to me, with that innocent can- 
dour which eminently distinguished her, 
sought a pardon in my eyes. Collecting 
all her thoughts, she continued, in a few 
moments — " Astonished as I must be, both 
at your circumstances and your visit, my 
noble friends, curiosity yields to friendship. 
With the morning I expect my father, nor 
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is there any safety for you but immediate 
flight : nevertheless, this danger with which 
you say we are environed, must be the first 
consideration." I then explained to her 
the secret of the Recess ; the direful mis^ 
take which V had thrown us into the power 
of its present diabolical tenants ; and the 
desperation which the discovery of our 
escape, with the means by which it waa 
effected, must inevitably cause ; except in* 
deed the loss of Williams should abate their 
ferocity. While I talked, I frequently 
perceived her mind wandered on another 
subject. She surveyed the disguised per* 
sons and pale faces of both my lord and 
me a thousand times over. By fits she 
sliook with horror at the story I was re-^ 
lating ; and by starts she forgot 1 had been 
speaking, and obliged me to go back in 
my tale. Employed solely in concerting 
the means of securing our safety, her own 
seemed hardly a consideration. Such is 
the nature of love in the mind of a virtuous 
woman. *' I see," said she, when I had 
finished, ** the necessity of somebody's 
appearing, to aeoojunt to my servants for 
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the discovery of the villains. I see too 
that lord Leicester cannot be the pehson ; 
for who can fail to know him ?" The in- 
farence thus tenderly conveyed was ob- 
vious: one must be seen ; but I could not 
resolve to be that one, without a dismay 
which surpassed complaint. ^ Yes, my 
dear Matilda,'' added she, '* we must part 
with him for a little time ; but you will 
rgoin him for Hfe. By the ordination of 
Providence, as I could almost suppose, the 
son of my nurse is now in the house«-*a 
young man over whom that circumstance 
gives me a powerful mfluence. Against 
the choice of his friends, he embraced a 
sea-fiuing life, till he acquired money 
enough to purchase a small vessel, with 
which he trades between the coast of De- 
vonshire and that of France ; but already 
disgusted at the profession he chose, it was 
only yesterday he arrived here to solicit 
my interest with my father to promote 
him in a civil line. Say ncft then Heaven 
frowns on your flight, since it plainly 
pcmits out a secure mode of escape. I can- 
not but discern that every avenue to Hol^^ 
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land must be effectually closed ; but who 
could think of tracing you to the distant 
and obscure coast of Devonshire ? It is 
true, the journey is long ; but to compen- 
sate for that, you must recollect that it is 
safe. The travels of Arthur have been 
confined to the road by which he conducts 
you; and his connexions are doubtless 
among people who will furnish you with 
every common comfort, without having 
curiosity or understanding to penetrate 
through the mystery of your rank. I see 
too what your expressive eyes, my dear 
Matilda, would point out— the impossi- 
bility of long concealing the share I have 
had in your &te ; since how else can your 
miraculous appearance here, or the terri- x"^ 
ble death of my midnight visitor, be ac/ 
counted for ? But what of that ?" she ge- • 
nerously added, after a moment's pauset; 
** much ought to be ventured when ouralk 
is at stake." — *^ I have expected every mo- \^ 
ment," said my lord, '* some dreadful in- ' 
terruption from the rest of these wretches.'* 
" No," returned Miss Cedl, " I have every 
x^Mii to imagine t;^$ villain was alone. 
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When first, by his entrance, I started from 
the shimber into which I was falling, I 
began collecting my purse, and every or- 
nament near me: he rejected them all; 
and, compelling me to rise, commanded 
me, with terrible imprecations, to conduct 
him to the private carbinet where my fa- 
ther concealed his state papers; hoping, 
doubtless, by possessing them, to learn 
many secrets, which might ensure his own 
pardon ; for that must have been his ulti- 
mate object. I knew the character of my 
father so well as to debate whether I should 
not rather give up my life than a trust so 
precious, when the terrible intervention of 
brd Leicester released me from the con- 
flict. Yet I agree with you, that a mo* 
ment ought not to be lost; and first let. 
me lock up the room which contains so 
shocking a testimony that more than one. 
man has intruded there at midnight.'' 
Conscious of her own m^t, she encoun- 
' tered even the eye of lord Leicester with- 
out tremor, who could not but admire in 
her at that moment all the magnanimity 
and foresight which ennobles mitn, witjti 
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every softer grace that half deifies woman* 
For noty own part, I clasped her to my bo- 
som, declaring that I could never love 
her more than I did, long ere this proof of 
her merit. "This is the only topic dan- 
gerous to either/' returned she, a fear bea« 
tifying her smile, ** we will all love one 
another as well as we can. But now, my 
lord, attend to the next step, if you dare 
rely on my direction: we will conduct 
you to the door leading to the garden; 
make your way over the wall on the side 
ferthest fix)m the wood; a mile beyond^ 
you will find a bridge ; wait near it in si- 
lence ; Arthur shall first hide a horse for 
you, and then set out on another, to con- 
vey this lady, as if to her home, in some 
adjacent village ; the confusion attending 
the discovery of the vaulted passage will 
render the fiimily, most probably, inatten- 
tive either to her presence or departure ; 
and ere they are enough at leisure to dis- 
cover Williams, or form any dangerous 
conjecture, you will both be, I hope, be- 
yond the reach of discovery or pursuits 
But oh| my lord ! if you would have ei- 
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thep of the trembling wretches now before 
you survive this night of horrors^ use tiie 
strictest caution in seeking your appointed 
shelter, nor leave it till you hear the Voice 
of Matilda." 

Lord Leicester promised; arid conduct* 
ing him softly through the house, we 
reached the door leading to the garden. 
All the horrors of the past were short of 
what I felt at that moment. After the 
dangers I had shared and escaped with 
my lord, to see him depart was to quit 
my guardian angel, or to deprive him of 
his : yet, convinced that Miss Cecil was 
actuiated by the same fearful affection, I 
yielded to the desperate emergency. The 
closing of the door after him severed the 
hearts of both ; it was then only we knew 
the support we had derived from his pre- 
sence : wan, speechless^ helpless, we durst 
bardfty turn our eyes on any object but 
each other, nor utter a sigh but it swelled 
into a groan; and the ghastly body of 
Williains seemed for ever to impede our 
footstejis, floating the jpath with blood. 
Miss Dedl took the only possible nietbod-- 
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to divert oiir terrors ; and soon rdpBing ^ 
few terrifie() domestics, commanded jthem to^ 
summon all the family— *a. command whieh 
needed no repetiti(Hi. A f^w minutes ga- 
thered together eighteen or twenty men, 
sufficiently armed to secure us from any 
personal danger. I conducted the whole 
astonished body to the private door through . 
which I had entered ; I described the place 
to which it led; and, touching slightly on 
my own danger and escape, recommended 
to them that profound silence the villains 
had preserved towards us with such fatal 
success. During this time Miss Cecil se- 
lected the man she mentioned to us, and 
retiring into the next room, gave him her 
orders unobserved, so entirely did both 
my appearance and strange story engross 
the attention of every individual belonging 
to the family. Miss Cecil, rejoining us^ 
ordered them to divide, and that while jha)f' 
remained to guard the bous?, the rest . 
should descend, and passing into the dun- 
geon from wh^ce I came, wait the return 
of th^ banditti^ and s^ize them one by one 
9^-they entered. This conclusion of the 
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adventure j^e^fly, damped the ardour of 
the group; but/ a^^med to recede from 
a plaoe through which I bad escaped ap- 
parently alone, thejT departed in so nume* 
rous a body as might almost fiU the den in 
which I was lately enclosed ; the few who 
lemained hovering i^ear the entrance, sole- 
ly intent on the event of the enterprise. 
Arthur, in the interim, having the full 
command of the stables, made ready two 
horses in the manner already mentioned ; 
and Miss CecU, with her usual foresight, 
overwhelmed me with refreshments, which 
a little invigorated my exhausted frame : 
nor did she forget to provide Arthur with 
such as might recruit my lord ; selecting 
from her own wardrobe linen and every 
necessary the time and occasion admitted. 
Impatiently I expepted the summons to 
depart, which was preceded by a message 
from the Recess, that all yras hitherto en- 
tirely silent, and the door fastened as when, 
we left it ; — a drcumstanqe which appalled 
my inmost soul, as it seemed to leave us 
stUl in the reach of the merciless banditti 
With miiigled tears of grief and hope, I 
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embraced that g^erous JTiiend I never 
mare might see ; and, quitting the once* 
hospijtable mansion, which seemed of all 
the universe the only home my heart ac- 
knowledged, I seated myself behind a 
guide, whose sun*burnt features softened 
into a compasdon, few indeed could at that 
moment have denied me. The moon 
shone forth with resplendent lustre, and 
our road being in a contrary direction to 
that which before ensnared us, I recom* 
mended myself to Heaven, and anxiously 
expected the meeting with my lord. We 
had not proceeded far, when that dear pro* 
tector (who had in fearful affection for me 
defied his own danger, and returned aU 
most to the Abbey) started fix>m under a 
clump of trees, and with a voiee that dissi- 
pated terror, welcomed my return to free- 
dom, and sprung upon the horse otA* guide 
had before 1^ for him. Such is the effect 
ctf an evil escaped, that I almost forgot my 
excessive fatigue, and could have fancied 
myself safe. 

Hecent droubistances at first occupied 
nfty thou^ht% and during the intervds of 
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silence, the additi^i of a stranger mn$t xuir 
tufdly impose, my imagination once mom 
retamed to the dungeon ; it pictured the 
fear and horn^* the wretches themselves 
must in turn feel, whon unknown hands 
condeoined them to a &te like that they 
had allotted to us. Again I wandered to 
the couft ; I seemed to see Elizabeth bunx- 
ing with embosomed rage, while the help- 
less noble Ellinor became^ as itsj«imediat^ 
its only object I gready relied on the 
watchful friendship of all the Sy dneys, but 
hardly could Iliope even that would rescue 
her from the queen. I knew the letter 
lord Leicester had ordered to be delivered 
to EHzabeth two liours after our departure^ 
would in&Uibly explain to her the secret 
of our marriage ; which of itself confuted 
the tale lie had advanced concerning our 
birth : nor could I doubt but that every ar- 
tifice would be practised to unfold the 
wb<de mystery; and, alas! ungenerous 
minds too often fasten on the victim eruel 
fwtune puts most into their power. 
Yet in the haste and confusion attendu^ 
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our flight, vre had found it impossible to 
unite my Sister in it: rieither at that un- 
happy juncture could she be found, and all 
the care we could shew for her safety, was 
to recommend her in the most strenuous 
manner to those few friends we expected 
the discovery would leave us. While EUi- 
Hor had the resolution t6 retain her own . 
secret, we knew the power of the queen 
could not reach her^ and the strength and 
foresight she had at many times shewn, 
persuaded me that she was equal even to 
•this hardest of trials. Yet could I think 
of the insolent interrogatories and contume- 
ly she must inevitably encounter, without 
a bleeding heart ? to be the gaze of every 
eye — the object of every tongue — oh, great- 
ly did she need the consciousness of inno- 
cence, the pride of royalty to sustain her ! 
It had ever been our plan, if fortunate 
enough to escape safely into France, to re- i 
main still in disguise, till couriers from 
^England could inform us how far the plot 
of Babington, and particularly lord Leices- 
ter's knowledge of it, had transpired. If 
it appeared his share in that scheme was 
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.u«i^c0^vered, tny lord.: might with saktj 
javbw hitnself; as mf^ri^yirfg privately wkS 
^mpde only in the eye of Elizabeth. Aad 
knowing too well that her favourites ought 
jever to consider tlieir influence as precarif 
Ovs, lord Jjeieester had long since scatters 
ed lai^e. sums in the hands of dilFerenJt 
merchants in various kingdom s» as a re^ 
source . he now found his ojily one ; nor 
w^' it insufficient. If, on the contrary, 
we leaitit Elizabeth had dived into that 
dangerous mystery which he was censur- 
able only for concealing, by the charge of 
treason, she could perhaps affect his safety 
in Frantie, nay almost in Europe ; and to 
preserve hi« life* some disguise must still be 
maintained while h^rs lasted. 

Though separated in infancy from every 
one allied tb me, notlring could ever detach 
my bedrt frpm family claims ; not daring 
to k)ok towards my mother, I had always 
passionately desired to see the sole surviv- 
ing sister of my father, Margaret lady * 
Mortimer. Educated with the late queen 
in the Cathdic persuasion, she had married 
a general^, and with him held many distip:^. 

c 2 
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gftiished places under Philip and Milty. 
The revolution both in politics and religion 
caused by the accession of Elizabeth^ was 
fat^l alike to her honours and her pleasures. 
General lord Mortimer followed the wi- 
dowed king to Spain, and raised on his &^ 
vour a fortune that gave him power to fix 
l^s own fate, when death suddenly decided 
it. His relict retired to Rouen in Nor* 
m^y. where h» ^ter w., «,«, .bbe», 
leaving her younger, son in the 'service of 
Philip, and her elder in the army of 
Francis II, Naturally of an active teilQ- 
per, lady Mortimer could not resolve to 
give up the world, though attached to it 
only by disgusts ; she continued to lavish 
a large portion of the imniense fortune her 
mother and husband had united to bequeath 
her, in cherishing every exiled enemy of 
Elizabeth. Elated with the vain hope of 
one day seeing her ill-fated brother thron* 
ed in conjunction' with the queen of Scots, 
' she had entered into all his measmes while 
that union was in agitation ; and emerging 
once more from her convent, journeyed to 
Home, where she spared neitlier pains nor 



money to win friends who might au^ 
thome and ratify it She was among the 
few who knew the marriage secretly took 
place ; she even knew it was Kkely to pron 
duce h^rs of royalty and mii^ortune ; when 
the discovery^ trial, and execution of the 
duke of Norfolk, entirely crushed her last 
fond project. From that mcmient she 
had remained uninformed of the secret soul 
of Mary, and the fate of her unhappy ofl& 
spring. The avowed dii^ust she had shewn 
toward^ Elizabeth, made it dangerous' for 
her to return to her own country, and 
hardly in it could she have arrived atsqdi 
important intelligence, when once the bine 
was lost. Aspiring, rich, and restless, she 
had always afl^cted to appear the patmnesfit 
of all oppi^esded Englishmen ; and if I found 
it prudent to avow myself, I knew that I 
might safely rely on a welcome from her 
who would find with joy every h<^ so 
long extinct renovated in me. Our pre*^ 
sent journey conducted us to a coast bI^ 
most opposite to that of Normandy* £ 
fiuad^ a pleasure in having it in my power. 
to dakn my aunt's oares in the aj^roachr. 
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ing inelahcholy crisis, and wias no^wittiouir' 
hopes lord Leicester fnight safely appear 
in his owii person, when onee my sister 
had escaped to rgoin us. 

These various reflections ftiHy occupied 
my mind till the dawn of d«y, when our 
guide assured us we might safely i^st ifi-- 
the hamlet to which we were- near. . Gon- 
vinoed by Miss Cecil's confidence ih hiur 
that he' might fully be trusted^ I entered^ 
with weary limbs, a cottage; freih whence 
its laborious inhabitants were just issuiirg 
tjo work. They used their utmost diligence 
to ppoeiure us a homely meal, and-Wj& *e* 
lined almost stupified with intense fatigue- 
to a .bed which had only deatitiness to re- 
commend it. Here both sunk into a -sleep- 
so profound, that the day was closing when 
we arose. Our watchful guide aissured us ^ 
that we must hasten over the dinner which- 
had long waited for us, as we had many 
miles to journey ere we could find another^ 
sdfe resting^ place. Ekirnestly did I vmh- 
to remain with our present ho8t$ till the 
morning, but submitting to neeeMity, ' t«e- 
mounted in inlence. Arthur w^Il justifted 










tbe eonfidence of his lady, haviug selected. 
horses that never flagg^ through the 
whole journey, and always guarding 
a^inst discovery by conducting us through 
roads very little frequented : among which 
he foutid hamlets whose inhabitants were, 
gratified in merely seeing hida^ and who 
only attended to his companions in the. 
hope of obliging hin^ . I w)as astonished at 
observing how little curiosity we excited, 
forgetful that the mind is worn down with 
the body, and that a. common labourer 
rarely considers any thing beyond those 
common comfol:t» incessant industry al(H>e 
can procure him* 

Insensibly to the beauties of the country 
through which we passed, I was for ever 
employed in looking fer tlie sea, and wlien 
at last I ^scovered it,, strove to extend my 
sight beyond, and dwell on that shore 
where I aloiMK pould think lord Leicester 
safe. The nearer we drew towards the 
coastr the stronger my fears became. It 
was inhabited chiefly by men hard by na- 
ture and desperate by profession; accus- 
tomed to murder as well as plunder those 
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wrecked on the shore, they sternly exa- 
mined and defied every passenger, I could 
Hardly persuade myself that some of these 
were not stragglers from the banditti of 
Williams, and blessed Heaven as though 
all peril had been past, when we arrived at> 
the homely dwelling of Arthur, It stood 
on a lon-ely part of the shore, where lofty 
cliffs shooting far fntG> the sea, gave Ktfety 
in the little bay to a few fishing^boats and 
smalt vessels. Ah, how do our awakened 
passions entirely curb every prejudice f 
Those Hvid lightnings, at which my nature 
ever before i^runk,, appeared of late but the 
quivering lamp of love. Now I saw and » 
heard undaunted the encirdang sea (once 
the happy bmmdary of human pursuits),, 
whose restless waves roar a proud defi- 
ance to all who dare approach it ; and my 
sole fear sprung from learnings that the 
wind was entirely contrary^ aood the watery 
chasm yet impassable. 

Too late we lamented departing unat- 
tended. Unable in this sequestered spot to 
discover «F)y part of what had passed in the 
court i^nce our flight, and unwilling to 
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tru^ a$ ifTeU as utHiUe to spare our guide 
€Nr hiq fiieods U> make an inquiry at the 
next towiif several tedious days elapsed in 
mdancholy and conjecture. Arthur, not 
being able to go out in his own. Yesse^ 
without suspicions and examinations-we* 
durst not encounter^ hired a large fishings 
smack, in which he stored the few neceissa- 
ries oor Kmitedv situation allowed us tc^ 
provide^ and I watched without ceasing 
the playing of its streamers^ One evening 
I perceived theoa toddenly point towards 
France; rest having reoruited my str^gth 
and sjnritar, I . started up in a transport of 
joy. The few mariners being gathered at 
last togeth^, I stept with a lightened heart 
into a miserable boat, which bore us swift* 
ly towards that destined to e(M[ivey ns over^ 
when t wostrangers riding full speed to the 
diore,, called tor us U^ put hack with th^ 
most irantlc eagerness. I took the akrrn, 
and c^red the manners imaginary worlda 
to row on^ when AirtiHi,^ insisting that h^ 
knew the voice^ turned the boat. I threw 
my arm& round my lord» 9& thpugh,,9).j;; 
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heart would have opened to bide hiiii{ 
and regardless of bis remonstmiicesi^ fiiM 
We could be in no danger from <>nly two 
pebplb, however bo.^tile their intention, biy 
senses died away. Recovering at last, I 
found mysdf in the cabin of the vessd, re^ 
clinfng on - tlie bosom of lord Leicester, 
^vhile a youth who knelt at my feet ^^essed 
hiy hands alternately to his li^^e— ^•^ Look 
up, my beloved," cried ray lordj " arid setf 
irt^hom fortune has united in our exiW.** — 
*' Ah, rather do not look up, lovely MatiU 
fla," cried Miss Cecil (for it was that sweet 
girliiideed in the h&bit of a boy), ** till you 
have considered what reception you ou^it 
to give the selfish friend who has d^r^ to 
interweave her fate with yours. Yet bear 
befoi*e you judge tne," added she^ rising 
'with a mild majesty ivhich gave unspeak- 
iable graces to the blushes that ev^y mo- 
ment visited and retired from her cheeks. 
** I am going to lay my whole Heart before 
yon both. It is in vain to attempt veiling 
a weakness from lord Leicester, so' many 
cik^mstandes have concurred tobett»y ;;it 
remains with me then to ennoble it The 



dtscoveiy of your marriage, my amiable 
friends, quenched the last feeble hope 
which lingered in my heart. Convince4 
that my partiality could never constitute 
his happiness, I instantly resolved it should 
become his pride. Self-love expired be- 
fore the elevated idea. Ah, what but this 
could have enabled me to lead him into the 
garden at midnight, and take a look I then 
tliought a last one, without dropping a sin- 
gle tear ? I saw in at moment all the me- 
rit, the diarms of her diaracter whom h^ 
had chosen.. Should I hate her then for 
bein^ all I would have endeavoured to be ? 
for accepting, liiat distinction (which not 
depending on youth, beauty,, merit, or for- 
tune) is the dearest bounty of indulgent 
Heaven ? Ah, no,- my heart was juster, 
and welcomed her as one born to divide ii: 
with lord Leicester. Solely intent on the 
prosperous flight of both, I almost fatgot 
the servant's planted in. the llecess,.and the 
monsters* that infested, it. I fancied to 
myself those houcs^ when all your dangers ' 
past, , yoa would sometimes think of her, 
who could only think, pf you*. I heard 
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t)oth sfgii, and wishing btit to be enoogh 
remembered to soften without wounding 
ehher heart, I sighed myself; and started 
from these pleasant reveries at theyoice of 
our steward, who rushing sbraptly into 
the room, dismayed my every sense with 
his recital. — ^*Kejoice, madam, iSgoice^* 
cried the man with honest zeal, * and think 
thi^ stranger bom for your service. Never 
can we enough adore the astonishing inter- 
position of Heaven ! It is not long since 
when tired with watching in the dungeon, 
a variety of voices struck our ears, which 
soon approaching us, every man summon- 
ed all his courage ; shortly the door was un- 
bolted, and a ruffian darted in, whose dar- 
ing look was changed to an icy paleness 
(which lights from behind reflected) when 
he found each arm seized by one of our 
people, while a third held a pistol to his 
head. Uttering a faint imprecation, he 
alarmed the rest, and both sides immedi- 
ately fired. We then pushed forward 
without any regard for those who fell, and 
pursuing, the rest fhrough the various 
ftvenueii of the d&n, secured them all, as 
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we have reason to imagine, astomslnneht 
h^ depriving them of the power of resists 
ance. In tlie largest apartment of thia 
strange place we found (guess, madaar,/ 
bow we were amazed !) our lord, with an* 
unknown lady, and three of our fellow* 
servants, who were newly brought in hyr 
the ruffians, and bound: dreadful,, no* 
doubtj^ would have been their death but 
&x this miraeulous defiyerancer— -Alienate 
ed as my affections must long have been, 
firom my father," continued Miss C*ecil,. 
turning the discourse to herseSf, *^ I could 
not hear of his wonderful escape without 
feeling the most lively satisfactioiL It was« 
damped, however, by recollecting the-body 
of Williams. I saw too plainly that I must 
now account for it, to one invested with> 
authority to inquire, and resolution to con* 
vict me. Lost in a variety of plans, mjr 
father had been some minutes in the house 
ere I stirred from my own anticliamber, 
where his approach at once confined me^^ 
Faint and silent I arose, and, bending be- 
fore him, wept forth my duty and my joy- 
•— ' I know all you would say, my child/ cri- 
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cd he; eagerTy, * and how this horrible plaoe 
was disoovened ; birt where are lord Leices^^- 
ter and his lady ? Struck dumb with a 
' question,, as^idear and decisive as if he had 
been a sharer in the tcansactiona of the 
night,, my eyes were fixed upon him in 
terror and stupefaction, when my brother^ 
impatient fbi the discovery, rpade his way 
at once intQ^inTy chamber,, whither tl)e loud 
exclamation he gave collected all present ; 
nor could my father resist hastening asifast 
as hiis infirmities permitted ; hoping, as I 
had reason tp imagine, he there should find 
tiiiat enemy, who more engrossed his 
thoughtsthan the preservation ofhis own 
life, or mine. How w^reaU amaeed, when 
tiie lifeless villain^ AVilliam.% alone appear^ 
ed! Some examined: hit}, pockets, while 
otliers searched the chamben My father 
spoke not fur some time, "when fixing an 
eye on. me falsehood never duqst encouo* 
ter, he pointed ironically to tlie body-~ 
,* Ybu^ killed him, doubtless^' said he ; and 
relapsed again into his meditation^ After 
a time, some faint remembrance glanced 
across his mind.. He drew. near> and es> 
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arnining the dead inan?s -featifres^ 
to recollect^ and in recollectiiig, to 'dread 
him ; for at once he shrunk into himself 
and^ repeated in a law Voice» ' tiat villain !' 
Not having, however, any due to his 
thoughts, though he had. toi tnine, there 
vested my idea of the matter. I oallected 
all nty courage, and framing the- uaost plaur 
sible tale the pcesent situation allowted,. n^ 
solved to abide by it,, whatevec the event. 
My father likewise setided his phiu of pcor 
eeeding, and far from regulating the serr 
vantS) whose every motion fear made wild 
and eccentric, turned his attei^on solely 
on me>. Rising at last with a stern^ air-*^ 
* Rose,.' said he,. * follow mfe.' 1 had of late 
been but too much. accustomed, to that 
harsh voice, and ob^od in silence^ Seatr 
ing himself in an>: adjacent apartment, he 
demanded an exact recital of all the lior- 
rors of the night. I commenced with the 
being roused by Wiiiiaana. I related his 
design^ and the . tUTeafts which had almost 
brought my life tor the point of a moment, 
when, substituting Artlihr fi>]7iard,tieices- 
ter^ I affirmed that it was jhia pirafvjyfen)}^ 
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arrival, giiided by an unknown lady, tod 
the des{)emte ^ufi^ supplied by the 
emergetiey, wMch had rescued me frottt 
the knife of that inreterate villa^. He 
interrupted me^ eagerly inquiring for the 
kdy. On nty assuring him sfa^ was gone 
— • Think well,*' caied he, in a terriWe voic^ 
•— * think well, rash, romantic girl, ere you 
venture t^in to answer me. I know the 
csuise olr Leicester's fl^ht; I ktiow too^it;^ 
compan&em ; i know that he escaped a few^ 
hours be&re from the dungeon in which i 
wa9 found ; I know,, if so,, who must be^ 
h is confederate. Stain to* the name of Ce*^ 
cil, degenerate wretch ! not content witb 
the blind credulity of youth, to embosom,, 
rescue, and abet a traitor, wilt thou <ionceal 
his wife f Tremble at the vengeance of 
thy sovereign -^tremble alike at that of 
thy father/ Gdnvinoed (by whatever 
wonderful means^he w*as so fully infwmed)? 
that I Goidd not hopie tx> delude him^ I 
started up,; my oom|Aexi6n dCianging every 
moment--^* I indeed find myself,, my lord,* 
cried l^ * isnequal to a fiilsehood, but yoa 
find iqe e<}ttal to tbe mpst desperate 



tratfa. It was lord Lekerter, I own» 
whom Heaven itself brought to my re* 
lief; and shall I deliver liim up to death 
who saved me from it ? Oh never, never I 
Sheltered in a spot less liable to suspieioh 
than that from whidi they lately escaped* 
he with his chosen happy bride can safbly 
wait till the vioknce of the queen gives 
place to justice. Tortures should wrin^ 
no more from me ; and whatever my fate, 
it will always admit of one sweet consola*^ 
tioD, in the remembmiee that Heaven bL 
lowed me to reeompi^nse a benefit at the 
moment of receiving it.' Why should I 
repeat,** sighed our fair narrator, ** all the 
rage, tears, and altercation, liiat for a few 
days made life a torment to me ? Totally 
con&ied to my apartment, and treated like 
a mminal, it was even hinted that my con«* 
tinned obstinacy would provdke my father 
into making that homble den, the Hecess, 
my prison. In one instance alone was I 
fortunate: my mysterious speech ^had im- 
pressed on my father^s mind an opinion he 
had previously adopted, that lord Leices^ 
ter, with his lady, must be sect^ted in or 
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near Kenilworth Castk, whither his most 
trusted spies iimnediately resorted, and 
amused him with Tarious suppositions dhf* 
patched daily from thence. Oppressed 
with nnkindness and severity, often did 
niy weak, my wavering heart prompt me 
to follow, and if possible overtake you ; 
but the instant recollection of the obviouS' 
track such a rash flight must open to your 
inveterate pursuers, always subdued so nn- 
justifiaUe a wish« My father at once 
changed his measures ; and releasing, car* 
ried me with him to every suspected place 
in the neighbourhood^ hoping.froin the al* 
teration of my . featuiies to discovei: that . 
which contained lord Leicester. . By a fa^. 
tality which completed my misfortunes, in 
one of these tours we encountered Irton, 
that lover who cost me both the queen's 
and my father's favour ; encouraged by 
lord Burleigh once more, he returned with 
us. Incapable of love, but infatuated with 
politics, 'Us ardent desire of holding a rank 
in his favourite line through my means re* 
vived. Regardless of my tears, coldness,, 
and di&dain> he had always looked u{i io^ 



my ikther as tfae decider of bis ifate, and 
stiU continued to do so. I had the misery 
of kafning a bargain was .made, of which'I 
must be^tbe uncdnaentiiig pledge, and that: 
almost.immediately* • I knew niyfathe^s*> 
inexorable nature : I Imew likewise that: 
of Irton» ^nd had reason to dread that'tfae^ 
next fit of rage 'Would coosign me Xo legal, 
in&my,' unless, by a desperation on my own* 
part I prefvented^tbis on theirs. Wonder, 
not th£tt:at' last I yielded to a meksure so 
long combated. I 'selected a servant in 
whom I had a confidence^ who {nociired 
me this disguise, and ^ifiered to protect 
me. I Uest that faith I couid never hope 
sufficiently t6 reward ;: and winged alike 
with hope and fear, pursued your- route 
with indefatigable. diligence, having left a. 
letter which spoke 'of London as*', my a$y-> 
lum." * : ' 

To this' generous recital my lord and self 
replied with reiterated assurances of friend- 
ship and protection^ as well as the highest 
encomiums on her coiimge and conduct : 
shordjr q.fter which my lord quitted the 
cdbinn^*^ You who have long; been the 
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oonfidante, tbe sole confiAante of my weak^ 
ness^*^ resumed Miss Cecily in a tender toher 
while her doubtful ^e seemed to aevch 
my very soul, ^^ will be less surprised at 
its eflPect than itis confession. Yet> eveti 
that, strange as it may seem, sprung. &oat 
prudence. I had well conside^d, my dear 
Matilda, every part cfimy past and future 
conduct I too plainly felt, that wfaHe I 
imagined my kml a sti^nger to the im*; 
pulses of my heart, it might stiU adhd*e to* 
him with a dangerous tendetnessl By. the 
boldness of this step I have made him 9 
judge over me, and shall act with the se* 
verest fmidence. I know your geiierousr 
dispositicND, seeing only the better part of 
mine, might have induced you still to wish 
me near you ;-^faow could I resist so sweet 
sm invitation ? Ah, oidy by silencing tbe. 
most decisive pleader! Lord Leicester- 
can how never urge me on the dmgerous 
subject In whatever place yoii fix your 
residence, I will retire to a neighbouring 
monastery as a boarder, where always hear«« 
ing of, atMdl sometimes seeing both," bdded 
she, in a voice Uroken by sobs^ ^ my wishes 



THE RKCESIt: 45 

will be completed ; nor do I imagine you 
will in the interim grudge me a share in 
lord Leicester's danger " — •* Ah, little do 
you know me,* returned I, pressing her 
hand affectionately, ** if you think I could 
grudge you a share in his happiness. Never, 
my tender, generous girl, never more will 
we part : never eoiild lord Leicester hope^ 
or his wife^ar, any thing unbecoming from 
a soul like yours. Actuated but by one 
sentiment, counterparts by nature of each 
other, you and I should violate her laws 
were we to separated" — ^* To own the whole 
trath, my sweet friend,'* returned she, with 
her usual noble ingenuousness, " I erpect- 
ed this instance of your generosity ; but it 
only confirms my resolution; and my own 
heart would anticipate the condemnation 
of yours, were it possible for me to waver.^ 
A sense of safety, and of gratitude to my 
fair friend, diiKised itself through my soul 
as the evening closed, to which I had for 
some time been a stranger. Lord Leices- 
ter pressed us to enjoy the sweetness of the 
hour. We ascended the deck, and seating 
oursdves ki a little beat lashed to it, every 
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fear, every hop^ seemed suspended, arid the 
present all of our lives for which any hlid a 
sense. The gentle brees^soiily played ijpon 
the white sails, and the vessel cut "v^ith a 
safe and pleasant motion through those 
green waves whose points the full moon 
exquisitely silvered, as breaking they gave 
life to the stillness of the night. I turned 
my eyes with the sweetest satisfaction from 
my love to my friend, from my friend to 
my love ; the same mild orb delicately illu- 
med either face ; a manly "tenderness mark- 
ed lord Leicester's attention, to me, a grater 
fill deference that to Miss Cecil ; while the 
fair Rose, rich in the applauses of her own 
heaxt, and nobly conscious of herclainis on 
ours, forgot that there was any thing want- 
ing to her happiness. These sacred pauses 
in life, which lovers only know, invigorate 
die soul as sleep does the body, and alone 
can enable us to sustain the past and coming 
ills. Prepared by a mental calm for the 
happiest repose^ sleep asserted a claim to 
those hours fear and fatigue had long pos- 
sessed, and my lord insisted on remaining 
above. The loveliness of the ^teatber^ 
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though the autunm was &r advanceS, made 
this less dangerous ; and Miss Cedl at last 
consented to share with me the only miser- 
able bed, which nevertheless afforded us 
that rest a palace had often denied. The 
next morning entirely reversed the scene, 
and destroyed at once our comfort and tran- 
quillity. With the moon the weather chan- 
ged ; and the wind becoming entirely con- 
trary, that deadly sickness incident to voy- 
agers seized alike on Miss Cecil and me, 
absorbing even the sense of danger. With 
an exhausted sullenness we surveyed those 
roaring surges, whose hollow fancy could 
not venture to fathom, and saw ourselves 
driven almost back to the shore of England, 
without strength or spirits even to lament 
our cruel destiny. My lord, happily, more 
used to the sea, resisted its influence, and 
exerted himself equally in cojH(iforting the 
sufferers and assisting the sailors ; happily 
too they were all well acquainted with the 
coast ; while the contrary wind and enraged 
elements constituted! in one sense, our safe- 
ty, as every other vessel^took shelter in the 
nearest port, and waited in safety more &f 
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vourable weathor. Tossed about for near 
ten days, we at last made Havi:e-de-Grace 
early in the morning, when, more dead than 
aHve, I was conveyed to the first inn, and 
instantly put to bed. 

Here my fatigues and apprehensions were 
very near producing a misfortune I from the 
first had dreaded. I had but too much rea- 
son to fear that the poor babe who had been 
the innocent cause of these calamities would 
never live to reward us for them, but urged 
into a premature existence, of all this migh- 
ty world would claim only a grave. The 
gnef this gave me increased the danger. I 
Knew the passionate desire of o£Pspring 
which possessed my lord ; I had often flat* 
tered myself this wish, if indulged, would 
fill up that void in his life the promise had 
caused. What then should I suffer to see 
such a disappointment added to the sacri* 
fices and degradations I had already ^itail- 
ed upon him ! It was at this crisis all the 
merit of Miss Cecil shone forth : to the de^ 
Hcate attentions of a friend, she united the 
soft soticitode of a mother. She soothed 
my mind with the most flattering hopes; 
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md» jealous lest in any fretful moment my 
secret soul should doubt her attachmentp 
she so entirely forestalled every suspicion, 
that uninformed spectators would nith» 
have imagined me the only source of her 
happiness than the sole obstacle to it At 
length I conquered the danger, and tfaeQ 
my spirits returned faster than my strength. 
Often I talked of England, of my aster, 
and tlie expected dispatches. I wrote to 
lady Mortimer, and Iniefly related those 
incid^its I have here explained in many 
pages ;«r I claimed her alliance, her protee» 
tion ; explained the present delicate situ- 
ation of my health ; and enclosed my pic- 
ture, in little, not doubting but that woaU 
identify my birth ; and part of the dia« 
monds we brought with us were converted 
into money, to establish our rank, if we 
found it prudent to aclmowledge it 

1 continued a long time too wedt to 
quit my chamber^ yet at intervals a tiew 
fear disturbed me. I perceived my kxd 
absent and anxious ; an extreme paleness 
often overcame the floridness of natUfies 

V0J-. II. B 
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sod tnnneniihg the room for horn, he 
.^rmiid give way to a chagrin, the cause 
pf which not all my tenderest entreaties 
txiuld wring from him. I often recalled 
the words of my sister; I fancied he vainly 
regretted the distinction of royalty, the 
pride of splendour, and the pleasure of 
{xopularity. Accustomed to be the object 
0f:every eye, to have every wish fore- 
etaii^, to be obeyed ere he spoke, I sigh* 
nig owned the change' in his fate might 
wdl appear drear}^ Not daring to hint 
lasy ideas, I impatiently expected the re« 
tuts of the express sent to Rouen, hoping 
il' would open new prospects, and disperse 
l:he .hestvy doud between him and fidicity. 
£iit, oh ! how delusive is human perspiea* 
dityi Insolently vain of our bounded 
knowledge, we boast of tracing every 
thought and action of individuals, seas di^ 
vidaifom us even at the very moment we 
nwjudge all with whom we are inunedi«» 
ft(«ly*snrrounded» My fond attention, fixed 
partittUy on lord Leicester, looked not 
oat jof himself for causes of grief. Lady 
Mortimer's answer at length arrived ; she 



3uqpii^. and pl^sure^ apd'iciodlyjliiiQfUiUA 
tijisA tber infirm beakb i^id not penuit her 
to pay, ia coming to iqe, that detj^r^no? 
jQoy Tqg^I. biirth ^titled me to; b\ikt as* 
.sure4 ^ hertiwn walt^ our parmMfioa tp 
e^QQirt VIS to iRoyien^ wbUber sh^ ^urjg^ed Ui 
to U3:$tw» lil^ w^U for our own c^^ty, fifs t9 
Ratify her hnp^^ieaoe. My ex;p(90tatioi|f 
))ei|^ fully answered by this letter* .lH?a1;b^ 
le^ ivitb joy, I raised my eyi^s to Ipfd 
Ledoest^r^ who had l^een pf^rusi^git oy^ 
my -shoulder : they met bis, fi4l of ^ $td* 
ness so m^smpg* that U jaunaji^ my v^ry 

Lpng^y^ed to dread ov^y d«y WQtiM 
teem wi^b tsonae honfible event, I wpAtph^d 
ius ^wdp and in tHrokien qacpents qnly 
b^ged to koow it He simk at my ifeet^ 
und hiding his tevs with my robe^ ^Wi^lod 
with (sobs that almost cracked. my ^fl9Ftr 
stR^gs. — ^**you have tpld me yoiilovf^ 
ine, Mfitilda," s^id he^ in n ;brQ^9 aod 
d<3tubtful yoloe. — ^^ Told your reto^boed 
I; ^' beayeo^ and eArth;! pan tba(|» imgr Iflid* 

P9 
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remain a question?* Have I not for you 
forgot the rights of sex, of rank, of every- 
thing but love ?*^ — " Have I not done all 
man could to deserve these sacrifices?** 
again demanded he, — *^ Debate no more 
admitted merits," cried I, with wild impa« 
tience; '' oh, give me the truth, and all ihe 
truth at once ; nor doubly torture me with 
this pomp of* preparation ! Whatever it 
18, I will remember there might be a 
Worse, ^nce' my eyes still behold you : 
every evil but your danger my soul can 
snrely cope with. You speak not yet: 
we ^e then discovered, betrayed, deli- 
vered up, condemned! — ^the fatal power 
of Elizabeth has reached us even here; 
fi>r nothing else can surely thus affect 
you ?'•:—** It has indeed," sighed he,— 
^ Oh why then," exclaimed I, ** forgetful 
of'i^ tiiy assurances, am I unprovided 
with poison I for death must now be the 
only mercy hoped. Mf^ the ocean, from 
which we with so much difficulty escaped, 
entomb us on our return, rather than re- 
sign us up to her licensed vengeance P' — 
^ The power of Elizabetli has reached us," 



tHE &ECS88; 89 

addM he, more moumfiilly, '' though not 
in our own persons. Safe still in my armsy 
in my heart, yon may, my lote, long ar-' 
niign and hewail a misfortune all Europe 
will bewail with you." His sympathizing 
qres explained the truth-^the agonizing^ 
truth — my soul understood him. Aghast 
with horror, my eyes seemed to set, and 
every limb to stiffen to marble ; a sen-' 
sation to wbieh fkinting, is ease, condensed 
eY@7 fiiculty ; and nature, power&il na-^ 
ture, stmek on my he»rt at the thought^ 
of my mother, with a pang, perhaps,^ 
equal to that with which she bore me. 
The radiant sun c^ love seemed to dip into 
a sea of blood, and rank there for ever ! 
Unable to reduce the torrent of my ideas 
into langui^r I buried my head in my 
robe, and pdnted to the door, that all 
might leave me. Happily my lord saw 
a prudence in compliance, and laying, 
down several letters, instantly retired. A 
honible transport for some moments be- 
numbed me ; how multiplied, how oxn^ 
plicated, bow various, how new, were 
then my feelings ! feelings whicK ever re«> 
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tttm ifitH the tiMMmto*9ti» f ftdiugr 
which opened a Vehi iit xitf cbaractw dit 
119^1 as my hciait !->— dl sense of gentleness^ 
Tanished. The flrM paper I pehlnsd eon*- 
firmed my f^ai%-^I saw m tlie iSmt litter 
liie dedded Me of the royd M»ry^-^r 
s^Bemed to behold the savage hand of ISMj^ 
2fisi)eth, dipt in the Mood of an at^oint^' 
sister sovereign. I feAt that she wks^ my 
mother, my fond, my helpless; motlten 
and my hesort floated in tMr$, whksft W«m 

hoai« working their way up to my bum^ 

ing eyes^ The fuvies of Orestes surround^ 
ed me, and thundered parricide, nothing 
but parricide, in my ear. What, groaned 
I, after so long an endurance^ such com* 
plicated evils, supported with a patienee 
that left not her enemies » pretence fd^ 
sacrificing her, that misery was rfeserved 
for h^ daughter? l^^rhaps even at the 
ri^oment sh^ laid that beauteous head, so 
xABxiy hearts were born to woriship, dri the 
block, every agony of death was dotol»ted^» 
by th^ knowledge her daujgbtetf btfoiight 
her ftere. Why did I not perish in the 
Becdss by %htili»^? Why did AM tfie 






oeean entomb me ? Why, why, oh God^ 
was I permitted to survive my inno- 
oence? In the wildness of my a£Sictioiv 
I carsed the hour, th^ &tal hour, when I 
ventured beyond the bounds prescribed 
me. Yes, love, love itself was annihi-^ 
lated ; and (could I once have believed it?) 
deeply did I wish I had 'never seen lord 
L^cester. Passing from paper to paper,^ 
I saw Mends and enemies unite ia the . 
enlogtum of the royal martyr. What 
magnanimity, what sweetness, what sane**- 
titudev did they assign to her! — ^she b€^« 
came a. bright example in the most awftd 
of trials. SubUmins^ the Idea of reveMe^ 
inseparable 6om human nature, she Z. 
prised it in caoaparison-^-^md wfaatir'^t 
comparaoni easting off the veil of h^; 
mortality, to darken ovea^ the future days 
<xf Elizabeth, the radiant track of her 
ascension concentered, while it dimmed,. 
ihe eyes of those surrounding nations, who 
too late bewailed theii? shamefuliiaaGtivity. 
•~*' Sfrilit of tdi^ royai Mary ! oH, thou aaost 
injuKdi" rij^ied out at last my exhausted^ 
touU *' fvom that blessedaess to which, the; 
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wretch now levelled with the dust per«^ 
haps too early translated thee, beam peace 
and pardon i assuage the horrors of the 
involuntary sin !* and, oh, receive my life 
as its expiation ; or a little, but a little, 
soothe its sad retnasnde? T 

Yet vain and uncertain were all my 
ideas respecting the discov^y I imputed 
to Elizabeth. Convinced that nc^injg 
had ever been entrusted to friendship^ I 
was assured nothii^ could have been be* 
trayed. In the bosom of my sistar our 
mutual secret rested, and there I imagined 
every motive must bury it I reviewed 
every paper once more : aks 1 1 only addled 
to my affliction; by observing tliat the' 
name of EHinor was industriously avoided. 
Lost in conjecture, it was some time ere I 
perceived one letter my robe half covered :- 
I pressed to my lipa the writing of lady. »• 
ArundeL 

^ Scarce d»re I aHow myself time to> 
congratulate you, my most honoured 
fiiend, on escaping the deadly Vage of 
Elizabeth, so much do I know you long: 
for news of your sister. Alas, that I cookL 
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vAuiti, in that iiifoFinatk»l, the pleasure^ 
youFS gave me ! Called to visit lady Fem- 
hroke» whose danger was too sudden for 
me to be apprised of it» EUinor oame back- 
to court the very hour that my lord and- 
you' left it. She took the place of my sis- 
ter (who ought to have been in waiting)^^ 
and by this means she was unfortunatdy 
present at the time the queen perused 
lord LidcesterV explanatory letter^ Un«^ 
bounded in' her reseptment^ Eli^abettl )e« 
veiled it all against the unfortunate £111^ 
nor; and in: severely taxing her with 
ti^eacheiy and guilt, dropt expressions, by 
which she learnt the dangerous situation^ 
your flight had unfortunately placediHet* 
in, as well as the evils to which you both' 
stood exposed.. Grief, fear, and indij^a- 
tion^ almost, deprived her of reason ; and 
the queen^. insisting heri^ence proceeded 
from, obstinaayj; tiirew a^ her a> large boojc. 
she had been readiiig,. whidi striking the; 
sweet Ellinor oq the temple, she dropt 
senselels at oBce.. The other ladies out 

laces, an^ ,the eager eyes of the queen i 

p 8: 
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yMm attraeted b^ a ismaU p^ek^t m^nlU 
ed to the black ribbon «h^ ah^H^ wori^^ 
Mttiid ber neck. Not ev<»i the sui^i^ifig 
dfeet ite coftttento took Mr the qoeei^ haa 
ev» enabled stejr dne to gtiedi^ at ibem : 
cckchtt, stt^ngtl^ and ispeech^ for #eine mo< 
TA^tB fbrts6Dk EM^zabetib, whefi^feebveHng' 
her fiiooitle^ ske i^nee m^re pertvs^d tShfe 
BfK^monrals^ th^ deliberatdy tote tkem 
in«6 atoOM; then ^iunnnoning W8l)^k%|hafti 
and thAag% aH her attendantH^ i^v^ the 

old lad^ lifttlMir^ l-^eftr^ Trtkn the' 
cDcfrt E9tinor tr4s conte^ that night, 
tkcfugh by whom or whither is yet a secret. 
liOve and ftietld^ipare however incessant- 
Ijr employed In hcfr fetonr ; nor can her 
' prison k)ng remaki !»> wi^en (Mce it is di<3- 
ooveqred. Were I to name the most ardent • 
and anki0n)s ot her lovets, I should sto- 
prise yoti; hm be shall only be known, 
when with €M>ri&fcta«is pride he presents her' 
t& you, and claims his reward. 

^ Hie profound ^dScy Elizabeth has al- 
y^tiys pti§served with respect 4o lord Letees- 
ter iAm^ his fl^ht, haa been Ikt Stom^ sa- 
tifi&ctory to his frieiKds. She speaks ^f 
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]fffii only in an ind2ffiBif«nt light, and as if 
Mipioyed by herseU*; wkile ftU tluit {Milsed 
between them idmost erery body under* 
$ttiiid8^ though no one dtres to wy so. It 
seems uideed as if her rage tiad been di-^ 
vetted from him by another object I 
need not name her here. A]as».how se« 
verdy are you both revenged on the queen 1 
The galling diain from .which she lias at 
list enfranchised Mary, writhes roond her 
own heart; and if it wo^tld gratify yon to * 
see Elizabeth tremble, believe me yoa need 
oidy see her. Obliged to avow remorse,, 
to give an example in the severity of her 
mourning, for a deed only her. will could 
have authorized, she has the misery of 
lino wing- hen murdered royal prisoner en«> 
throned in.heai;«i,. and embalmed in the 
tears of. even her own people. Never 
more wUl' ^e ti^te of peace; for that in* 
deed' can only dwell with innocence.? 

The iufi omvietion that Eliasabeth: had 
incurred the abhorrence of all the worl4^, 
by this honrible infraction of tilie rights of 
loyalty^ society, and sex, a hMle vgratifiei, 
xflly ex^isite res^itment--^ Y(^s,*4rigb0dl^ 
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''^ Heaven hieis invented a piuiisbm^Bt |»6-' 
portionable to her crime* CounteroetiDg 
by one stroke the policy of her whole hfe, 
she has permitted herself to be known^ 
and of consequence execrated Destined 
to survive her youthyher virtue, her fame, 
and her happiness, although encirded with 
a diadem, her weary head shall vainly seek 
one faithful tender bosom to repose oa.' 
Those fiery ps^sions, so often destructive 
to others, wanting now an object, must prey 
upon the heart thaj; conceals them ; till ^i* 
vying the glorious end, as she ever did the 
distinguished bloom of Mary l^tuart, her 
fate is wound up in fears of her offsprings 
In vain h^ cruel care would extirpate 
them ; every crime, will but give birth to 
a new fear, and tne martyrdom of the 
queen of Scots will multiply the causes of 
her terror, since she now knows that more 
than one diild, survives her.'' 

As the evening closed, this billet was 
given n|p,from my lord : 

'^ The. heart which has long bled by an* 
^cipation for your sorrow demands to^^. 
takeitmt|iyptt. Ph! my sole love, deny 



TOR RECESS. CI 



me not a share in your compassion \ 
fut every moment lest I should lose 
daughter, the fate of the mother struggled' 
with that grief in my souU nor durst I 
comm^unlcate tt till conoefdment became 
impossible. I do not ask . you to be com- 
forted ;. weep on, my dear Matilda, but 
weep in. my arms, for what have £ lefi; in: 
life if you forget to love me ?'*' 

Thi& little billet, happily calculated to 
awakeii: the softer passions, drew forth my/ 
tears in* great abtmdancei^ I leproaehed- 
myself with violence andr unkindnes&t — 
** Let me not," cried I^. " w We so. severely 
lamenting one error, be guiltyr of another-^— 
lost to tlie ckities, the claims ^i^h, Heaveti^ 
that I should be so f) c^ a daughter, those 
of a wife ought to assume a double influ- 
ence. Yes, chosen Leicester, I am yours*— 
am ever yours; if this oppressed heart does 
not whoUy dissolve iasorrcyiv, you wifl one 
day become agaki Hs only object; and 
sacred from, this moment he the rights of 
all united witli me!" I collected my wild 
affiicted thoughts, and raising them in 
prayer^ a Uessed composure overcame tlie' 
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agpBtatiblis of my mind* Passing into tlte 
ne:stt lodmi where I heard my lord walk-* 
itig, I threw myself hito his arms.*-*-** Oh,, 
you whom I have so fiitally loved/' faltered 
I^ ** you who are now nearly my all, fill up,, 
if possible, every avenue to my heart, and 
gmttxl it fiiom retrospection !'' He »iswered^ 
not a Word, but pressing his cfaeek to.mine,. 
our tears mingled^ 

*' I see too plainly the tiaitB,.the fatal 
truth/' said' I, recurring; to kdy Amndc^'s- 
letter. ** Lovely, ilUfated sister^ it was you- 
then who accelerated our hapless mother's 
death! That Elizabeth knew me for a. 
daughter of the Stuart hne, she took a^ 
deadly meap» to. certify; but how. she dis- 
eova:ied.it, must ever have appeared mira^ 
culoug without this letter; I now. plainly 
pereeivei that my sister indiscreetly wore 
the duplicate proof of our birth, itsdearefit- 
and best, testimonial,, while mine is> yet 
treasured in the seeret cabinet at; Kenil** 
worth; and this iii one moment destroyed, 
her own, peace,. and determined the £M« of 
her motfaen Oh, most inexontUe ! could- 
thy vengeance donand mone than one vic«^ 



^ 



am T Is tlken^ the diRu^tei siktitfy siici^^ 
&ed on the lamented gtave of her pftmnt?* 
Neirer ntore^^ beldved ^stcfr of my blckxl; 
itid heart, sbalt I behold thee I never mow 
dn^vr eomft>rt fiKMn thy sup^et aocents, nor 
with thee pierce through^ the vdl of fbtii^ 
rity,^ and catch gleams of golden days. 
Doubtless. Elizabeth hnagines this the only 
authentic proof existing.. Gh ! if in conse^ 
quence of that opinion Rhe toiiehes the in- 
nocent life of EllinoTj I will oflfer incon* 
testable evidence alike of Mary's marriage 
with Noi^blk, and our birth^. at the foot of 
Henry*s throne^ • He is famed' for justice, 
aad generosity; I am, alas! thehelplessi 
object 6t both. Tlie bouse of Guise will 
anite to protect me; periiaps all Europe 
will aid too late the powerless king of 
ScDtSy.and save bin) from feeling his im-* 
poten^e of royitflty.!' 

Unable entirely to share^^ unwiHing in 
Ike least to oontiol my tender feelings for 
my ftmily^ lord Ldceister's life could nc^ 
at this period be called happy. Miss Cecil 
again appearcfd our gnardian angel. As an 
interme^te person>. she felt for^ she ^ootlw 
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ed both,, tin my irritated' pasdidns^ imIks^^ 
iteted insensibly into^ sadness* I began ta 
Hsten^ to^ the flattering hopes she continually^ 
instilied,^ that my sister still lived, and 
some fortunate event might yet restore berv 
to us;. My iord' was assured, by the united^ 
testimony of his friends, that £lizabetb 
had no pretence for impeaehing him,, and* 
Henry learnt with pleasure hi^h design of 
fixing his residence in France;: thus ag£un» 
our peace seemed pe-established on a better 
foundation than^ it had yet been, and I de^< 
voted^ my attention, for the present,, solely 
to recompensing my lord for all he had re- 
nounced- in my &vour^ 

Overwhelmed with the repeated^ solicita*- 
tions of lady Mortimer, I at last summoned 
^solution, to set out for Rouen,, from^ 
whence we had been supplied, with every* 
accommodation suitable to our rank ;. that 
dty having, long. 1)6^1 dieftinguishe^ as 
the Kfuge of ev.ery ndble exile, my lord* 
fixed, ons it for bur residence ;, my relation^ 
to lady Mortimer ensured, me ever^ ho* 
nour, and lord Leicester^ name would* 
soon fonn ug a tittle court . The mm now. 
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approached very near, whieh both eon- 
sidered with joy and terror, and it ap- 
peared some relief to be under the eye of 
a lady, whose experience and tenderness 
might lessen my sufferings. Lord Leices- 
ter's unwearied indulgence and anxious 
consideration, every hour endeared him 
more to me, and I gladly, on reflecticm, 
compounded with fortune for all her other 
sevaities, since the first object of my heart^ 
was still unaltered. 

Averse to being known ere we had' 
formed a ^uite, and selected a habitation,, 
my lord gave lady Mortimer notice that 
we should not arrive till night. As we 
past through the gates of Rouen, escorted 
by her train, my heart beat high with the 
idea of meeting the sister of the noble 
Norfolk, the only being (my own excepted) 
allied in blood to me. She met me at the 
entrance of a saloon — I clasped her hisinds^ 
with emotion — I wept upon, I pressed 
them to my bosom. She embraced me with 
extreme composure, and holding me back 
a moment, ran over my features and per- 
son, wit(i so keen a scrutiny as convinced 
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me that sensibility was not ber cbarae- 
teristic While due compliments passed 
between Miss Cecil, my lord» and her, I in 
turn indulged myself with an examination ; 
her pers(^ was full-sized, tall, and graeefdit 
like all the fitmily of Howard ; her fea-. 
tures visibly marked both by age and die^ 
(9yed beauty ; her dbess simple, being,. like 
my own, of mourning, ^bd her maimera 
strongly conveyed the idea of superiority;, 
dignity tinctured with misterity marked; 
h&r conversation* and I felt, to my great 
r^^ret, that I had gained. a letation, Wjitb-^ 
out winning a fVi^ad. Two monks^ tof* 
whom' she paid a profound defeirend^^^ an* 
old officer of the Morthner ffimiiy, and iits 
sister,, were introduced ta us as persons 
e«Ytitled to share opr secret ; and we saw 
it indeed lodged with them,^ ere our cobu- 
srat was. deooanded. .Lord L^cester wiaa 
strvu^ disagreeably at this diseov^^ but . 
stru^;ted with his pride and affected good 
hn^QOur; while finding my sdf,. after allmjr: 
dangers,, under a roof sanctified by alHanw^^ 
and wfaese my lonl seeoned restored to hia. 
proper sphare, pteasuie dilated my ivh^ole . 



flCmt and I sat dowtt ta a sutti^iicitla £a* 
t^iaiUBQ^it proved on the otieaaioi:i» inth 
ajft «^petite I^ bad l(»ig wloitedi 

My aunt aroidedi in ooAsidemtion of my 
state and fatigues^ entenng i»to our affairs^ 
and brought her own before usf wit^ a^ 
kind fieedom; assured us of the friendship ^ 
of her eldest son, lord Mortioieri who had. 

■ 

prtfenred tlte pieabufe: of liberty in both 
bis religion and actions, by Serving bi thi$ 
wars of Franoi^^ to seeking a. preeaificdAS 
fiMtune in England under an &Mm^ t<>; 
the pope. The landed pri^Ftjfi otice t^: 
inheritance of the Mortioaef^, her Jofd h^; 
{tfQd^[itly disposed of ere^ the. retUra oi* 
Philip to Spdn» in whose .liferviee he had) 
e^er continued ; and that fnotiarcb» &<n^^ 
as he was f(^ meanness and btgitsititudeu) 
bad shewti a sigital sensie of the ait^chn: 
^^^^1^9 ^ ^ grant to her ydui^gest s(>n of a. 
oonsideitible portion of laind in Jamaioa^. 
which he had cuitiYated under sueh indjol* 
gfsneea as made it wexy day more vdiitif . 
aMe. His marriage with a Span«di lady : 
bad limited him more firmly to- tib^ii' ^ 
vemment and^'iiiteressto,. b^ having lat^jf 
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had the imsfortune fo lose his wife^. he ^d 
3d^ded to the entreaties of his mother to* 
visit France^ and was hourly expected^ 
Occupied with h?r own nantttion, my 
aunt no longer remembered th^t I was* 
weary ; Miss Cecil, however^ reminded Her 
of the hour, and we were conducted to a 
magnificent apartmentr 

Lord Leicester slightly touched on the- 
little disgust he had justly conceived, and* 
indulged a drowsiness which I could not 
immediately partake. New objects' had 
awakened my fimcy, and invaded my rest ; 
iflaages more pleasing than had blest me 
dnce the moment I quitted Kenilworthr 
Castle, BOW enlivened my soul.—-** Yes,^ my 
Leicestep," said I, softly grasj^g^ the hand 
of my sleeping knre, *^ for me thou shalt 
no more be endangered and degraded;, 
beyond the reach of our enemie%^ we may 
now laugb at all their impotent malice.'* 
Ah, vain and presumptuous!' a deadljr 
snare was at that moment winding raund 
my heart, and a punishment prepared, 
which peroed it through the bosom of se* 
ouity* Alas, madam ! this nig|it of pn>^ 
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inised peace proved the ere of my life» and 
became so by a misfortune which absorbed 
the sense of every other. How— how shall 
I recall the scene, and preserve recc^eiction 
enough to paint it ? Dropping into that 
soft lethargy which foreruns sleep — ah, 
why had I not been buried in the deepest? 
— ^but I was bom the &te of those I loved. 
It was my peculiar misery to raise the 
hand which cut them off firom all but my 
memory, and oh, to weep through life the 
errors of too soft a heart ! Sinking, as I 
have already said, into slumber, I fancied 
I heard a noise in the room ; starting up 
with a fear habit had made almost intui* 
tive, I awakened lord Ldcester, who in* 
stantly drew aside the curtain ; I dis^ 
cemed with inexpressible horror, by the 
pale light of a lanthorn, many men sur- 
rounding ihe bed with levelled arms, while 
one, with an imperious voice, called out to 
Iiim to surrender to the queen of England. 
At that fatal sound my very soul recoiled, 
but my lord not deigning to answer, drew 
a sword, always laid under his pillow, and 
haughtily commanded them to leave the 
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tibxajber. Tke men ddraneufg, he uamA 
at the one nearest him, who, by instantly 
retreating, janred the arm of fais cx>Hi{»iiQSi« 
The flash of death, the tremendows sound,' 
the falling of the sword, all-^-tall ispnfinned 
in a moment my fate. Lord Leicester, 
the worshipped of my soul, my all on earth 
r^as ! almost my all in heaven, sunk 
into my weak arms in a last convolsion I 
That which at the appointed period ^hall 
annihilate nature;, can alone surpass die 
impression of the moment. Terrible too 
was the confusion of these wretches at 40 
unforeseen an event. The faint light they 
carried gleamed ov^ those features so 
adored. He tremulously raised my hand 
to his lips, and gave up his soul in siknoe 
on my bosom. 

But who shall speak the misery of my 
mind? Precipitated, like the ofifending 
angels, at once from heaven to hell, an^w<* 
ful silence took place of lam^itation. Oh, 
it was a woe too mighty for complaint ! 
Insensible to fear, I at lengtdi desperately 
urged his murderers once more ,to unite 
tiiose they had thus a^arated. I bathed 



my bosom in *he blessed crimson which 
still flowed from his, and called alike on 
beaven and man to end me. Alas ! the only 
object of my hopes, my fears, my cares, my 
.wishes, was congealing before the eyes of 
the forlorn wretch condemned to survive 
him. The entrance of lady Mortimer 
wrought grief up to phrenzy, and for many 
days gave that relief to all my agonies. 

Reason dawned upon my disordered soul 
like light through chaos. A dim remem- 
brance of what I had been preceded that of 
what I was. Faintly I recognized even the 
weak hand with which I drew back the 
curtain. I found myself in a narrow cell, 
lighted only through an obscure casement 
of painted glass. Intuitively my lips pro- 
nounced the name of Leicester in vain. 
Nothing but my own voice returned upon " 
my ear; and the lonely dungeon in which 
I beheld myself enclosed: overwhelmed me 
with so deadly a chillness, that the shutting 
of my eyes appeared a degree of relief. 
Thought rose tumultuously on thought, till 
In one moment the terrible whole flashed 
Upon my mind. I seemed onoe more m 



n 
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that magnificent bed, which from the peace- 
ful asylum of love, an instant converted into 
the bier of death : once more I otught that 
last, last look, indelibly impressed, and felt 
once more my heart congeal with the life^ 
blood which sprung in torrents fiom his» 
I started up once more in wild despair ; and 
wringing my hands, groaned forth bis name 
in accents so piercing, that they roused^the 
withered attendant allotted me from her 
undisooveried pallet bed at the foot of mine. 
Hurrying towards roe, she muttered some- 
thing I did not understand. — ** Heavens T* 
cried I, surveying her habit in amazement 
(for till then I had neyer seen a nun), 
** where am I ? surely in the Recess ; and 
the grave has given up its former inhabi- 
tant^ for my relief and comfort ?" — " Jesu 
Marie 1" cried she, in French, which I very 
imperfectly understood, ^' will this poor 
thing ever recover her senses?"—" Ah, no!" 
added I, maswering myself; " that fatal 
language ccmfirms every dire recollection : 
inform me, you, who are (I know not why) 
interwoven in my &te, where, where is my 
]prd? if all that flashes over my soul be 



^ 



But a wandering of mtd]ect»^^ tad he yet 
lireB ?" Sh^ cast dofwn her eyes mottenh^ 
•«^^ Yea^ my poor diild, you are sensible, by 
tbat question." — ^ Vain, vain bc^e;," cned 
I, bursting mto tears, and returttiag to my^ 
natiye tongue-*^'' yet, oh ! alive or dead^ 
him alone do I require ; restore htm-~but 
restore faim ! a dear, a sao'ed daty attaohea 
meeTen to his ashes; lead me to them^ 
since they are ail no^r left me, and allow 
me to lament at leisure/' She shrugged 
up her shoulders, implying that she did 
not tfaorougfaly comprebend my language, 
and caossing herself, denounced eternal per- 
didon on me tf I longer thought of an 
hereticv who seduced me |rom the true 
fidtfa, and who of consequence became a 
dreadful example of vengeance, chaiging 
me to adore tlie Holy Virgin Mothw, who 
had by so gentle a punishment recaHed me 
to the Catholic diurch. Yes, sainted Lei- 
cester, in the in&tuation of her bigotry she 
daned to term thy death a gentle punish- 
ment Indication tiMK>bb^ through those 
pidsesigrief had nearly stilled, and I gav&> 
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vent to all the anguish of my sovl ; abjured 
Vrith an aggravated contempt the eiro- 
neous faith of my ancestors, bewailed too 
late the o^edulity inspired by my own, 
execrated the cruel, the treadieroiis lady 
Mortimer, and demanded my liberty with 
a spirit that perplexed and surprised the 
nuns. Alas ! I perceived at the same mo- 
pient, by the increasing number who now- 
gathered round my bed, how vain either 
threats or entreaties must prove in tlmt in- 
stance; the superior approached, and in 
Qn authoritative, decisive voice, informed 
me that lady Mortimer, in right of her 
relationship, had placed me entirely under 
ti^eir care and protection, relying on their 
pious endeavours both for the recovery of 
my reason and my principles ; nor coold I 
make so good a use of the first as to apply 
it solely to the recovery of the ktter, in* 
stead of idly lamenting a loss wMch alone, 
could have preserved my souL They call- 
ed the nobfe huabandy of whom their iUi- 
beral tenets bad just deprived me, an here* 
tiQ, an. outcast. of sodety; a wretch not^ 
worthy of interment. I heard . .without 
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Inlying, but m j soul was not »leiit — ^I ap- 
p^ed to the Most High, and he will not 
fi»rget me. Oh ! in the awful day of retri- 
btttion5 dreadfully will he distinguish the 
tngoted dictators in reU^on ! 

Happily for me they understood less of 
my language than I did of theirs; this 
alone, perhaps* saved me from a harshness 
which must have added the ruin of my 
constitution to that of my peace. 
. You will be astonished, madam, at my 
surviving such unceasing complicated mis- 
fortunes, and, above all, the loss of my be- 
loved. I r^ard it myself with wonder, 
and impute my strength, both of body and 
mind, solely to the knowing no interval in 
my sufferings. Driven from one fiitigue 
to fmother, from one agony to another, 
lamentation was continually suspended 
either by amaizement, or that necessity for 
exertion which gives a'sping to all but 
the weakest minds, and counteracts des* 
pendency. Grief, I nmy affirm from sad 
experience, cannot be fatal till it sfciUs and 
condenses every other passion. 
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. liBft at ladt with anty tfait uiflmbie 
«tt»ipamcni, my own hewft, I tamiiiatod at 
leknira Deprived of lord Leicester, hap* 
piness, revenge, name, fortune, every ebaim 
of existence, every light in society, en* 
tombed »alive, ere the asbes of my lord 
w&od . allotted a restkig-^^ace, I reviewed 
my wh^ hte with astohishm^it. Ottmi 
wearied with sufibring, ^id I meditate 
giving up a life no longer endeared to me, 
and quietly puvsuing my soul's bettor part. 
Alast! the unborn eaose of all my late 
dangess would sdll veeall-^still hcM me 
'4own to sufier.-^** Yes, predoiis qremmmt 
of my love, sole pledge df past tfiellcity— > 
last gf the mighty Dudley Kne^*' sigh^ I, 
/^ I owe tinee the painful blessing of eKig^ 
Qnce^r^I owe thy noble father^ memoiy 
justice* I know the profound, the exeem- 
iUe policy of EUisabeth, nor doUbt her 
Q6<mpil^ the lightest censure uidess X 
appearr-«<aiid shall I, shall I, oh Leicester, 
living or dead, fondce tiiee ? shall she who 
oost thw every worldly good> allow thy 
honour, thy fortmie^ thy lifi^, to be annihi* 
lated, without one etBxt to retrieve either? 



Vs' 



No, anee reTenge k Ike little all now left 
me, let me sexsare that littie IHsappcnnt, 
oh God ! the weak and enthusiastic views 
of my miwoithy rdatdon; permit me to^ 
eonvey from this unhallowed grave Ike 
honoured ashesof my love; let tliem over^ 
wfadm Elizabeth with late contiitiofi and 
fruitless shame-^and thai, ch then, allow 
me to bequeath to my trembKng^ babe 
that life I no longer wbh to groan under T 
Taeff^ any part of these cxMplicated 
deogns, I found it absolutely necessary to 
a^fte^ in a d^;ree» my fedlings; and sub- 
MMfcti^g to a dissimidation niy soul ab^ 
horred^ I reqiaated to see that woman 
who was moce tertiUe to my eyes than 
any iMng human, Elizabeth excepted. 
Thia request flattered the nuns with the 
hope of my conversion, and a little opened 
their hearts towards me. I now learnt 
thalrthe wretches who robbed my disys of 
cfMnfcHTt, imputed the event solely to acei- 
dent» nor pleaded a conmiission beycmd 
volxfeymg lord li^cester to En j^and, and 
even that in so private a manner as shewed 
them without iBggl authoritj^. The whofe* 
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had been conducted with so profound a 
secrecy, that neither the destgn, nor its 
bloody event, had ever reached the know* 
ledge of the police ; to prevent which, the 
body of lord Leicester had been imme^ 
diately brought into an outer vault of the 
chapel of the convent^ where it had been 
embalmed ready to send over to England, 
if such should be the pleasure of the 
queen, which, as it appeared, was all they 
considered. The jewels and money, both 
lord Leicester and m3rself possessed when 
we entered the fatal gates of .Rouen; 
seemed to have departed with him, as wdl 
as every information respecting the lodg** 
ment of those sums I have already men- 
tioned; and I saw niy self, for all that for- 
tune once promised me, inheriting only a 
weed. 

As I endured with patience the relig^ 
ous visitations and homilies of the nuns, 
as well as those of various monks, who 
united with them in converting me, lady 
Mortimer in a few days consented to judge 
c^ their cares by seeing me. l*his inso- 
lent woman considered the visit as a con* 
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m, and hardly held out a hand 
nune shuddered again to touch. Un- 
moved with my paleness, my condition^ 
or my habit, she calmly discoursed with 
the sisterhood and the monks, while I con^ 
tinned drowned in tears that no hum^n 
effort could stifle. 'A gentleman, who I 
understood was her younger son, addressed 
me with a voice of sympathy; uninflu^ 
enoed by his mother's pious prejudices, he 
q^ke of my misfortune as the first on 
earth, and of lord Leicester, as the man 
who most deserved to be lamented, and 
bewailed the delays in his passage which 
had made him unhappily arrive too late 
to succour either. He spoke too in Eng- 
lish. The words, the manner, the Ian* 
guage, sunk into my soul, and a faint hope 
they struck out alone enabled me to sup-^ 
port the ensuing conversation. Lady 
Mortimer addressed me with an air at once 
tenacious and haughty ; treated me like a 
mere girl, who to a blind and unpardon- 
able passi<Mi had made perpetual sacrifices 
of every solid duty of religion and mora^ 
lity ; represented me as the sole cause of 



my iDothei^d mniyitlom — a tin M^ ptfmiioe 
could ever ex-piste ; mentioned wittl hoftior 
tbat union, whieh, wanting the sanetScxfl 
of the pope, eould not by hep be term^ a 
xnarriege ; and valued herself on the ha|)py 
plan she had laid to separate us. It ap 
peared that the information of our place 
of residerrce had passed from her to Eii2»^ 
b^th, who hargained for the secret deHv^ 
of lord Leicester to her emissaries — a tt- 
quest lady Mortimer complied with gladly^ 
as the easiest and most effectual n^ans of 
reuniting me to the church. The plan 
of seizing him at midnight had, s^ 
owned, been concerted by hers^, as tliiit 
was a time when he could neither re^iM, 
nor I follow him, to create any afanxH-^ 
eireumstance she dreaded beyond afiy 
other. From the bloody ccHisequence of 
this treacheiy she affected to acquit her^ 
jielf, though without expressing aily sorrow 
on the occasion. 

^ Oh, negatire sin ?' groaned I inwardly ; 
** oh, dire collusion ! wanting courage to aet 
an in, are you, when pre-acquainted, le&n 
guilty in not preventing H? the.lAWs.crf' 
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Ki^tHud readied mit liiliiier, nor was lord! 
•Ldoester fiowqidsfe by tbose lafwg; where- 
fore entice and murdor him» beneatb a roof 
aUiaBoe and hospitality sbould have doohljr 
eoueofated? wherefore, faut that the oook 
xmniest inn would hare proteeted him?" 
Teaia and ngha being all mj oommenta on 
her Bpcsdm she join^ the monks in elabo- 
rate exhortations*— in high promises of pre^ 
aenting me to all my mother's partisan:^ 
and rmderii^ me the head of the English 
Catholic party, whenever I vduntarily r^ 
eanted my errors ; or if I persisted in thein^ 
anticipating the jndgment of Heaven, shet 
resolved to punii^ my apostacy by all alK 
sedate siadusion within the walls which at 
present confined me. Faint and overcome,, 
I promised to deliberate, and with diffi- 
culty dbtained the only request I had ven-> 
tured— the sad indulgence of weeing ov«r 
the coffin of lord Ldcester. 

I could hardly fail to discover through 
tMs veil of simulation, pride^ and bigotry, 
a strong sdf-interest. The agreement for 
delivering up lord Leicester to EUzabMh^ 
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veiy higfalf oifended those laws wUdi 
protected lady M(niimer» and to whidi 
she must have answwed, had the intention 
only transpu^d; but when to that was 
added his murder, his midnight murder, 
in a city chiefly composed of Huguenots, 
hardly dared she guess at her own danger. 
The narrow fidth which embosomed h» 
among Catholics, proved in this instance 
her safety, since united in her danger as 
well as prindples, they were resolved to 
venture the utmost to secure her. Every 
subsequent day confirmed my opini(Hi, 
and the absolute necessity of winning me 
over, or entombing me alive, made the 
nvms omit no care or indulgence after once 
I seemed to listen to them. 

Fearful of rousing all my passions, and 
reviving every prejudice, by conducting 
me to the dreaiy unhallowed vault lord 
Leicester was laid in, and not daring to 
bring his sacrilegious ashes within their 
own chapel, the nuns amused themselves 
with decorating his sepulchre with all the 
pompous insignia of death. — ^Ah I vain at> 
tempt to sadden anguish! Can midnight 
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tapers, suspended bkck, at waving plum^;* 
relieve those eyes which seek in vain their 
€>nly object, or gratify a heart w|ithing 
under the iron hand«.of calamity? Can 
mortal prayers ensure immortal happiness, 
or can self-sainted wretches bribe the Al- 
mighty even with the ore his bounty 
lavishes ? Preposterous blindness !^— ^Such 
were my mental replies to all their enthu-^ 
nastic harangues/, and thiS' iU^chosen-mo^ 
ment of assailingt me^ only fixed* my fluc- 
tuating reli^ous- principles. On the coffin 
oflord Leicester my secret soul pvonounoed 
a vow, solemn and irrevocable, to know no^ 
heaven but his, nor seek it in another 
manner. Thou too, oh most beloved !■ 
wert present — but not to me*— no tnore my 
eyes were to imbibe pleasure from, the 
ludd beams of tMne--4io more' was my^ 
soul to mingle with thine, effiisimis whi<^ 
so often had' enabled me to sustain the 
malevolence of fertunc^-^Ab,* no!, thov, 
ihcfa alone^. weet< by a; stralige^ transition 
become my: sovereign grief; and the cold 
which seared: up dust so precioiis, efh- 
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dosed at Ae same moment tiie Imnrt o£ 
thy -sad widow* 

I bad In vain inquired for Miss Cecil ; 
the nuns assured me they knew only fiom 
my delirium that sneh a person existed, 
and lady Mortimer inexoraUy refused to 
infbrm me whether she still did so.**^ 
Deeply I lamented the loss of the only 
friei^ who oould hayeaoothed, by shaving, 
my affliction. Death had haUowed bar 
passion with nghts scaroe iaferiar to My 
owti^ arid my heart too frequently Mt hoqq 
fkit those who loved oouhl lament !<Nrd. 
L«eiee&ter as he merited. 

Mr. Mortimer soon became tibe medium 
between me and his mother ; djBspeirii^ 
to touch her impenebrafaie souli I employed 
every moment^ loneliness in subduing 
her Mti% £Howiy I unfblded my viewB, 
and slowly too be listened to tfaim-^-Tet he 
did listen. Fearfiil diat every hour would 
. add a new inoeavenienee, by the birth p{ 
thiM poor babe for whom I snflfeted suoh 
unremitiitig^ oaiBmiity, and dufaioiit wh«^ 
{her the ptous policy of the notai miigfat 
not snatcH it. as soon as bom, from my 
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feeble arms, as well to etinire my stay as 
my abjuration^ new terrors sprung up ki. 
my sonL I oonld not but perceive tliat 
an interested motive actuated Mortimer: 
reduced^ however, to Owe my freedom to 
any thincr, I appeared blind to a tender- 
ness eve^ dr^mstance forbade Mm to 
avow. A very few days determined him ; 
and he informed me diat he had secured 
an Engli^ vessd, the crew of which were 
to be his only assistatits. How slowly is 
hope extingnisfaed, and, oh, how swiftly 
does it revive ! Actuated with the most 
impatient desfre of escaping, I made even 
my grief sulwervient to it, and proposed to 
the nuns periodically to watch in the vault 
' with lord Leicester, (a sad ceremony their 
religion permitted, and mine did not for- 
bid), being told it would be easier to force 
a way into this than the interior parts of 
the convent. Mortimer had himself di:- 
rected in conveying thither my departed 
love, and allowed it to be an easy means of 
escape, and p^haps th€f only one. 

I pi»sed part of several preceding nights 
in the same manner, accompanied by dif-^ 
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ferent nmis, ta lull suspicion, were it pot* 
siUe BXkj should have uisen. What quick, . 
what multiplied^ what various emotions,, 
fbreran the appointed time! Every eye 
i^med to dive into my design^ and every 
heart seemed intent to counteract it I 
jfound it impossible to obtain the privilege 
of watching alone, and shivered lest . my 
deliverers should arrive ere my pale com- 
panion was summoned, or I should want 
strei^h to prevent her alarming the «ster* 
hood. Fortunately the night prdved^ se- 
verely cold ; and observing that she waa 
no sharer in my penance, I recommended 
to her to retire to her cell, and rejoin me 
when, the matins were over; Disgusted, 
with her employment, and already frost- 
nipt, she suUenly complied, leaving, me 
alone with the coffin of lord Leicester— 4ost 
husband of my' choice! — ^*-Oh^ ever dear 
and ever lamented !" sighed I» kneeling be» 
fore and in vdcing the senseless lead, ** not 
for herself is thy Matilda thus anxious-^ 
to vindicate thy honour,, to preserve th0 
precious earth which once was part of tbee, 
and that which will soon become so^.is all 



THE ft&CBlA. 87 

iSke use she can now make of freedom**' 
An awful silence, which seemed only in* 
terrupted by the throbbing of my puises, 
succeeded. Regardless of all those eni- 
blems of the grave which harrow up the 
minds <^ the happy, I knew no fear but of 
the Uving. The bell struck upon my 
lieatt the decisive twelve. A jarring in 
the farthest vault reached my ear««-*ana- 
ther opened — I heard the feet of men-^ 
another yet — I was environed by my de- 
liverers, and one spark of pleasure ran 
through my cold frame, as I raised my bead 
^m< the coffin of lord Leicester. — " Fly, 
fair Matilda r cried the impatient Mor- 
timer, snatching my hand to raise me.r^ 
** Stay, generous friend, and hear me," said 
I with firmness. •'^ You rescue only half 
of me^ if you leave the ashes^ of my lord 
behind. Would you part a miser from his 
treasure? rather wiU he be massaered upon 
it There- is enclosed the whole of mine 
—bear that fike wise away, or entomb me 
with it ; for never; I swear b^ Him in 
whose presence we were united, never 
will I, alive or dead, consent to part w|tfa 



88 THE BECsas* 

tny haslband.'* Qff^ided at so unexpected 
il demand, he urged the cUfBculty and the 
danger^ with a harshness I thought him 
kicapable oi; nevertheless, the plaoe and 
time allowed not of long deliberation, and 
finding me inflexible, he at last ordered the 
sailors to convey away the coSin likewiae 
«>-an (Hrder they only complied with from 

^/taking the metaphorical phrase I had used,. 
'^ of a treasure," in a literal senses Attached 
to lord Leicester beyond moartality, I 
always felt protected whai he was present^ 
and with ceaseless care watched my de- 
liverers, convinced they would be but top 
ready to leave so great an incumbrance 
behind. 

» They bore me with swiftness to the 
banks of the Seine, where a boat waited^ 
and the tide favouring, we socm reached a 
ship of considerable burden, which weighed 
anchor immediately. Agitated with, a 
tliousand remembrances, that of Mortimer 
hardly occurred to roe till the vessel tvas 
under sail, and I still perceived him on 
board. I had ever understood he was to 
leave me as soon as I was placed in safety,, 
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and reminded bim. of tlm fnmim-^*^ I 
will learre you, fidtest of wommi^'* aried he^ 
eagerly grasping my hand, *^ when yod 
aie placed in safety, if you stili are cniet 
^fEoogh to deso^ it. But ean I qait yoa 
DOW, or venture .to set foot in a ooimtry 
where I have for your sake violated the 
roost sacred law, and exposed myself to 
condign punishment?'' I sboidd have 
Ibmid reason enoa^ iil. this answer, Inat 
ihat Ins stifled, short-breathed joy,; lids nn«> 
governable aidour, impressed my secret 
sonl with terrc»r, and robbed fireedom of all 
comibrt 

I found in the eabin to which. I was 
oonducted, a woman allotted to attiend me^ 
who strongly lecommended that repo^ 
mjr fate had long denied; the misfortunes 
from which I had escapedi united with 
those tihat still threatened me to occupy 
my whole soul; and willing to avert tlMe 
fearful antidpaticm, I entered into some 
common discourse with my Attendant I 
fixind, with infinite astonishmentt, that she 
was a midwife, and provided with einery 
neceasaivy for the expeefed babe. I should 
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hare oonsidered this as die most tendes 
obligation, had not a fatal doubt sprang up 
in my heart, which suspended every gene^ 
rous emotion. Alas! it soon matured into 
certainty. The vain and eternal fondness 
which made me insist on having the coffin 
of lord Leicester placed in the cabin al* 
lotted for me, at first seemed to inspire in 
McHiimer that horror ccHnmon to weak or 
guilty minds at sight o£ such an awful 
memeito ; a few days, however, rendered 
it familiar to him. A passion he no longer 
concealed led him continually into my 
presence ; ndther the unburied dead, the 
black which seemed to envelop my wi- 
thered heart as well as form, nor the sad 
circumstances in which I was widowed,^ 
any longer operated on his imagination ; 
I too plainly perceived that he ccmsidered 
me as his own, and only waited my reco* 
T«ry to avow hia unwaiLtad ptetensions; 
What dire vicissitudes c^fear did my timid 
soul experience ! I saw mysdf aitirely in 
the power of this man — ^forlorn of every 
Imman aid, faopelesfi^ helpless, save in the 
saefTfr of the Ahm|^ty.*««< Qh, thou. Sur 
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premer* sighed I, hourly raising my 
streaming eyes to heaven, ** thou whose 
oamisdent breath rolls on this mighty 
world of waters ! oh, grant that they may 
prove my safety or my gtetve !'* 

A little gallery ran before my calnn, 
whither I sometimes went for air. De^ 
voured with reveries like those recapitu* 
lated, I one evening found them inter- 
rupted by the voice of a woman singing ; 
the elegance of her manner, and the sweet* 
ness of her tone, convinced me it could 
not be my coarse attendant, nor did I know 
the ship contained i anothar female save 
myself. Wrapt in astonishment and cu- 
riosity, every sense subsided iiito ear ; I 
recognized a favourite hymn-— a hymn so 
swelling, solemn, and sublime, that my 
charmed sense pursued the subject almost 
to heaven. She changed to death -,. one 
tone, one deep, one dirge-like tone, struck 
on my vibrating heart, and almost silenced 
every pulse. A loud cry, with tho name 
of Rose, burst from me ; the noise of a 
person falling succeeded, imd the stnpng 
ceased. I ran wildly up to the deck^^md 



kmdiy demanded my dear loak Mead of 
the astonished Mortkni^. Confused b& 
yoiid the power of dteoeiving me^ he opensd 
a cabin immediately over my own. Ab, 
with what tumultuous einotion& did I 
iiaiae the muob-loved, much-lamenlfcd part- 
xieif of my fiite! Slowly she recovered from 
the stupor surprise had o€casioned«^«-a 
thousand rememfaranoes endeared the plea- 
sure of the reuaion-^alits ! as many moi^ 
hikted all sense of pleasure. Eminraoes 
and tears at I^igth subsided. As sdor as 
alrae^ I questioned her coneeming the in<* 
t^rval, the diredecisiTe interval i*-^^ Waked 
by the universal confusion," said the Mr 
Roae^ with bitter sobs, ^ whieh sucoeieded 
the fiital afiddent of the night that parted 
us» I demanded yoo, my iiiend, with 
fiantic JEirdpur^ but in vain. A man, I soon 
understood to be the son of lady Mortimtf^ 
who waa concealed in the house when wt 
tafivedy shortly after entered my apart* 
ment^ snd ordered others who attended 
him to eon vey me on board the ship whi^ 
bnki^t him tram Jamaica. Tears and aijf 
treaties wese fruitless^ and in the cbad csS^ 
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n^^ I Tvas condueted to the banks of tiie 
Seine, and rowed to this vessel^ in which 
I found myself imprisoned, wiliiout the 
least hope of meeting you. I soon learnt, 
from the coarse jests of the sailors, that 
their owner was an unprincipled Tillain in 
dk respects, and more especially where 
women were concerned ; every hope of an 
escape was finally taken from me, by my 
having the ill fortune to attach the captain, 
whom fear of Mortimer alone has kept 
within bounds. I understood Uie ves»^ 
was bound for Jamaica, and only wailed 
to take iyi a new cargo ; nevertheless, I saw 
that oompkted without our setting sail, 
and hoped £rom this the hand of Provi* 
denoe would yet interpose in my ilivour. 
Alas, little -did I imagine that it was in* 
volving you in the same hopeless, despe- 
rate skuation ! — Judge then, oh mast nn^ 
fortonate,** concluded the amiable Miss 
Cecil, ** what &te awaits us both ! Rescued 
fiom the licentious wishes of your cousin, 
las worthless heart has only exchaif^ged its 
ol^eot, and resigns me as the more ignoble 
j^veyr to his more vroiAltks companion ^ 
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the Utae deoency Mortimer has hitherto 
preserved towards you, this miseraUe 
meeting will finally put an end to. He 
now knows you. are in&Uibly apprised of 
your destination, and how will you form 
your mind to it ? The island to which we 
are bound is yet in the hands of a few 
settlers; power is almost their only law, 
and he doubtless does not want that, since 
be ventures to defy every other. Never 
more shall my aching eyes discern the 
safe, the pleasant shores of England, those 
shores they joyed to lose sight of. Alas, 
they then were fixed upon an object, of* 
f^ded Heaven has punished me by claim* 
ingr 

How— how should we resist the nimib- 
ing power of desperati<H), did not the sa- 
cred sense of devotion mostly spring from 
it, and lift the soul above humanity ? Al- 
though more deplorably drcumstanced 
tiian my friend, by a courageous effort* I 
resolved to sooth and console her; and 
gently preparing her tender he«rt for the 
fatal object it was destined to encounter, 
I led her dow» to my cabin. Aht what 
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afiedion streamed equally icom our hearts 
and eyes upon the cold mem^ito ! 

Miss Cecil judged too truly, and the in- 
£iinous Mortimer no Icxiger deigned-to veil 
his views, perpetually shocking me with 
free and haughty dedarations of his pas- 
sion. It was but too obvious that he knew 
his power, and considered his intention of 
marrying me as the most honouraUe dis- 
tinction, even at the moment he 8Co£fed at 
every one custom or nature had establish- 
ed. Miss Cecil was not less importuned 
by a wretch, rough as the element by which 
he subsisted, and both so regularly visited 
our cabin, that scarce could we call it our 
own, even at the hours sacred to repose. 
In the eternal conflicts such a situation 
must cause, despair would too often pres' 
vail, and silently, with dubious eyes, we 
fiithomed the abyss of waters on which we 
, floated, considering it as the last terrible 
asylum. 

In the midst of these horrors the ap« 
pointed period revolved, and nature made 
1^ agonizing effi>rt; at that awful mo<> 
ment I lost every sensation^fear, and re- 
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agned mysdf into the hands of tny Crea« 
tor, beseeoyng Mm to recaU the tto»Ued 
soul whiah so long' had groaned before 
htm^ with tiislt of the tender bahe, wboste 
fikvt feeble ories pierced my every sense. 
As soon as my weakn^s alio wed, they ^ve 
into my arms a ghl, a dear, a fatherless 
girl, who seemed, at ha- first entrance into 
existadce, to bewail her unkn»)wn calamity. 
An impulse new, exquisite, unexpected, 
took possession of my sotd ; an impulse so 
sweet, so strong, iso sacred, it seemed as if 
I had nev^ loved till then. Feebly strain* 
ing her to my bosom, I enthusiastiodty 
priced the Almighty to bestow on faer 
.every blessing she had innocently wrested 
from m^ while my fond heart baptized 
lier in its tears. Powerful, powerful Na« 
ture! how did I worship all thy ordina- 
tions ! No fiite can be wrought tip to suioh 
a height of happmess, but some into* woven 
sorrow chastens us with the sad sense of 
imperfection ; nor any so steeped in afflic- 
tion, but some celestial ray stmams through 
this frail manson of jooortality, sufaliauDg 
'aU our suffetings. . .. . 
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, While my eager eyes gazed unwearied 
on my new-bom cherub, and traced in her 
in&nt lineaments her father's matchless 
beauty, even till they ached with fondness^ 
fancy pierced through the veil of futurity 
to unite each grace of person and of mind,, 
and enduing her with all, every human 
claim upon my feelings seemed condensed, 
aud revived in this new one. Oh, hope! 
sweet substitute for happiness, whose men- 
tal gildings dawn periodically upon the 
aoul, like light upon creation, awakening 
and invigorating every active principle of 
being; recalled by thy irresistiUbinfiu^nce 
even fi*om the dark, the dreary grave, each 
troubled heart surises, and shaking off the 
heavy dews of sorrow, slowly resutnes its 
wonted habits, I'he pale converts pf expe< 
rience no longer dare to appropriate the 
darling object of their wishes, but meekly 
then receive the aj^ointed pleasure, pre- 
pared alike either to enjoy ot to resign it. 
As thus the maternal tie engraifted itself 
in my soul, I perpetually endaiybured to 
impress that of my dear unfortunate friend 
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with the same train of ideas. Alas, in 
vain ! Rathei- surprised at fmding me sen«* 
sible of consolation, than disposed to re- 
ceive it, Miss Cecil gradually withdrew a 
confidence I did not easily miss, and deli-, 
Vered herself up to that cold and sullen 
despair which unsettles every principle. 
Entreaties and arguments soon lost all efiect 
on Her. Starting at times from an impene^ 
trable reverie, a broken sigh would over- 
turn all I could urge, while my continued 
adjurations produced too often a marked 
disgust. Obliged at intervals to quit the 
cabin (!est even my present situation should 
fail to protect it from intruders), and listen 
to the hateful addresses of her boisterous 
lover, often did the seat of reason appear 
shaken in this dear unfortunate on her 
return, and a vague and extravagant joy 
would suddenly give place to the deepest * 
gloom and inanity. I saw these fluctua- 
tions with horror, and dreaded the mo- 
ment when a rude demand of pnarriage 
should bring her fate to a climax — ^Ah, not 
without reason did I dread it ! One even- ' 
ing, after a conversation of this kind, I 
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pamiv^ her mate than ufuaily 
Neither my prayeis, nor the pouring ndn, 
Goidd bring her from tbe bdkKmy^ where 
&r liours she told her weary steps. I 
started at last from a inoBieBtery ainmfaer 
on her re-entering the cabin. The dim 
lamp burning in it, shewed her with a slow 
and tottering pace a|»pna»diitig the last 
aa^him of lord Leicester.; sinking by this 
i^epository of her breaking hearty she dasp- 
ei her irnnds upon her bosofia with a most 
spenking sense of woe» while over it her 
ikir locks fell wild and dishevelled, heavy 
with the midnight ralni and shivering to 
its beatii^(s. The wet drapery of her 
wliite garments floated far over tlie floor, 
and combined to form so perfect an image 
of desolation as froze up all my faculties. 
I Juggled for articulatioi2h*-^a feeble cry 
alone escaped me. She started at the 
sound from her icy stupor, and glanced her 
eyes every where, with that acuteness of 
perception which marks a disturbed imagi- 
nation, then with a long sigh sunk once 
mcHre into herself. A seccmd cry, followed 
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by her name, my bounding eager heart 
pronounced-^-^he half arose^— the motion 
of her lips seemed contending witii the 
drear silence of the moment, but not a 
murmur broke it — amazement, horror, the 
wrings of death, transfixed me. Springing 
up with ethereal lightness, even while her 
feeble franpe shivered with agony and af- 
fection, she fixed on my ccxivulsed fea« 
tuxes a long, long look, then waving ma* 
jestically a last adieu, rushed again into 
the balcony. Unable to move a limb, my 
harrowed soul seemed, through the jar 
of the elem^its, to distinguish her dreadful 
plunge into the world of waters ; a some* 
thing too mighty to describe or endure 
came over me, and sense fled before it 

How long it was ere my careless atteur 
dant returned to my relief I know not, but 
a succession of fits, accompanied with dan- 
gerous shudderings end a raging fever, 
seemed every moment to promise me, 
from the ordination of Providence, that 
relief my lost Rose had ventured to pre- 
cipitate. Whether her fatal exampl€t,or 
my sufferings^ influenced my tyrant, I 
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not, but his persecution entirely 
subsided ; in the short intervals of reason 
my weakness produced, he Gondemned his 
own conduct, bound himself by the most 
solemn promises to convey me home, and 
conjured me to struggle for life, if not for 
my own sake, at least for that of my infant. 
Alas, my babe ! when my cheek Mt once 
more thy tender breathings, I accused 
myself for wishing to leave thee, and ac- 
knowledged the sad necessity of living. 
My cruel malady robbing the cherub of 
her natural sustenance, it was with difii-' 
cuMy she received any other, and the pro^ 
pos^ be made me, of having her baptized^ 
was readily accepted ; that ceremony was 
performed the same evening. Alas, my 
precious infimt ! no velvet pillowed thy 
innocent &ce, no costly canopies preserved 
it, no noble sponsors with ready arms con- 
t^ided to receive thee, no father's blessings 
followed that of Heaven ; thou wert, alas ! 
^en by a sordid nurse to a more sordid 
chaplain, and by a* dim lamp, within a 
narrow cabin, thy woful mother raised her 
&Ale head to see the child of lord Lidoes^ 
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ter, a daughter of the house of Stuart^ eon* 
aecrated by tlie naioe of Mary. 

Recovered a little from the eAEeols, as 
well 80 ^be iinprefision caci^ed by the »rv* 
happy eatastropte of my darling friend, I 
ccaild not fiul to adore timt graoioua Fco^ 
videnee with whose decrees &be hod dared 
to Uend her own, on learning that the in- 
solent captain had^ on that fatal evening'^ 
by a fidl broke both bis arms^ and lost tbe 
power of molesting ber« At first this ap* 
peared a bitter aggraTation, but it soon 
sunk into my sdul» and regulated all myt 
future conduct. Never, ah never 1 from 
that moment have I ventured to yield to 
rashness and desiuiir, but when unable to 
obey, I have resdved to endure. How se* 
veiiely has tltia principle been tried ! How 
often, when ovarweighed by the heavy 
hand of mislbrtiine, have I been obliged to 
interpose between myself and my &te, the 
fleeting form of the beauteous Cedl escape 
ing my hapless will, and rudiing uncdled 
into eternity ! 

The vain hope of returning to England, 
which Mortimer had flattered me 
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iiito health, daily diminished; and the al- 
teration of the air united with the dis- 
course of the mariners, to prove that the 
p^od of my disastrous voyage approach- 
ed. I heard the fond, the universal shout, 
and that sweet emotion sailors only feel at 
sight of land, agitated every heart but 
mina Averse and gloomy, I turned my 
hopdess eyes towards a shore where r^a* 
ture's lavish hand had spread a fertility, 
which seaned to scorn the aid of art. — 
^ Ah^ where are now the barren hills, the 
cfaalky clifis of England ?" sighed I in &u 
lenea I p^ceived St Jago de la Vega ; 
and in the idea of interesting the governor 
I rested my last hope, I knew not,, that 
eager to possess the abundant conveniences 
my tjrrant had brought over, I should escape 
the notice of the inhabitants, or be con^* 
deted as living lumber not worth inquiry* 
Omfined within the narrow bounds of my 
own cabin, I had the mortification of hear-r 
ing tihe cannon and music proclaim the 
arrival and departure of the governor and 
oflScers, after partaking a sumptuous en-f 
tertainmmt; abd on the mn^ evenii^^ 
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while intoxication secured the chief peopfe 
of the island in their own houses^ I was 
landed, and put into a litter, which the 
slaves of Mortimer bore towards his plan- 
tations. The few idlers whom curiosity 
drew round me, disregarded my adjura-^ 
tion$, and. with cdid insolence examined 
my features; Their remarks were made 
in a language I did not understand, and I 
plainly perceived they did iwt wish to 
understand mine. I too late recollected 
my being unveiled might make them fonri 
a false judgment of my character. Medc 
by nature, and bowed to the earth by mis- 
fortune, I lost all power of contending with 
my fete ; and supplicating only the Al- 
mighty, awaited its dire completion. 

I perceived it was not without reason 
that Mortitner had boasted of his autho- 
rity: with overbearing insolence be now 
demanded my hand, and bade me remem- 
ber he was there a sovereign, nor did I see 
a being who dared ^ven to murmur at bis 
wi)L He presumed to rally the anguish 
he occasioned, and even sacrilegiously to 
iiisult the ixAd remains of tliat adored fau&« 
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bandil whos^ rights he seemed evefy mo- 
ment ready to violate. Imaginafion had 
long since been exhausted in seekingmeant 
of redress. Flight was impossible/ ill a 
^country where I. neither knew the roads, 
the natives, nor whether it supplied an in* 
dividual willing or able to protect me; 
Many of his Spanish domestics I W£»-not 
permitted to see i those that were allowed 
to approach me appeared haughty, repeU 
Iing» and silent. I soon found that they 
compounded with their pride for the servile 
exactions of duty paid to him, by lording: 
it equally over his slaves,, who; timid by 
nature and subdued by cruelty,. seemed to 
have lost the-very. wish.of any other good^ 
than thati of exi8tence.^ 

Tears, sighs, and refusals, could no longer 
avert or even delay the sacrifice ; and hav^ 
ing only a^ few hours of solitude allowed 
to prepare my mind for the ceremony, I 
buslied my smiling babe at my throbbing 
breast^ and wearied alike with misery and ' 
prayar, dropt into a slumber. A dream 
jiepresented me in the position I really was 
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-^wnk on tiie ground near the €ofSn cT 
lovd Leicester. Suddenly I perceived the 
lid w«& removed ; I started up, impatienifc 
to behold the chosen of my heart ; I saw 
him onoe more» though wrapt in the gar«* . 
meats of the grave----<»ioe more I saw rich 
fife maatti&g on tliat manly cheek, and 
those fine ^es mine never beheld witlKmt 
pleaswe^ once more beamed brightness 
upm me. Surprised, entranced, I made a 
thousand ineffectual efforts to speaks and 
holding out my new-born Mary, I saw 
(oh sweet, though vain delusion !) a father's 
artnb enfold hen My senses seined un* 
equal to the ecstasy : impenetrable dark- 
ness spread over my eyes, and a burst of 
ethereal music absorbed every faculty ; r& 
covmng all, however, instantaneously', I 
looked upward. Alas ! lord Leicester was 
ascending with his daughter ia his arms. 
I demanded her •with agonizing cries, and 
catching at a mantle which yet seeme^ 
within my reach, it fell upon me. tike the 
crash of nature, burying me under an im*- 
nioveable weight«^I awakened at the rno<* 
ment — ^'Tis but a dream, cried my scared 
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lieait, bat such a dieam m the horrors of 
thp a^rc^hiq[g moment alone could/couii^ 

Hence had I recalled my $hook senses, 
when Morthner, attemjled by his cl^aplaiq 
and domestics, entered my apa^ment; 
while the latter w^re decorating it with' 
(^holiq pomp, I summoned the small re- 
laains of my courage to address the priest, 
who stood ready to mock the religion he 
professed. — ^ By that awful God^ to whom 
you we o^secrated, hear me,. fittherT' 
cried I, sinking at hifi feet, '^ and oh, that 
be may gradously impress upon your heart 
tlie sad protest of mine!. By barbarous 
ha^dsat once widowed. and betiayed, it is 
no longer possible for every human ppwer 
combined. to> make me happy ; you — you 
alone^. may make me wholly miserable* 
If to complete those manifold evils whicli 
the Almighty (for ends I cannot judge of) 
has permitted me to survive, with the vio- 
lation of every right, both of religion and. 
moraUty, can be called muTiage,.ahd y^ou, 
as the delegate of Heaven, dare sacrilegi- 
oudy to pronounce the ceremony».I. standi 
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here a devoted wtetdi, the hopeless, helj9« 
less, victim of my doty ! But mark, I adT- 
jure you, my last declaration. I have a 
will, which circumstances can neither alter 
or bend: delivered up to thm abandoned 
'man, it is in his power to make me any 
\thing but ' his wife, and against that title 
my soul will ever revolt, and my last 
'^reatll protest." — " Unhappy, deluded 
young creature," returned the sordid priest, 
in Prendi, " were my conscience to pre- 
vent this marriage, it would be from a dif- 
ferent motive than those you adjure me 
by ; and si^ch is the horror your obstinate 
heresy inspires, that did I not hope time 
and a better husband's cares would convert 
your erring heart, hardly should I venture 
to unite you with a member of our holy 
church."-^** Submit yourself at once to 
your fate," imperiously cried Mortimer, 
" for to end your hopes of the churclrs 
interposing in your favour, I will frankly 
acknowledge she put you into my power." 
I turned my hands, as well as eyes, in 
speechless astonishment towards heaven. 
•* B[ope not, my fair cousin," rgolned lie 
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with a niaficious sm^ile, *^ your sentimental 
innocence can cope with the arts of a sister* 
hood of nuns; wearied with your obsti* 
nacy, fearful of your escape, they gladly 
resigned you to me to ensure their own 
safety.'* He paused — my mind took in at 
once the dreadful truth. " My innocence--^ 
ah! rather say t^wan^re," groaned 1 men: 
tally, ** that fetal error which ever too se^- 
verely punishes itself!*' Hardly could I par- 
don myself the extravagant credulity.— 
" Scarce was my mother able to persuade 
me/' resumed he, " that you would b6 
duped by so obvious a collusion, since a 
single moment's reflection must have corfe- 
vinced you^ that never man pervaded the 
last retreat of disappointed women but by 
their own connivance, and all the precious 
mummery of the business but heightened 
the pleasure of the- triumph. How could 
I iail to smile to see the breathless spouse 
home in tlie train of a living one,- wile 
proudly clasped a timid heart which knev^ 
not then i* throbbed- agaiifi^ it* master's ?" 
Alike unable ta- utter or suppress the burn- 
ing indignation t^his unmanly boast> this 



dabcwttte wickedness, excite4». I fixed mjr 
eyes infieicibly on the coffin of lord Leipes^ 
ter, almost believing Hiag^en itself would, 
effect a miracle in my favour^.by renovate ^ 
ing my only protecton The cemmonx 
nevertheless^ cpmmeDced, when a new:' 
event trans&d^ not only me^ but every- 
person present. A yell, wild, deep, shrill;,, 
and horrible,. wiEis succeeded by a tumult 
universal and tremendous. The paleness 
of death, cr^pt upofi the cheeks of my late 
inhuman tyrant^ who, with his^ oonfede-- 
rate$,. turned around his hopeless eyes ibr. 
some instrument of defence in vain..' Inv-^ 
polled by desperation,. they all rushed out,, 
but were instantly diiven back by the tide 
of exasperated slaves. Appalled by their 
fel'ocious eyes, md bloody hands^ I sunk 
into a swoon, but revived, as it were by 
Heaven's appointmeat, to see the last,, the 
deadly blow given, to Mortimer,. who, reel- 
ing a few pacds, groaned his last on the 
coffin of lord Leio^ster, thus signally and 
memorably avenged. Surrounded' with 
* death in every h<M'rid forip,.! expeeted con.** 
tinufdly the co^njdetion of my destiny; 



n 



TBER KEC3SSB. . Ill 

wfaicfa I faftd eei-taialy foundi but that n 
Spamard, wfao was united in tbe plot of the 
slaves^ Mrith the gallantry incideDt to hia 
naticm, protected me, in consequence of my 
sex and wrongs, and led me away to tbeir 
rendezvous assuring me I should there be 
in safety. Terror almost annihilated my 
Acuities, as the ferocious slaves ran back- 
ward a»d forward, heaping in tlieir huts 
the bloody plunder new murdeis every 
moment secured, llaving gs^thered toge* 
ther all they thought expedient to save, 
they loaded the horses, and each other, 
hastening to secret themselves in those 
woods, which by narrow passes led to im* 
'penetrable retreats in the mountains. 
Many were the unintelligible disputes con- 
eerning me. JVIany an halflraised arm and 
inflamed eye glared ^ath upon me ; but 
the stroke was as eagerly averted by the 
interposition <^ the gaierous Emanuel. 
Yet perhaps his utmost exertions had been 
unequal to the occasi<»i, but that one qf 
the slaves they called Aimor seemed sud- 
denly won over to my party, fie w^ 
among the ringleaders of this (Conspiracy, 



n 



^W TH!E BECEB8. 

und his dbdston silMibed eVery ibarthiir./ 
Horses were so precious^ that Emanud 
eould only procure me one by resigning to 
his confederates his share of the phthder, 
which it had been allotted him to convey. 
Fury now began to give place to fear, , 
arid the guilty wretches hastened their de- 
parture. The march commenced about 
midnight. Silent, bewildered, awestruck, . 
I had meditated on this succe^ion of ter- 
rible events, wifllbut extending my views 
beyond the present moment^ and scarce 
dared look to'U^ards the future. To see 
my self and infant led away thus suddenly 
into- slavery, by a wiH and unknown peo- 
ple, seared by the oppressions of their 
murdered master to all sense of humanity, . 
through a country alike wild and un^ 
known-r^-exposed to the insults of two 
new-made lovers, and only safe in the 
guar^ they kept over^ ea^h* other-— how 
strange the transition in' my fate! I yet 
bent' my soul'to the Power^ who, by such 
exemplary justice, .released me from Mor- 
timeri and tholight every <rth^ evil less . 
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than being confirmed his wife, since that 
alone was without any remedy but death. 
Ere we had made any considerable pro- 
gress in our fearful journey, the rolling 
clouds became tinctured with a vivid 
crimson, and my companions were seized 
\vith the consternation incident to guilt: 
Notwithstanding they had used every pre- 
caution to conceal their ravages on the 
spot from whence they had escaped, till 
out of the reach of danger, some unextin- 
guished spark had caught fire, and extend- 
ing through the range of buildings, I- saw 
the rich, though ravaged possessions of 
Mortimer one universal confiagmtion: 
The apprehension this diffused through 
the rest of the wanderers, gave place in me 
to a nearer atid more affecting remem- 
brance. Sad and silent tedts stte^med | 
down toy cheeks, when I considered that, 
the whole ridies of his base rival flirmed 
but the funeral pile of lord Leicester. — ^ 
" Farewell ! a long farewell P* sighed forth 
my oppressed soul: •• Oh, most beloved ! 
oh, most avenged ! wliatevfer' firte Bea'ven 
shall appoint thy persecuted widow, hum- 
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Uy let her obey the God who so signally 
interred thee I-^Alas ! a few hours, and np 
meouTrial o£ thy existence wiU remain^ 
except that pow babe who feebly tiembles 
to the beatings of her niotlier's bosom» 
JSo faithful hand shall separate the ashes 
of the injurer and the injured. Yet let 
me not complain, since the fiat pt the 'Al- 
mighty shall awfully adjudge the souU 
this fearful moment enlarges." 

As £manuel still walked by me, I 
sought from him to understand the cause 
of the prosent insurrection, and the dif^ 
ferent motives oS himself apd companions. 
•~^ Those of the slaves," said that generous, 
protestor, ** i^re, like their nature, wild and 
Various— my own, simply justice and love,. 
The tyrannic Mortimer, whose fate qp 
being will ever deplore, established him* 
self in this island, no less by the favour <^ 
Philip the Second, than by marrying the 
sister g£ the present governor, Don Pedro 
de Sylva, In that nobleman he met a 
kindred mhuU-mean, mercenary, c^res* 
sive, and cruel: in one particular sdone 
they diffin^-^Mortimer was by 4»4tu«Q 
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bold fiiid enterprmAg^Don Pedbt> eai>- 
tiaua aftd timid. The enormUiea cf die 
first, howevar, always found shelter in the 
justice of the latter ; and Don Fedro^ not 
daring to carry on m his own person that 
piratical and iUidt trade» which alone can 
enridi individuals in the in&ncy of a 
8et\lement, secretly shared with his brother- 
in-law the purchase and the profit, while 
Mortimer was the only ostensible pa'son^ 
had any legal ini{tiiry arisen. The arro- 
gance^ croeltyi and vanity ef Mortimer, 
received a fatal increase by the aacunmfo* 
^on of wealth, and set h^ above iU re^ 
straint Than Pedro, conscious he was in 
his brother4n*law's power, ventured not to 
question, mudi less punish his oonduct 
The intervals between his firequcnt voy^ 
ages destroyed the peace, and shortened 
the days, of Donna Victoria, the unoomt 
plauiing victim of her brother's and hus- 
band's rapacious league. I came with her 
into tbe &mily as nu^ i2baio<-*a post, 
which, by rendering me a witness of the 
brotaiity of Mortimer, soon turned the 
disgust he generally inspired into hatred. 
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I was the foster-brotlier of Victoria, and 
attached to her by a reverence so profound;^ 
that I insensibly adopted her wrongs as 
my own. Ungoverned and licentious in 
every instance, but more espedally when 
women were the objects, force generally 
was employed by Mortimer where fraud 
failed to succeed; and those domestics 
alone held rank in his family , who were 
readily subservient to his gross and vicious 
pursuits. My views died with his lady^ 
and I should gladly have quitted him to 
return to Spain, but that he meanly re- 
tained a considerable sum I had been 
provident enough to save, as well as a 
legaef Donna Victoria had bequeathed me. 
Every complaint, or even solicitation for 
my own, was sileiioed with the most 
haughty threats of perpetual imprison- 
jnent~^ sentnice I ofben saw inflicted for 
no greater fault Nor could I hope to 
quit the isLand, as the consent of the govern 
nor depended -on that of Mortimer. The 
jsense of undesefved oppression thus cor* 
roded my vevy soul, and prepared me foi* 
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the incident which at last nerved my arm 
against the tjrrant. : 

. '^ MeanwUle the base acoomplioes of his 
pleasures and his crimes assumed a sove- 
^^^y <>ver the miserable slaves, which 
they estercised till invention was exhausted 
in cruelty and oppression. In vain my 
nature shrunk at the sight of calamities I 
knew not how to remedy. Unable to quit 
the island, or recover my money, two years 
elapsed in fruitless and. sometimes desperate 
projects. I saw the persecuted slaves ripe 
for rebdlion, and only waiting a favourable 
moment to rise and sacrifice their train of 
oppressors, and though I did not purpose 
to join the confederacy, I concealed it with 
a sullen satisfaction till the day which at 
once determined my conduct. Need I say 
it was that which brought you thither? 
When I saw you alike irradiated by inno- 
cence and beauty, led into those unhal- 
lowed walls^-when I saw the tear of mis- 
fortune Ml on your beauteous babe, like 
the spring's chaste dews upon the early 
Uossom, I was persuaded your nature im 
^tustively shuddered at the monster; and I 
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swore to preeenre you at ilfie JiatariL of m;^ 
life, nay, even at the momeat tfi^n hope 
should be annihilated' in your heart I 
joined at once in the conspiraey: the 
hands were ready, the bead adone had been 
wanting. By various artifices I (nrocured 
araas for the slaves, and fixed the insurvec* 
tion on the day appointed for your nuuti* 
age, as that on which Mortimer and kb 
favourites would be wholly occupied, and 
of course unguarded. The Imnd of Hea^ 
ven surely guided all our operations. The 
vaiious villains have atoned (as £ir at least 
as life can atone) for their complicated 
iniquities. But, alas, madam ! I did not 
sufficiently consider consequences. It is 
dangerous to arm the enraged and the igno- 
rant I know, too late, your life and mine 
depend on a frail tenure, and only solemnly 
assure you, diat while mine lasts,^ yours 
shall be safe. The uninformed desperate 
wretches with Whom we are surrounded, 
are not the simple happy beings injurious 
tyranny first found them. Indicted cruelty 
has hardened theit hearts, and the sight of 
untaste4 luxwtos jowruf^ted them. Their 
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own Mrants have increased with the know- 
ledge of our enjoyments, and What they 
greatly desire, they have learnt to go any 
lengths to attain.' Why should I concefd 
from you, that your only prospect of safety 
is the hope of heing overtaken, though 
that to nae is inevitable niin. The fatal 
fire, therefore, which now these entangling 
woods almost bide from us, is, of all the 
wondei-s of the late evening, the most 
visible interposition of Heaven in your 
favour.** 

The nobility of sentiment incident to 
the Spanish nation, especially in whatever 
relates to the softer sex, prevented that 
surprise so romantic a generosity must 
otherwise have occasioned. To gratify a ' 
reqiitest made with the highest respect, I 
entered into a recital of my own hapless 
story. Aimor, with jealous care, adhered 
to that side of my horse not guarded by 
Emanuel, and being ignorant of the lan- 
guage in which I spoke, depended on his 
rival for a translation, who, no doubt, gave ' 
it every construction the most favourable 
to liis oWn views. The information that I ' 
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va9 t]^. daughter of a queen ran througti 
tjie; troop, and something softened their 
ferocity; but soon on that pompous dis* 
tinction were grounded vain hopes of an 
Imaginary good they were all to derive from 
ipe— from me, who was in fact the most 
helpless and unprotected of all the miser*- 
able wanderers. 

I pondered much on Emanuel's remark, 
that my safety could only be ascertained, 
from our being overtaken; but when I 
considered the desperate state of all the 
wretches with me, should that happen, 
hardly dared I hope it Still we journeyed 
onward, through woods the stars of Hea- 
ven could scarcely penetrate, and when I 
recollected the frightful wilds and moun- 
tains beyond them, in which myself and 
Xfshe must infallibly be buried for life, 
how did my heart die within me ! But to 
that fear was added the dread of evils yet 
more horrible. Aimor, I was convinced, 
would not want the aid of his whole party ; 
and how could I hope one generous indi- 
vidual would be able to struggle with a 
tide of combining foes? Nay, even if 



Eipwuel bad the addresa to mani^ii them 
all, wpuld 9ot expectations m h^ owo fk- 
v^uft hardly kss ,f(?arful to fBj tiiiought^,. 
arise in his heart ? Throijigh the chill win()- 
ing^ of the wood^.I raii^ myspul to. Him 
whose eye porvadea aliV^e |ii9 glooip of 
imdnight and th^H^i^ of noon^ and ^xner. 
tiding seeixied ta assure* my .sinking sj/irits 
thai: he. rescued m? not, from Ijie horrors of 
the !B'eces5 thus to ahajfidqix ipe. I did not 
err in that devout confidence. The dawn 
of day obliging the body to be more jguard- 
ed in their march, they <;hQsea lone hollow, 
and halted tp send forth scout^ and refresh 
tbesnselves. Alas ! I sighed for the poor 
wretches^ who, seduced by European crim^ 
to a dire imitation of thein, had wanted 
foresight to secui'e the common comforts, 
lyhloh alone rend^ed life endurable, though 
Q^^whelmed with g^udy trifles they kne^ 
not how to enjoy. ^ 

>The temporary calm into which they 
sunk was fearfully interrupted. The scouts 
«ent out pres^ hack with, imn^diate no- 
tice that they were injterce|>i^d, and sp 



hemmed in, that it was impossihie to pRv 
oeed a mile further. Though by this no* 
tice my own safety was ascertained, my 
very soul partook the misery of my ocmi- 
panions. The wretched women threw 
their arms, far the last time, round their 
despairing husbands, and bathed them 
with tears so bitter, as might wash out 
the stains of blood yet recent. The men 
tiius totally devoted, with a stem and an* 
altered brow, seized their arms, and re* 
solved to rush upon the broken parties; 
gracing their own death by making the 
loss equal to their enemies. Even some of 
their wives, rendered furious by the occa* 
sion, followed with such scattered weapons 
as they could collect ; and the rest, no less 
tamed, gathered themselves and hapless 
diildren round me, as if I could preserve 
them, pursuing their friends with a ciy 
that might shake the thrcme of men^. 
Aimor and Emanuel cast a lingering eye 
towards the foot' of the tree at whidi I 
sat^ apparently the queen of sorrow. It 
was dreadful to make a visible distincticm 
at that moment, and perhaps embitter tfaeir 
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last. Laying my babe upon niylap, I 
tendered a hand to each« The bcxm was 
eagerly accepted ; even theaavage became 
humanized ; an impasdoned tear fell on 
the band that shuddered at his touch ; 
while Emanuel, more gracefully obsequi- 
ous, bowed to the earth, and removing his 
ardent eye from my &ce to that of his 
rival — ^ Adieu, most worshipped of wo* 
men P* cried the gallant Spaniard, H adieu, 
for ever ! how many evils does death save 
us all from T 

During the horrible interval of blood 
and slaughter, I endeavoured to dose my 
ears to the sound of the firings which was 
echoed by the agonizing groans of the 
wretches around me. Tlie conflict was 
short, and bands of Europeans soon 
pierced through those shades where a few 
minutes had made so many helpless wi- 
dows. Those guilty but unfinrtunate wo- 
men prostrating themselves before the pre* 
sented i^eces, endeavouredt by the most 
submisnve gestures and offers of their 
cfaildreiv to assuage die wnth of the in* 



fceilfedyiotoss* * I feebfy «iQse likewise^ anfl 
pressing forward to the apfiamnt lead^, 
Jittaiiished bim with tli^ sight of a fvjiite 
among the isuirvi vors. I exhausited . my 
little remaining strength in soliciting pro- 
tection for myself asid child^ and pity for 
nry eompanionfi. He heard without com* 
parebending «ne : his vi&ry soul was intently 
^xed on the scattered riches this reduc- 
.tion of the slaves put into his hands, and 
j>either mysiBilf^ my daughter, or my fate, 
seemed an object worth regard. The 
tvrbole party bu^iily employed themselves 
inicolleotingthe valuables of aver}'' kind, 
.and afi^ffwards taking into consideration 
4he h»man plunder fortune had once more 
wstored to them, they drove off the fe- 
jEnale davets and their children^ > bending 
Iseneath die weiglrt of misery, fatigue, and 
manacles. 

J&memgmg fnom the depth of i:hose, un^ 
jvholesmne woods through which I had 
wandeired, I lifted my eyes devoutly to* 
mrards .that rising orb, which seems no less 
io givt light itothe* n^nd than ^Ihei crea- 
tion, and called on tdie pleasing prospect 



of 'the future to • oaunteract .the horrible 
indpressSon of tlie f^ast. l^estpred by thU- 
e1ctr£(ordinary menus once more to ciyi* 
Itsecl soeie^, my heart apknowl^g^ the 
<^ttrlxi>'the simple^ the golitayy cbarmt of 
liberty, and spring! Rg ibrwan) toward Eng* 
laodv overleaped every interveniqg ob- 
fltacle. Gonvineed by fetal -experience at 
once of the fragilifty of humaa happiness^ 
and the persecutions ta whiph natuise't 
dewest ^fts tooK)ftai expose us^ the bright 
fiMrms of leve, .ambitioR^ and glory ya* 
iiished, leaving no linage for my fancy to 
rist en; but Content. lium'hm'ifieekMje 
lifted to her heaven«bwa aisteir Bes^ 
nation, whose hallowed, beams streamed 
through her earthly mttage^ irapearling 
Qvery tear, and n>y sml > sighed after the 
sad peace of which I foufi^ it yet capable. 
Tfa€[ dear imoonscious pairtakeir of qpry wiiy • 
ward fete, with many ptn inaoc^t smile,, 
revised my i^irits^; and deyot^ to tbia 
otdy ol^ect of my. jdeasure, J ac^ight iaher 
to lose the s^ise of every other care. 
', Th« cyariosity I had at. firait excited 
among the whole patty extended not be- 
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yohd common inquiries; and as I spok^ 
no Spanish, and French was but indiffe- 
rently understood either by them or myself, 
I could hardly hope greatly to interest 
them in my favour. I had made them 
comprehend that I was a near relation of 
the murdered Mortimer, but that circum- 
stance, far from interesting, seemed rather 
to alienate and disgust them. 

It was night ere we reached St Jago de 
la Vega, where we found the inhabitants 
universally under arms, and eagerly ex* 
peeting the return of those sent after the 
rebellious ftigitives. Confounded with 
those persecuted wretches, unsheltered from 
the taunts, insults, and execrations of an>. 
incensed populace, I found myself yet the 
victim of angry fortune, and overworn 
with suffering, dropt senseless at the door 
of a prison, where 1 understood my jour- 
ney was to end. I revived on a miserable 
bed in a dark room, and without any com-^ 
panions; but conscious of safety, as well 
as free from guilt, I recommended myself 
to God, and sunk into the happiest repose 
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I had known since I passed the fatal gates 
of Roiien. 

A black slave brought me some coarse 
provisions in the morning, nor did I know 
till the evening that it was m€»nt to su»* 
tain myself and child for the day. It 
proved, however, more than sufficient, ^ fbr 
my constitution, which had hitherto re- 
risted every danger, had now received a 
shock of the most desperate kind. Racked 
with intolerable pains through all my 
limbs, I was sensible, too late, that my own 
imprudence had added a malady oS body 
to aU my mental sufferings. During the 
last awful conflict, when the offending 
rebels expiated with life the ravages they 
had committed, I, in common with the fe* 
males they had left behind, had thrown 
myself on the ground, alike through weari- 
ness and terror. The unwholesome damps 
arising from a spot which the sun had 
never penetrated, stiffened every joint ; a 
rheumatic fever was the cruel consequence* 
Alone, uncomforted, unassisted, consumed 
by an internal raging fire, I groaned, I 
shrieked with Intense torture. The starts 
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ami cri€S of my Kttle one alone tfifermed 
me that I had done so. I hushed het on 
af bodotn I feared would scorefc her ; and 
eageriy swallowing whatever liquid was 
brodght me, had hardly intervals of sense 
enoughf to shai^ it with my babe, or sufr 
ficiently to provide for her nourishment. 
The days of this excessive misery were*un^ 
iftimbered; msehsibly the fever subsided, 
but lefla lamenese happier hours and in- 
cessant care could never cure. 

When returning reasoh allows vne to 
cxtetid my reflections beyond the present 
evil, I redollected, from the time elapsed, 
that my Imprisonment must be dedded 
and perpetual. Emanuel l>ad told me that 
the governor was timid, mean, and ava- 
)4cious. Forgetful of this, I had informed 
my conductors of the family tie between 
hiy self and Mortimer, which rendering me 
}iis natural heir, this unwcrftby governor, 
] doubted not, had annihilated my ciahn 
to possessions he was resolved to ap|Hropii- 
skte^ by classing me with the murderCTs 
among whom I was found ; and by anar^ 
bitrary proceeding (not uncommon tbere, 



if JBnaAiM) wight he neli^ on) rsenjtexic^ 
■m» at once> unwilling to ytej^ture a ju- 
dical iisMyuKy.. The lapguot iii/t^ident . to 
su€h incesswt sufferings^ both of body tnd 
ffiHui 96 I had for a course ^f . time, en- 
dui>ed> rendered me less shocked m\d 
giFieved at this thaiv manj qt|ier contin- 
genciea. it aeepaed in . my ^wer to die» 
anddiBa{>point the isn^aUqe of my oppressors. 
It was^onty tQ remit a.little» a^ xe^ little 
care of myself, and my Qonslritutioa- would 
fim^y give way. Ferhaps. I should have 
delivered piyself wholly up to thi^idea» 
but t)iat the first great tie of natutre still 
wound round my bleeding heart — " My 
fi^t?,** said I to myself, "is fbjly, is finally 
aeoomplished. A sad inheritor pf my mo- 
tiler's misfortunes^ metbiilijcs the^ are all 
cnly retraced in me; led^ Uke her,>a guilt- 
less^ captive through a vwdictlvey mob^, the 
ql^ect of vu^ar insult and op{xrobrium-»-^ 
like her enclo^ unjustly in a prison^ 
even in tlie bleom^f lUe a broken constitu^ 
tion is aaiicifiiating ;the infirmities of age — » 
9sA dtkdil ^« fiig^ilitude end hiete ? ,No ; ; 
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let me, like her, extract fortitude fronn 
eadb accmiiulating injury ; and if the will 
of my Maker shortens the common term 
of life aHotted to mortality, oh, let me 
come into his presence a spotless martyr f 
and thou, sweet habe, permitted like the 
palm-tree to flourish under oppression, 
surely, for some great end hast thou sur- 
vived the succession of calamities which 
foreran thy existence, nor dares thy mother 
once wish to desert thee i"* 

The days, madam, thus strangely past 
on. The female slave I have mentioned 
appeared every morning ; and performing 
the common offices of life in silence, 
placed near me tlie food allotted, and va* 
nished till the next. Imagine not I ac- 
quiesced, without attempting, at least, to 
ascertain my imputed crime ; but I found* 
the poor wretch was so totally deaf that 
not one word reached her, nor &d she 
speak any other language than har own and 
very imperfbct Spanish, to wbidi I was a 
strai^r. Neither could I convey to her 
by signs ideas I could find no visible ob- 
ject to represent The tender graces <^m7 
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diogfater nevertheless operated gradjaalljr 
on the untaught soul of the negro, and I 
had treason to think she would even have 
connived at my escape, but that such a 
measure would only have increased iny 
misfortunes, while thus without a friends . 
a home, or ahope. 

One circumstance continually embittered 
my mind with distant remembrances ; the 
tower in which I was confined adjoined 
to the fort, and had one window command- 
ing the sea, the other looked toward the 
inland oouiitiy. The cannon constantly 
proclaimed the arrival or departure of every 
vessel, and my eager heart irresistibly im- 
pelled me towards the window* But it was 
not for me they came— «no hope of release^ 
no well-known &ce to greet me! Those 
ships that departed impressed me with 
ideas yet more psdnful and gloomy. The 
arms of England, distant England, often ' 
csruiehed every streamer, and my sick soul 
grcMOied under the convietion» that I must 
never hope to view the port, which would 
restore those marinars (comparatively care- 
less of tiie advant^) to the local ties of 
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counti^, kmdred, and ^eiidriiip-4o «li 
tkat giv6f ebarma to existence. Haunted 
hy a pleasure which was always in my view, 
without being ever within mj reach* I 
could not subdue the. killing emolioiia thua 
raised in my soul. 

The growth of my child alene marked 
to me the progress of time. Ah^ moment t 
liow sweet art thou yet to my memory, 
when first her little voice stiove at articu- 
lation! The blessed name, of mother at 
length broke the drear silence of my prison, 
and hardly tlie eelestial sounds of hev^ing 
angels, had I been launched into etemityp 
oould giv^ me a sublimer pleasure. I saw 
her walk with a transport scareely inferior. 
Engrossed by and devoted to this sole oib- 
jeet' of my eyes and heart, which the gra- 
ctousr AuthiHT of universal being pevmitted 
her to fill, I no longer repined at my un- 
m^ted captivity. Only anxious lest any 
one should su^iect my possession erf*, this 
invaluable gem, I felt ready to hide her, 
even wbe&fehe old slave made her daily ap* 
pearance. The commim raim^t with 
which we^were periodicaUy si^plied, I be^ 



mmemgem^im in fitting to herHctlaiimQf^ 
and t>y that insensible contractioQ ef our 
fk^ulties, which extends through mAvlr^ 
although it has been remarked only ib the 
organs of sight, I dvevr 'mtot thi> naxrow 
bound those fears, hopes, wishes, and em- 
ploymento, which in rapid suceesmon fill 
up our liTea, and kave behind a remem- 
brance that we alwayg revctt to with mlXi^ 
factkm, and often conceive to have been 
happiness. 

• Fearful, at some intervj^s,^ lest the want" 
of air or exercise should nip my beauteous 
blossom, I devisedl a thousand little pland 
to make her run within: her narrow con- 
fines, and strengthen a constitution born 
perhaps tolrials not inferior to those which 
liad blighted her mother's youth. I held 
her to the window morning and evenings 
and found the winds of heaven blew not 
less pure through i^on bars thati gilded lat- 
tices. Ah ! surely my memory does not err/ 
i^hcn I say with the poet, that ^ 

From Ae ck^Uken of the jirs^rb&m Cam, 
To him tttio did but j/esterday suspire, 
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Tkere vms not suA agrackma cr^aimt 

horn; 
For nature's gifts she might with liUei 



And with the half-bUmn rose. 

I was one day holding the dear child to 
tiie evening air, her little hands now grasp* 
ed the rough hars, and now were extended 
through them, while her innocent tongi^ 
beguiled her fond mother^s attention, when 
I suddenly perceived a black woman, ap* 
parently of distinction, leaning under an* 
awning, raised at no great distance ; and 
while she talked busily to the slaves who 
were fanning her, the eyes, of all were 
turned intently on my infant I snatched 
her away, with an apprehension the most 
lively I had for years felt ; I even absented 
myself from the window for a long tim^ 
then venturing a glance, without approach- 
ing near enough to be seen, I perceived the 
stranger^s eyes were still fixed upon my 
prison, and the repose of that night was 
wholly destroyed by a vague fear the ne^t 
confirmed. At tlie same hour she retun»€i4 
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again to the same pavilion, and after watc^ 
ing the window in vain (as I no longer 
dared to approach it)» she shewed manifest 
tokens of chagrin and disappointment 
Alas, this was not all ! My old negro ap» 
peared soon after, and delivering me an un- 
intelligible message, demanded my daugh« 
ter. I prayed, wept, entreated, groaned 
to the poor wretch, whose eyes alone, of 
all her senses, seemed affected by my ago- 
nies. After a thousand incomprehensible 
signs on her part, and resolute refusals on 
my own, she snatched the child from those 
weak arms which wanted an equal power 
of resistance, and left me stretched on the 
floor, from the lameness I have mentioned. 
It was long ere I had courage to ap- 
proach the window ; but collecting every 
power of mind and body, I at length ven- 
tured thither. 1 saw the darling child 
seated on cushions at the feet of the woman 
whose power wrested her from me, laden 
with toys, and overwhelmed with caresses. 
This, however, was but a small relief to my 
maternal anguish, while uncertain whether 
I had not lost her for ever : nor did my. 
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aflifehe^sfQiift ^Bwnbb whe»r I ww the at- 
tendimt ahvea be«r theaif mistress aw^y on 
aobvored coucli^ with my ^hUd in hersirmsi. 
^h» tben my prison beei^fi^ a dungeon in* 
deed! I smote my head against the en- 
cWaIng bars» and the air echp^ to my 
groans*. They were only relieved by the^ 
mlnm of my old slave, who leading in ray: 
lamented cherub, once more bleat my arms 
with the burthen. My heart rushed so 
impetuously towards her, that it seemed to- 
extend through my whole throbbing frame. 
As I surveyed the recovered blessing with* 
added fondness, I perceived that the gentle* 
black I had so injuriously distrusted, had 
lavishly adorned the tender object of a sur- 
prising attadunent Imagine a gui be- 
tween three and fixip years old, slight, 
graceful,. &ir, and blooming,, whose amber 
locks the band of nature had twined into ^ 
thousand spiral rings, which fell overaloose. 
vest of silver, muslih girt vnth roses : her .• 
little arms and ancles w^re encuxjed 
with fandful tvaoelets of diierent-eoloured 
heads ; while her hand bore a gilt basket,, 
filled with the firuksi of the country. JSHmi 



leemcd a b^ng lof dtiotlier worlds deaeend- 
ing to faiess thisw . While yet m the arms 
of her sable ootnlsvctof, s&b appealed to mi 
like tiew-^bom ^kirep^sing on the bosom; 
of chaos. I took tbe little Iuxuriei». riie 
dfered, and while indndging a sense time 
snd abstinence had afa»o9t annihilated* I 
wordupf>ed the bmud which thas: at length 
relented. . . 

Ah, madam ! it is only in tbe early sea* 
smis of heaiiry visiitation we dare to Kp&ne; 
wiien misery once yeadaes tbe. extreme, H 
has always salutaty ^SedU. Fufiffied ^M^ 
tsrely from the vain waxKts and wishea otnv 
pride and our pas^ons for a long time r6^ 
present as the very essentials of our bein^ 
we then set a dvie value dn tbe ebmnMneri;' 
blessings, and soon find in eveyy tbing^an 
ra^yment*' 

When I pondered over the infinite and- 
variMis advantages my daughter migfat de- 
late, from the partiality of a wMBpak whoM^ 
mdiority was gctat enoogb tp open the^ 
doora of our prison, aoy -bswt beeeune^Mxi*. 
sibte of bc^es » her fiivonr, Lhad long 
oeased to indulge^in my own; andjw^nN 
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ijQilg myself to tke prospect^ I sunk into s 
Kpose whidi might almost be called happy. 
A short time baoituatedn^ to periodically 
parting with, and receiying my daughter^ 
idways laden with some little present, con- 
dudye dither to my health or comfort 
Our benefactress too very kindly retired 
to the spot I could command, as if dedrous 
to gratify me at the same moment with 
harseUU-and greatly indeed did she fulfil 
her purpose. I saw, in sjnte of that fata^ 
li^ which had long hung over my un* 
htsppy family, an exertion of Heaven in 
Jlarour of my child, which enixnii^^ged me 
ta hope a &vourable revolution at some 
(perhaps not distant) period : while in the 
t^dyknis interval, the means of health and 
Qomfort w«e amply bestowed on her, and 
the latter, through her means, on her ex- 
hausted mother. 

At some intervals, weeks, nay a m<»ith, 
would elapse^ without my daughter's being 
sent for, by which I ocmduded some one 
in.stiU h%her authority controlled the ac* 
tbns of her negro friend; though the 
bsnefits, in a great degree, remained to 
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•^wholeflome fruits, better provirions, mor^ 
i^reeable clothing, and a more watchful 
attendance. I sometimes wondered that 
the woman who thus generously alleviated 
our sufferings, never once inquired into 
their origin ; but having learnt, by painful 
experience, the impropriety of judging 
without information, I still flattered my- 
self with the prospect of a release^ which 
at the worst I considered as only delayed, 
till I could perfect my daughter in th^ 
woeful tale of those later events, which 
thus unj ustly confined us. 

In process of time, I understood from 
my sweet Mary*s improved accents, that 
our benefactress was named Anana ; and' 
never did my soul offer up a prayer, in 
which that name (however unhallowed) 
was not included. 

The total ignorance in which my daugh* 
ter*s mind yet remained, shocked and 
grieved me. Being whc^ly without books,^ 
I knew not any manner of supplying thdr 
place, and could only substitute prindplea 
fer modes, and instill into her tender mind 
the religious and moral documents^ wfaidi 
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jet exited in m^r ownl I eftdeavoifred to 
give Her an idea of the nature dud b{>|xQir-' 
apice oiF books; ' I every day made faNHr ire^ 
peit that wwd a bmidrei time^^-**! dmrgA 
her to do so imfnediotely, whetiev^r she 
Visited AnaxiSL. But whatever the reasDn^ 
I saw her i^parently near e^t yeMi^^Mi^ 
without having beeik ahle ta p$€cvtre her 
tlie advantagie^ or inykdf the relief ^ rcaid* 
Vtg. 

Thus inhoeently asd happily Employed, 
I one day saw my prison doof thiT^Hvn 
open, and the interview so long dedifed im- 
expectedly granted to ri& Ai^na ^tmied 
in ttoammg. I incoherently blended tlie 
dictates of gr&titude and sorrow. The 
arbiable An wa told me» m broken Fr^oeh^ 
that she came to comfort me. Charmed to 
find it in my power to render my&eV intelr 
ligible to hor, I related briefly my story, 
ikrhich her complacebcy assured me she did 
not haitf iikidersCai9id; It was with tiie 
utmeat cyisffieulty I eomprel^ended fironi 
ker^ that Don Fedre de Syh^a, the ui^st 
^enior^ wb^ kbd eondemned me without 
0UUiwia<iM^ lima at: leo^tk dead ; thM 



iui^ far iom^ time part been bis favounte, 
and urad the influenoe timt title gave her 
to mdulge h^ fondoess fcwr my child, and 
lighten mjr <^ptlvity : that it h^d always 
been as much in her powe^ to vit»it my 
prison as fiow« but not £bading any certain 
crkne inaputed to me, and sure if I could 
acquit myself of the suspicion^ she should 
faeoome warmly interested in my favour, 
^perhaps to the degree of exasperating the 
bene&ctor ahe might then be obliged to 
defi|dse), ahe had wisely forborne to gratify 
her generpus cwiosity, and contented her- 
self with bestowing such marks of her at- 
tichment, as would not interfere with the 
rights of the governor, or diminish her 
own. Findily^ that death having snatched 
away the dhjy person entitled to restrain 
her. inclinations, who had bequeathed her' 
a ' conaiderable portion of his wealth, she 
bertowed a part of it, to obtain fipm the 
new governor a remission of my. sentence ; 
and having succeeded, now, came to jOssure 
me^ that I was at lilMty to return to 
Europe.; for which voyage her friendship 
would amply supply liie with means, conr«^ 
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pmff and attendance, a$ it was her par» 
pose to quit for ever a country, where Ae 
had lost her only connexion, and seek ia 
another, protection, reUgimi, and peace. 

During this discourse, I thought my 
senses almost failed me. I made her a 
thousand times repeat the welcome, the 
surprising intelligence that I was free; and 
the arrival of her slaves to convey me from 
the melancholy dungeon, which I believed 
the day before would at some future one 
become my grave, alone gave confirmation 
to so incredible an event. But when t 
really found myself at liberty — ^when I saw 
the varied heavens above my head, and felt 
the green earth under my feet — ^when the 
soft fragrance of the almost-forgotten bios* 
tems indulged one sense, and the sweet 
sounds of congratulating voices blest ano* 
ther, I wonder I did not expire with the 
tumult of tningled emotions, this happy 
moment revived in my heart I raised mf 
soul to him who gave those senses, and 
breathed life into the elements which sus- 
tain them, and besought him to moderate 
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ny fedii^ or oondmse them lA in gni- 
titude. 

tended onoe more, almo$t miracalotidjr, 
in the concerns of this world, I learnt widi 
a thousand sensations no words can de- 
scribe, that Elizabeth had a few months 
before paid the debt of nature; and that 
my brother James, as well by her nomina- 
tion as the rights of his birth, and the voice 
of the people, had ascended the throne of 
£kig]and — happily uniting under his sway 
two kingdom^ so many ages hostile, as 
hardly to leave a hope of the event which 
was now without bloodshed fully accom- 
{dished. Time, grie^ and misfortune, had 
so &r allayed the irritation of my mind, 
that I blessed the ordination of Providence 
which thus left my resentment without an 
object Higher, happier, and dearer proa- 
pects opened before me, and I looked for* 
ward with impatience to the moment; 
when I should present my smiling Mary 
to my beloved dster, and in the society oT 
connexions so precious, dose the remw^Ut 
of my days. 

Alas, madam! I required sentimentii^ 
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'likeihese to Mstain mBag^VM/t the eon- 
viction» that the intense heats of the i^&BMXe 
Jiad'united with the went o£ aiir and eker- 
^dce, to fix the lameness left by the iiieu- 
•m&tic fever, and completeiy debilitate my 
.ooiijBtitution» which has fi-om that period 
.been autjject to a thousand little wearing 
nfinidess maladies, that inaensiUy absorb 
.the spirit of youth, and faring on an early 

.old age. 

' Anana» actuated by a fondness for my 

daughter searoe inferior to^my own, shaied 

Mitix me in every maternal care, and ear-' 

nestly be^ught me to receive her under 

my proted^n on our arrival in England, 

wheaT^ I. had mslde her ^ejM»bie I held a 

distinguished raiik ; ^o}emAiy assilifing me 

ijbst it was her intention to bequeath' to 

.my sweet dbild the weplth shie d^iVed 

.£rom the goverppr^ alike to prove her own 

,<iAtadiment, end as a<c6mpensati6n for our 

long and unjust imprisonment. The state 

jn which she Md Uved with Don Pedro 

•^jq^ied ^an rol^^iim at which my pride 

revolted, but that almost instailtluieously 

tgfi^eMf^y, tq prin^H I jPiaolyed ta be 
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tkom- BUcA^mg the dutief of giatitude 
and bwevolenee to opmkm, and lemeoar 
boang her uutaught mind knew no tie in 
wedlocsk but constancy^, and perhaps in that 
instanoe might vie with myself, I sought, 
% cultivating the wild hut solid vixtues of 
her soul, to bury the remembranoe of her 
fonner error,, and fcktify her against any 
future one. Open to the pure impressions 
of religidi and viorality, the amiable 
Anana promised to become an ornament to 
human natture — but, alas! a greater power 
thaftlcould overrule^hortened her span, and 
at once determined &r us alL The small- 
pco, always so dangerous in the islands, 
broke out suddmly, and ^wept off hun- 
died& The appiehensions pec^le of Ana* 
na'sr oomplexion ever entertain of it eon 
tcifapteji most probaUy, to render it so fatal. 
She tibrew herself into such agonies, that 
the eruption soon appeared, with the most 
martaL symptoms. Delirious alike with 
the dreadful malady, and extreme fond* 
ness tor my daughter^ she . called for her 
i]ige8Bantly---she strove to break from her 
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attendants, and get out of bed in search of- 
her. She entreated me, in tlie most ipor- 
ing, broken accents, once more to let her 
hear the little angel she could no longer 
see — ^to suffer her to give into the dear 
child's hand the casket she was so soon 
going -to bequeath her. The terrified 
mother shrunk in silence from such a con- 
flict.—-** Ah, what are the gems she will 
bestow,-' cried I, " to that breathing one, 
herself— all now left of my promised for- 
tunes !"-^^The dictates of gratitude then 
prevailing, I would cry, ** But can I refuse 
the last- request, however wild and erro- 
neous, of her who preserved the being she 
now would involuntarily endanger?" — 
Finding reason ineffectual towards conquer- 
ing the dying wish of Anana, I acquitted 
myself to her, by leading to the bed of infec- 
tion and death my little treasure, with a 
resignation I could only compare to that 
of Abraham^* and like the innocent* he 
would have devoted; my child was re- 
turned to me. The exhausted Anana, 
considering this with justice as the high- 
est effoirt of gratitude and esteemy yidded 



THE AECESS. 147 

herself pa1aen%'tb the ^ill of Heaven, 
which 'soon called her hence. 

The sincere concern this loss occasioned, 
gave way to ,one still nearer — my child 
sidkened with the same hwrible distemper^ 
and centeried in anxiety every &culty of 
my soul. It soon, however, took the most 
favourable turn, and ieft me at leisure to 
endeavour to secure the legacy our lost 
friend . had put into my hands. The de- 
ceased governor, had converted the princi- 
pal part of the property he realized into 
diamonds, a common practice in countries 
where justice is partially administered-— 
nor did the new governor know either 
their number or value ; Anana having fol- 
lowed the directions of her benefactor in 
hiding a part, and bribing his successor to 
acquiescence by sharing the remainder. I 
had now gained worldly wisdom enough 
to adopt thp same plan ; and having ful- 
filled every duty, I joyfully embarked for 
England, accompanied by several slaves, 
who preferred attending on me to the pre- 
carious blessing of emancipation under ar- 
bitrary power, 

H 3 
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AJbtf madbun^. how different was tiiis^ voy- 
age from that ateeady commemcffistcd !**-- 
fibm^ the fidkn tree I then continaalliir wa- 
temd> widi my tears, a tender, a lovely sdixi 
faadt spnmg iiip*~it flourished in the shade, 
ilk blosBomed in sanshine-— witli sweet, 
vvith gentle hopes^ I bore it toward its nsu- 
IflNre soil; No baiiMuroua hand was nam 
lying in wait to destroy it, no pestilenCifll 
wind blew from those cliffii' which shot 
theiv white arms into the aeean> and hov^ 
pitably invited us to the bojtom of peaeei 
Ah, no ! a dear, though small drde of 
sympathieing friends, would reeriiire' the 
fbri^^m, tile widowed wanderer, aa one 
avisen from the dead— ^wouM grace ny 
woefal tale with many a hmenting tear. 

''My sister too, my darling EHinor — how 
perfeet, how pure,'' cried my swelling hear^ 
^^ will be our reunion ! how will she fondly 
fold to her generous bosom this dean diild 
of the ocean^— this soothing, tinoonscioua 
felkyw-sufl^rer — ^this eavfy pttptner in^ her 
MMildrs way ward ft^uner — Fause; na- 
dxitti, over thia fkir prospect^ and let' Me 
rest awhile my weary fingers and apirifti* 
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PART IV. 

Immm^KD urilh the3B»i remetxIbmnQa 
dideSMy impmaed '4m bsjt lieoit^ ivhen 
opp^ ;e3Fes again bcfadld Ite skose of Eng* 
had ; wid faUng to siy ixmin the idsirv 
dflBspving^ef loRre^and )ixdsfarttine, I shat iqa 
n«y nsense in Ikec. . Alresdy alive to the 
anotidnft lu9^ And widotts, tfaitt so eaoljr 
finoMHe n being ivpith ^wbidh i^one they 
C8D(»ie^ my ^daughter feisBfy ^flsttened teiv 
sdf with the ^ex^pxtstlM^ of an mnknown 
gsoi, and inqdatientfy wkhed £ot Iftie ter- 
nrinaHan of <mr voynge. I iainded at 
Gkeenmchf beoEnue the spot whesc I ooulld 
ioonMt lenm intdligenoe ^ the fi^dney 
ftmily, i« iiie people ^vho ibi|it the jdnrf 
iMdy I Tensenbeored, hnd been 'senrmti^ to 
kmLLeicester :-^ut» alaa! I had ovedocdonl 
th^ loi^^ term xi^ my Aasnoe, and ftbe ipBD- 
babSity that Assy imij^t eitker be dsad nr 
removed. Grettiwicfa, ^hioh I iiad left 
the seat iof gaiety, radjMn^ and onagnift* 
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cence, now appeared a dreary solitude. 
The tide in silence laved the walls of a de- 
serted palace» wliicb, verging to decay like 
its past possessors, seemed but a gaudy 
mausoleum. I paused over these fra^e 
memorials of human grandeur^ as the boat 
bore me towards the shore, and half sur- 
mised the strangeness that 'might await me 
there; I was presently suliafdunded hy. .a 
set of unknown faces^ and after much 
tedious inquiry, learnt that my tender 
friend, lady Arundell, still inhabited her 
house near Chdsea, ' .whither I (Mspatehed 
a messengier with a billet. £t demfinded 
a wekx)me for a poor widowed' w*anderer» 
and a babe, for whose existence that dear 
woman was perhaps responsible, as it waa 
wlKdly owing to her indulgettce, I addedy 
I would not venture one inquiry till I had 
gained fortitude from her presence, but 
doubted' not that I should have as much ito 
learn as to unfold. If, as my flatteiuig; 
forebodings infcarmed me, my dai^iig sister 
yiet survived, I was persuaded, by wfaatevec 
name: :she; Was now ^distinguished, she 
would . once . more'^^AQSwer to that with 



tfanspoit, and. fo)4 to her glowing :tx>pom 
a. liiireary hearty >¥hi^, I^d long so^ight m 
yain a resting-place; but I submitted tbe 
discovery and meeting entii'ely to ,th€> care 
and; prud^iee of our miutual £riend« 

X waited not long in suspense, for my 
m^seng^ hastened baok with a billet, in- 
coherent as surprise aad joy could make 
it— ^* Fly," said the generous^ lady Arun- 
dell, " to my armsV to my heart, to my 
home— they will eyer be open to you and 
yours — ^I suspend all explanations till I see 
you.-^Ah, Matilda, dear to my eyes will 
be that lovely face^ however changed by 
miiffortune." 

Grateful as this invitation proved, my 
soul was sensible of a damp and disappoint-^ 
ment, from the obscurity cast over the 
interval of my absence, and her leavir^ 
unanswered my inquiry for my sister. I 
hastened nevertheless to obey the request 
The sad meditations which would. have 
engrossed my faculties in passing through 
London, were continually interrupted by 
the transports of my little Mary ; the yaryi^ 
streets, filled with gay shops, and th|onge4 



witb wit w&iMd'^iBo^e'y 'wttft ti BUi^Ay lid 
llbr of tte M^dM ^gJKuMitig Bad $fe^ti(fMCifi|{ 
takuige. Ere I could half tra^^er her tiK 
(^[11^ into estdtk new \«*ettder» it vr$iA kMt in 
^e nes^ Wfnd that t^kastened ^ktoiMM a 
Udother retracts from blen^ng lili^ <6igk of 
knowledge with the smile ^ km^etttM^ 
ekdming its tutn In my agitated bMsm, 
Mspended more jxywerflil emc^oBs : instt 
when raj eyes rested oei the gate^ of kidy 
AmndeU's house, those gates from whence 
I last took my §]glrt, so deadly aowmpft^ 
nied, a pang so pnngeHt wrung my hmft^ 
that my feeble sense sunk under it, and I 
swooned away. I revived, and it 'seemed 
cathar hy the ories and tears of my titftle 
one, than ttievemeiUesof the«6rvmits who 
amnrounded me. My sweet Mary farf 
dimbed up the couch <m which they* faSd 
me, and daaping her arms round my nede, 
laid ber mantling chedc to my psle 490^ 
and shed deluges of tears. I comforted 
her, and fteling my hand pressed l^ s o gg e ^ 
body who sat almost behmd me, turned, 
Md fixing my eyes on the streaming •ones ^ 
ef laNSy Anmd^, I thiew my setf riloitly 
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krto k» maoM, and Mt my vttry Mulifliai^ 
uAv^ xfp(m bet ibosom. Both we«^ init 
soffixsKted with fedings too lii]^ wwi^glit, 
nd Ibe fjreMOioe of my daughter proved ft 
ftortuHnte vdief ; &r cfrawmg me fimdly 
dmm to her^^^ Why do you ory^ mam^ 
ma?'' aaid the dear one!, '^and why do^ thli 
hdyeiy? i thought w^e came home to lie 
)uqgpy.''^^<<Andha]^y we wiUbe, mydKr- 
Uag," cried lady Arnndell, pressmg bar t^ 
a bofoan melting m her &Toar; ^ who ean 
be otherwise, b^t wil^ suoh a clieifiib? 
Can you complam, Matilda, when Hew^n 
has left you her P"-*^*' No^ my admimble 
ftiend,'' sighed I, **i do not :complaiii««->- 
my reaion reproves those teae^ my wbunded 
hMrt will not cease peiiddiGaUy to pour 
fi)rlh; tins house, this worn, even your 
tenderness, »wakens a tsain of killing re- 
membratioes, I have in vain endeavourdd 
toarm myself against Here^*-harew— ev^n 
lie»e^ has my aoul expanded towards he» 
ft&er, with a pleasure of whidi hersdtf^ 
and this weed, are tke only memorialsw" 

IHie entenonoe of servants with refresh* 
ttMits siispended a little the agitation of 

hS 
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both; aadrlady Anindell obfttnately re- 
fiued every kind ofinforoiatioti ooneeming 
my sister or friends till the next day;. in«- 
sisting that I should deyote.tbe remainidm 
of the evening to a minute. recitaLc^jxiy 
own: story ^ The astonishment its im^idenl^ 
every momeat exci|;ed in lady Anindell, 
seemed to make it more wond^ul even to 
myisielf. , Having the happy assurance £rosn 
her.that my sister still lived, I gave way 
to the. sweet hope of seeing. her» and filled 
vip with her idea a chamber w^hich now a^ 
peared more solitary than ever. i y 

My impatience, ccmceming my £]liaor 
could no longar be retrained, than till we 
met in the mornings when I importunately 
demanded her story. The visible reluc- 
tance with whidb lady ArundelL \ gratited 
my request^ cooficmed my fears of sonoe 
^imdfiil catastrophe ; and had I not been 
fttsttced my sister yet lived, I should have 
f^ncluded her loss the fatal event, our 
^A&^ feared to acknowledge; biit^satiafi^ed 
in this . inatanee, and having no,. tie which 
could coidfiaratively interest me^I/ortified 
my mind^^gainst the impression of in^or 
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namms, by tbe dsep sense t>f those I had 
a^P^y survived. 

' Wiiadtever courage I had collected^. I 
Deeded it all, when^ with that iesurful pomp 
of |Nrepaj»tk>u with which fiiend^h^ ever 
Imds up the wounds of fate, lady Arun- 
dell produced a number of papers^ most of 
which appeared to be written by my sister. 
I kissed the dear traces of a hand so be- 
loved. Alas ! those sheets are yet by me, 
and I need only subjoin them. 

THE LIFE OF ELLINOB, ADDRESSED TO 

MATILDA. 

Oh ! you much loved, but little trusted^ 
dear sister of my heart ! whom it fondly 
pursues through unknown climes, where 
yet perhaps you wander, the victim of a 
fatal attachment, receive in these papers, if 
ever they meet your eyes, the greatest tes- 
timony of an aJBTection, which, as it was the 
first my soul became sensible to, so surely 
it will be the last. Allied to me in destiny 
no less than blood, (for we were bom alike 
to be unknown except to each other), lo ! 
I lay my heart unveiled before you, its 
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its piid69 ^s [ire)isdldco»> oondMSn 
them not, my sister, hoifewr Hiey «»y 
eoDtraditit year own. Estfanfite ^SbAf the 
iHenee I Imve so long preserved, Hie weri^ 
fices I harte tnade-^^-sacrifices so wtuSi tthe 
more tnerttorions, as wy sool^ever t^t^sMleA 
i^ainst die mean Impo^ser, "and nmbtiiitldl 
but to you. I knew the dtSieacf ^f ycnar 
nrnid, and would not add to the weigfaft 
WBda hung trpon its nohler faculties, hf 
a confidence Ifhat might wrong at Ae sattie 
moment y^wr duty. Ah, no ! I remem- 
bered Williams, and. was from that mo* 
ment prudent, if not happy. Yet as I 
know too weH ffhe horrors irtF mystery. In- 
certitude, and 'sHence, ^for hare I net spent 
ages in vainly gue^lng at your fate?) kt 
tne rescue you firom a life of sKtrmSse by 
presenving 4iis 'sad memforiad. Perhaps 
1^ astonishing separation wQI prove eter- 
nal ! If th«i my heart no more «ba31 fed 
the tihrob of aflfectSon it has always given 
when yours pressed against it, (and Mme^ 
thing seems to tell me (Siaft ^leaMre iAndl 
never mcnre be mine!) receive in this re^- 
cital a last proof of my tend^ness ; and^ 



f^ 
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rii, nfjr4eftr ifl-&ted ^filter, m^ ft vdft^afte 

the keettnesft of your idffietion» to kaMi 

thrtytm Ita^ nert been tbe greateA rait 
fever? 

In 6ne part of tibis irtory I mttst tret 
iHve Ibeen 'Obscore and iniiiiieere» but thalt 
fkte %as snatched away tlie ivomhipped ob* 
jeet, of whose characta* "wt judged in so 
dHerent ^ manner* Oh, ^rdon tne, aB«- 
gna^tfs Heayen, if my opinSon has been 
enoneeiusS-^^Pause here, Matilda, 5f yotir 
rialtig fifOul lias taken tiie Marm, and weSgh 
wM *fee 4we you bear me, for I dhslB, 
need It affl, unless I fkhify the fact. 

On die memoraMe d^, when Heaven 
SeciAed l!he destiny of the one sister, and 
perfflexed that of thet>ther, by presenting 
to 4ie eyes ^f bofh liie favourite of Efiza* 
hetti, how diametrically opposite were thfe 
imfiressions eadi took of his character! 
AstoniAing that two isigreeing in every 
hi^nce tffl i^at moment, should for tb^ 
first time differ in so dedded a mamner^ 
and more astonishing that eveiy following 
day c«ily oonfiwned the ^sep^td:e judge- 
ments 1 The dariing aUkebfiai; and ^na* 



liore; the eye pr .nii|id opuld: deoimd no 
vpore tbioi T^ epgipri^sied in jthe person oi 
I^Dd Leicester; : tbttt heve» in my.opim<n|| 
the charm ended. His heart, not warm 
1;>y nature, I^ad-boen rendered in a gceat 
degree callous, '^m its having expanded 
in the chilling atmosphere of a court 
Unbounded in his projects, timid and 
subtle in his actions, tyrannic in his pur- 
suits, the object he could not govern never 
long attached him. Ambition, pride, and 
vanity,: those leading traits in almost eveiy 
(^ai:acter, were in his so exquisitely blended 
and corrected by the frost of his nature^ 
tb^ tiiey might often be nustaken for 
nobler passions. You were presented to 
his: eyes in early youth, a finished pattern c£ 
beauty, endued with royalty, in the tender 
bloom of a ne wly*awakened love. Uniting 
thu6 ifi your oiirn person the strongest 
powers of charming with such as were 
peculiarly congeiual to, the heart you wished 
to win, it laid itself a.t your feet. Oh, 
woeful momoit when it did so, as it en- 
tailed upbn you all the miseries of a mutual 
passion without half its enjoyments !< 
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Ahs, Matilda,' had you really beep adored 
— yet what could that have done ;nion$ 
than severely to ag^yate all you were bom 
to. suffer? — and as the apparent passion of 
lord lidoester had to you the charms of 
reality, I am tx> blarn^ perhaps thus to re* 
present it ; but the seajson of dissimulaticm 
is past, and my tortured heart wiU utter 
nothing but truth. So fixed was tl>is:opi* 
nion of his characta-, that though there 
was a moment of my life wh^x my fate 
seined whoUy in lord Lieicester^s hands, 
I oould nQt then enough esteem him to 
venture his decision. Yet, still a tender 
pity folr your unmerited and everlasting 
passion should have suppressed this (in 
y0ur mind) handi judgment, but that I 
once more repeat, my own actions mwt 
ever then have appeared eccentric and 
enigmatical. 

How deeply both &ther Anthony and 
I regretted the in^prudence, which intro- 
duced into our solitary asylum so danger- 
ous a visit<»r, it were needless now to re- 
Ipeat Frud^ce was for once on the side 
x^ passion^ and your . &te was, by the will 
of your only remaining guardian, for ever 



ftxAt&i "MfUfi (iiBt of y otar kfvw. I woii 
ftmnd it Tsin to oppose the asoendaitt^ he 
had gafined in yoeer ^fldfeotiom; and u my 
wm wetse yet oiiooM^!e4 I looked no 
ikrtiierlAian the pces^t wotMot, mi ftd* 
ienneA yoii to K^naihfwth Castle without 
tiepining. Ne^rtSneiess I admiMd the de* 
hLttons of love, wfaicAi in a moment recon^ 
died you to a sitaation apparency so ob^ 
seoM as»d alject, and sfffl more that total 
Mhidness to 3rotrr own exquisite peifectioB^ 
«vi4ndi could meke you fan^ that low 
fiftete would ever appear to observing speo- 
tMof% your naturEd one. What tfa^i must 
he my astenisbment to <ee lord I^eieester's 
love impose su(^ tMEimflia^ons on an objeet 
nature mA forttin* Ittid {daised $o &r above 
hfan, and meanly isontent himsdf wUh 
monopolized indulgenoes ! 

Hardly were we alone, when the pre- 
sumption of that wretoh, Williams, Med 
both <^us wit^ a 4&tmr which required an 
immediate remedy. Every ftcully of my 
soul revested i^ahist dye abject eom{dianees 
your entreaties exaotedfrom me; hut^ev 
those oidy served HO ^sttetigtiien the <|(^ 



Lml Ij^oiHSb^t Kfti:^ gtt^nsa tetupo- 
Mtjf i t iiifc ^ bt&t Im method of getting rid 
iftthe t^ite flfipiediied tone «ldte uiisrfb 
M< «ii«(iy Mi the <mfy "proper ttod^ ^ 
eMliii|»iainr fta» M«rer 0iiee seemed to^M- 
(M- «i» Aafti<«^t meati wiknoWledgiiig lift 
mvtteg^, which perluips might at ^ttuft 
pitted harre tieen done, wi&oivt any greeft 
^ger df ofiBsraditig Elizabeth^ whose wl* 
Ih^tig Iiefli4 was beooming every day leto 
s^nsiUe of «!fifecMioQ, and whose vanity was 
ad tiigtily gtatlSdl and possessed t^ the 
siHb«M«s ^^ tfefe 'dukoKif AtigoA. Butt $t 
was tlie iffHeres^ of «y ferd to break ^&xe 
HBSflch w1^ the IFVeneh ptnee/aad to tfiat 
goSden idol iiis «vepy passion bowed. We 
were «gmi left to work tapestry; and 
wben he ted aoeoeeded in his favourite 
pngeety lie finfifered the queen in tiim to 
b^pmii idone ^se loss of ber Inst Iovct, send 
eame once fnore to amuse Mmself at KenS* 

* But he was not always to succeedr— the 
jeakMifff ef Elizabetti had now just provo- 
«Ni0n,«id in ber sudden arrivad at Keliil^ 
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politic; ffnrQfinte. J|i . va^' rl0r4 
yffivid have cpppesl^d ush^ii^^ii^ii 
^ye r^tj^^fentod > |iif ; a^ tlie ymsJ^ of his 
fpiusefflfsiit r the v^oratiriizi^: ^e of the 
queen,i;Iie, universal vpiee of her more im* 
piulial tiuin^ prQnouncsed; this. idoipossiUci. 
Ileduced:fio 'fipme a, npw story, , tortured 
"Wi^th the ediviction that it had not gaitied 
credit, he was obliged to aggravate- every 
disagreeable of our present situation, by 
delivering us unwilluigly into the hands of 
Elizabeth. Alas! my $i$ter, I saw, I un» 
derstood all this cost you on my aoeount, 
whole not one sigh on your own escaped 
you. I therefore stifled the painful and 
proud sensations that swelled at my hearty 
9nd ventured into, the world under the 
doubtful BXi^ mysterious patr<»iage of the 
Quepn, wh(^ better acquainted with the 
f^iesses of her &vourite than those now 
nearly allied to him, never for <Hie moKiiest 
was tiie dupe of his fiction, though imable 
tp: disprove it. 

^'v Ah» hpyr visionary seems <n^ recoUeotioa 
oiu; new situation ! Se^n without hemg 
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kno^, adored without fbf^iqg p^^iiie^ 
punished withou]t being guiityj^^ppland^ 
without being n^ritorioii|s^ wjB iwareall.^ 
illusion. Yet while surrQunfl^ yiitix Bpii^ 
and acting for ever under ^n ^yp ^Aspqsf/^ 
to condemn, ere it could half disoover» hour 
difficult was. . it for us to avoid ' suspioUm 
and/ censure!. One sde advantage had 
^tJh^F gained by cpnyerging into the inhere 
of a ]cpurt— a faithful friend ; though even 
that blessing was curtailed by die eternal 
policy of my lord, who would not permit 
us to confide to his own amiaUe nieces, tixe 
la^]^ Arundf&ll apd Pembroke, any part 
of a secret which might affect, however 
remotely, his ownsafety. Boi^nded as pur 
conversations must of consequence be, the 
diann <^ attachment nevertheless seiwd 
\ypqn ojur souls^ , ^line allied itself to la£^ 
FeQibr<^e, while. yours equally iiidined tp 
hcpTMio less amiable sister, and each topk 
plfeasjure in passing that portion of her tinte 
with the , ^tinct favourite we did net 
spend t^eth^r. Ah! h^re, Matildi^ I ap^ 
Hfqacih the appqivted inpm^ whea ^ 
p9tfafi$^of * life, in which we h^ive hjbtlmE|a 
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(Mfl Imid kk httid» hefftk to fleparate, wid 
every inieoeeding step %efln us iblliet 
fii»M 'ettidi o^er» tiU iSarkciess and dktanoe 
itJb jft^'straming eye of its first dear obfeet. 
htyi^ 4»tdti now tarns badt, «nd seeks 
Hbe ateMlfetfied wHy^^^ tboasand Tariottt 
omes fierplex iSie "wearied mind, and <vv4iile 
flie impetuous passfcrtis^drag usonwaid, we 
give ifeo ilie ^weet aiemcMy ef* early yoath 
a HiouMmd fcAid attd li^^less inghs, then 
fenierw nvilli fcrem%^g feet those 'angDvam<^ 
ableloadevs. 

LiOrd Pef)aAlm)ke'8 parfiafity had long d&« 
titoguisAn^ a noble you^ the policy of 
lord lidcester still kept abroad. I had 
seen many df his letters, throngh the me- 
Awoa H!^f ^kdy Peinfbrofee, and my heart ted 
learnt to #Qtter 'aft the name ^f Essex ete 
yet I bdidd him. Alas» even while I re- 
peaN: ft, I ^own ^Iftie same 'sensation ! Oh^ 
kFve! exqaislte delaHibn!<»pfivatmgenOTl 
fi^Ma the moment the lips find .pleasure m 
An* word, till t^y lose the power of pnv 
ntiiHCfng it, the charm, the ineonceivahle 
cimrm remittns ! Wheib« efaerished by the 
iaB%efliiis <lt hope, CMr^dKiHedby the dewa 
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of fisappointinent — ^wlietber the dioten 
objeefc is fintMul or anfiathfuU glowing^ 
witfa animftkion fa^foK oar eijres^ or 8e»red 
ap in the dark aiid silent grai?et«*«the«|iaB^ 
aion; tfaeposferfulpasskm^ assnts its eter^- 
nal influence, and decides die. character 
where it once has reigned. Whfle I dwett 
on liie moment which caittedE to being this 
finer and more poignsnt sense^ sensifaiiity, 
memory retoaces its dear emotions with a 
softness time.itself can never extinguish. 

Tinctured with the partialil^j^of lent 
Essex's friends, alrea^ aoqumnted widx 
his sentiments on heroism, glory,, and evjesy 
attaebment exoefrt; that of the hearts I 
fondly flatteied myself the day would 
oome^ when he would receive fvom me that 
last and liveliest in]qM'essi0n which forms 
ami finishes the hnraan soul. I mterwove 
myself insennbly in all his oonceni&~I 
deeply lamented the tie of relationship 
whkh subjected his adions to the will oT 
lord Leitoster, and employed some o£ the 
little time I ^ent with my lord, in endsa- 
w>uaSng to bias his nlind in favottrc^ the 
abatntfaera^ Cold and silent en thenieeita' 
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of Essex, lord Lbicerter often. bantered me 
on being so senisible of them, and seldom 
failed to remind me of the family compact 
which had bound lord Essex to wed sir. 
Francis Walsinghami's only daughter;: to. 
ftilfil which he purposed soon to r&call him, 
and advised me rather to turn my eyes on 
sir Walter Raleigh, whose talents he pro- 
nounced infinitely ^superior, and whose 
homage was wholly paid to me. As this 
was a lover he knew I detesited, the con- 
versation generally ended when he was 
named ; but a succession of such discourses 
confirmed me in the opinion of lord Lteu 
cester's selfishness, and prepared me, per- 
haps, to decide in opposition to it. 

Essex was at length summoned to Eng- 
land ; he arrived. An idle unaccountable 
apprehension at once overcame my reason. 
I was persuaded I could not see him with 
indifference. I feared the keen eye of 
Ehzabeth, and the colder and more watch- 
ful one of lord Leicester. I quitted the 
court the day Essex was to be presented, 
and passed it with lady Pembroke. By a 
skigular chance. Miss Walsingham . had 
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chosen to do the same. The party enlarged 
insensibly as the circle decreased. Essex* 
was the theme of every tongue ; and while 
Miss Walsingham's triumphant eyes ac- 
knowledged the implied compliments, my 
jdelding heart received them. — ** He is 
here," cried lady Pembroke, in the after- 
noon, looking out of the window, and 
kissing her hand. I felt ready once more 
to run away, but that decorum restrained 
me. Lady Pembroke indulged one of the 
gay whims which so often were a source 
of pleasure at once to herself and her 
friends, and insisted tlia^: he should only 
be told his bride was among the unmarried 
ladies, from whom his heart must select 
her. This was an ill-judged project. Miss 
Walsingham had been contracted to lord 
Essex in childhood, rather to ratify a re- 
conciliation between the families than any 
aflEection. . The rigid principles of lady ' 
Walsingham had hitherto kept her daugh- 
ter 'in tota^ seclusibn, and the death of hei* ^ 

• ■ • • 

mother had now given the young lady Im-^ ^ 
bounded liberty. Her passiohs, natiittdfy ^ 
violent, had alwayis sjiumfed restraint-/ but ' 



oompeiled for a. time to subimt to k, thcf 
marked her charactw e^en ki early youth 
witlfr haughtiness. The beauty she em^ 
ntotly possessed soob drew around her a 
ciowd of lovers^ which elevating her vsh 
nky, added coquetry to pride» and united 
in her person the stimige extremes of sour 
reserve and unbounded levity. Sir Philip 
Sydney was the only man supposed to 
have any interest in her heart ; hut as he 
had from the fiiiSt devoted himself to ano* 
ther, she affected to despise him» and wait, 
the return of her allotted husband^ with a 
resolution, to fulfil the contract. 

Miss Walsingham seconded the pro^ 
sal of lady Pembroke^ which rather per- 
plexed the rest o£ the oompany ; and after 
much pleasantry on the subject of sympa- 
thy, lady Pembroke sent for her lord and 
the stranger. Ah, Heavens! that invin- 
cible stranger-«<-bom to decide my destiaj. 
His youth had accustomed me to expedt 
to find something unformed and unfini^ed 
in his person aod mannecs— how then waa 
I surprised to see the hdght and mq^stj 
of lord LdLcester^ united with a coux^ 
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teaioice no less perfect, while every grace 
of figuf^, feature, and complexion, were 
lighted up by brilliant youth, an air at 
once elegant and ingenuous, and an ex« 
pression of sensibility whidi heightened 
eveiy charm ! I have not half described 
the dear, the deep impression — I would in 
vain describe* it : — he looked, and I then 
first seemed to see-^he spoke, and I then 
first seemed to hear. Fearful lest any 
marked disorder should betray me, I rivet* 
ted my eyes upon the ground, but they 
had already borne the image into my 
heart : I stiU saw it withiiH and my charm- 
ed sense retained the sound of that voice, 
regardless oi^ all others. Smiling expres- 
sively at lady Pembroke's authoritative 
order, he kissed the hinid she had given 
him, and flopping it, knelt graciously to 
me. Gracious Heaven ! how excessive 
was my coafiasion at this unlucky mistake, 
yet how exquisite my silent pleasure! 
The overpowering mirth of tlie whole 
party displeased him. Kindly deigning to 
ijEnpute my distress scdely to that cause, iie. 

VOL. lU I 
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Miicited my pardon for having united me 
in tfhe very excellent jest the ladies were 
obliging enough to make at his expence ; 
adding, in a lower voice, that wherever pa^ 
rental authority had destined him to bow, 
be should always remember with pride and 
pleasure the distinguished choice his heart 
had ventured to make : then advancing to 
Miss Walsingham, whose i^eadiness saved 
him a second mistake, he made her some 
cold coaiplimeilt, which awakened every 
fiery partide of her nature, and passed on 
to pay the same respect to the rest of the 
ladies, while bis eyes ever ai^d anon re^ 
turned to me, with tlutt passionate ingenu*- 
ousness which through life has been his 
characteristic. 

I left him behind and returned to court, 
glowing with the same ardent passion I 
had oiice dared to condemn in you, and 
flattering myself that he was studying how 
to break an engagement not ratified by 
his heart. How sweet were the hours rich 
with that Iwpe ! Ready every moment to 
acknowledge the truth, and to indulge my 
passion by reposing it in your fidtfafui 
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bosom/ J found you ovenvhelmGd with 
tears, apprehension, and anguish, for it was 
at this very period the cruel and extrava- 
gant jealousy of lord Leicester became ap- 
parent. Wanting courage to mention an 
incident remote from the cause of your 
sorrow, I buried the. dear impr^sion in 
my heart, and devoted myself to soothing 
a mind so deeply wounded. By a strange 
transition in n;iy own sentiments, I had 
learnt fairly to judge of yours, and the in- 
creasing similarity interwove our souls 
every day more and more strongly, though 
not one word escaped me. Dreams of 
pride and grandeur, which had sometimes 
embittered a spirit^ I will venture to call 
noble, vanished at once before a stronger 
passion, which strangely filled up that void 
in my mind nothing yet had ever been able 
to f^l. I no longer complained of the 
queen — I no longer thought the court a 
prison — conforming from that moment 
quietly to my fate, I centered every wish 
in one sole object 
I even employed myself diligently in 

xa 
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developing lord Leicester's sentiments; 
and conciliating a difference both of you 
suffered alike by, though neither would al- 
low it. Lord Essex, during these conver- 
sations, was ever near -us, with watchful 
eye endd&vouring to dive into the nature 
of pur connexion, and the myst«y of our 
birih, so industriously buried by Leicestei' 
and Elizabeth. The disgust your lord al- 
ready shewed towards Essex became Ai 
these occasions more appai'ent, and as its 
cause, I sought by every little distinction 
to reward that dear lover's patience ; a dis- 
like so unjust heightened, however, that I 
already felt towards lord Leicester, though 
at the same moment it supplied a still more 
urgent reason for concealing it than those, 
which had hitherto influenced me. 

The sufferings of your mind sunk into 
mine, and profiting by the sad example of 
a passion imprudently indulged, I called 
myself to account for cherishing so dan- 
gerous a weakness, ^ and resolved by a cou- 
rageous effort to govern, if I could not ex- 
tinguish it. But, ah, bow vain is that 
attempt when once we are truly touched } 
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« 

Lov^ my sister, like the enwrithed ser- 
pent, only compresses the heart more 
closely for every eflTort we make to shake 
it off. In vain I turn my contemplations 
towards the obscurity which had hitherto 
attended our lives, the dark and mysterious 
cloud which yet hung over them; love 
drew a vivid rainbow across it, and every 
tear due to misfortune fell tinctured with 
Essex. Ah, wherefore should calamity 
heighten that passion ? Without being able 
to define the cause, I acknowledge the ef- 
fect. The heart, for ever active, perhaps 
then ferments most powerfully, atid where 
love has once found room, every agitation; 
co-operates to its increase, however distinct 
its origin. 

Yet if the weakness of woman could be 
justified by the merit of the object, the 
mor^ I examined Essex, the more reason 
I had to be satisfied. That noble candour 
which resisted through life the courtly 
artifice he would neither profit by or 
adopt, was* at this period eminently con- 
spieuous; while his warm heart and po- 
lished understanding made him no less the 
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friend than the patron of genius, Eveiy 
indifferent spectator admired to see even 
his youtfi rich with every promise fulfilled 
in the riper years of Sydney, and thought 
sir Francis Walsingham the happiest of 
nieri, in being able to match his daughter 
with either of these disting^uished minds» 
The gfeneroud Essex scorned to deceive her 
he did not refuse to marry ; and paying 
his decesEsed father's will the deep respect 
of appearing ready to comply with it. 
Waited the operations of fortune ift his fa- 
vour, arid adjored mein silence. 

At this juncture the camp claimed lord 
Leicester, and the nobility accompanied 
him. i shared the mortal chagrin with 
which you saw him depart in silence, and 
followed you so truly through all your feel- 
ings, that I sought to persuade mysfelf 
Essex might only want the power to treat 
me in the same manner. This painfiil idea 
operated so strongly as to make me assume 
a coldness at parting to which my lover 
was unaccustomed, and which, to own the 
truth, I did not cease regretting the whole 
time of his absence. 
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The dispersion and defeat of the arnaada 
restored gaiety and edat to the court. 
The fullest reconciliation took place be* 
tween you aui lord Leicester. My heart 
opened once more to hope, to happiness, 
to £ssex» who now took courage to unfold 
his sentiments to lady Pembroke. She 
instantly adopted his cause, and promised 
to find him an opportunity ifO plead it. 
Nor was it long ere she drew me to her 
house, and telling me, with one of those 
happy smiles which disponed us to grant 
whatever she wished, that from the first 
nx>ment she saw me, it had been one of the 
darling objects of her life to unite me with 
lord Essex, who alone appeared to her like- 
ly to deserve the heart she had so thorough<^ 
ly studied ; she had therefore engaged her 
lord to join with her in concerting that 
mode of introduction which appeared to 
me so wild a whim. It had fully answered 
her hopes in fascinating one of the parties, 
and, she added, she half believed it was not 
lost upon the other. Fixing her eyes for 
a moment on my glowing cheeks, she gaily 
started up to throw open her closet-door. 
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— •* In short, my dear," cried sfte, ** here is" 
lord Essex hitnself; allow him ta plead his 
own cause, and when I think I can speak 
more to the purpose, depend*on ray inter- 
rupting him.** FTucking her robe from my 
trembling fingers, she ran out of the- room ^ 
Distressed, irresolute, and overcome 
with the arriral of a moment so long wished 
for, I made an eflfbrt to follow herr but 
using the same means to detain me I had 
vmsuccessfully tried wfth my friend. Ford* 
Essex grasped my robe more firmly; I 
tamed, and not daring to fix my eyes on^ 
the ghiceful form, the fine fece on whfcR 
they fell, I dropt them, and yielded in sr-^ 
lence to hear him. How deep,, ah Heaven^ 
lid w exquisite, is the remembrance of that 
moment, when the name of love first 
reached my ear, from the only voice whfich 
could render it agreeable! — " I will not 
imagine, most worshipped of women,'' said* 
the earl, " I offer you any new homage m- 
thus bending before you. The moment 
my eyes first beheld yours, my too-read)^ 
knees offered up to you a heart new to the 
passion that moment made eternal. The 
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highest sense of duty to a father, whose 
will in all other instances was governed by 
reason, hallowed even the generous error 
which induced him to contract tne to Miss 
Walsingham^. Destined to resign in the 
flower of his days every advantage which 
makes this ^yorld dear to man, he studiously 
sought to ' secure them' all for a son, who 
watered his pale cheek with the tear of 
guileless childhood ; and to secure ine 
friends at court, who might supply in some 
degree his^ own place, alliqd me nominally 
to the politic Walsingham, persuaded his 
interest alone could counterbalance that of^ 
our inveterate enemies, the Cecil family. 
The event- justified this opinion. . A com- 
bination of circumstances would' have bu* 
ried me in obscurity, had I not had the 
support and attachment of sir Francis. 

• Thus circumstanced, it would ill become 

• me. to reject the daughter of the man to 
whom I owe my safety and distinction ; 
but early learning her character^ and fear- 
ing to trust my happiness in the hands of 
a. girl whose violent temper destroyed her 

I3 
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own, I readily yielded to the pAeasUre c^ 
lord Leicester in remainhig abroad ; not 
without a hope (which time ccmlihned) that 
she would in the interim give her heart to 
some more as^duous lov^n I bad treason to 
believe l^is wish was accomplished ere I 
ventured to return home. Her partiality 
for sir Philip Sydney is indeed too apparent 
for toe to think of uniting with her, were 
the fHends of both willing to complete the 
match ; but as I cannot help flattering my* 
self that tiie determination of sir Philip 
will regulate that of the Walsingham fa* 
mily, fain would I learn from your indul- 
gence (if indeed you deign to interest 
yourself in the fate of a man bom but to 
adore you) whether Sydney has any th>n^ 
to hope from your sister. Aocept in this 
explanation my excuse for presuming to' 
hover near your secret ; and do not ima* 
gine> by uniting myself in it, I seek to in^ 
trude on engagements I shall readily yield 
tO| whether I am permitted to utiderstand 
them or not.** 

Char {ped alike with the accents of th^t. 
harmonious voice, and the passion it gene- 



rou&Yy avowed — prepared by the opeimtfy 
of: his redtal to indulge my nfitural can- 
dpur, I delivered myself wholly up to th^ 
impulse of my heart ; and the implied ac<^ 
knowledgment of my affection, made when 
I condescended to explain your /sentiments 
respecting sir Philip, lighted up his fine 
eyes with new softness and gratitude. In- 
sensibly led on to apeak of lord Leicester, 
I recollected at once the error I was conpi- 
matting, and not daring to violate the si- 
lienoe Thad promised, I broke off abrupt*- 
ly, . covered with blushes and coBfusion«^< 
A long pause ensued. I raised my eyes, 
anxious and irrej|olut&, tt> his; chagrin had 
dimmed all their lustre. He saw the 
conflict' in my mind, and recollecting the 
superiority of his own charactj^r, he con* 
jured me tb consider well all I would s&yi 
and to believe that confidence would be 
only a wdg^t upon his heart, which mine 
dbould nev^ reproach me with bestowing. 
His wounded feelings gave a persuasive 
tremulation to his voice ; that, and the 
delicacy of mind which made him above 
profiting by the error of mineip-the right 
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a iover instantly acquires over the conduct ' 
of a woman who has once ventured to ac- 
knowledge her partiaHty-~aIas ! the exqui- 
site fear such ever feel at appearing for one 
.moment to distrust tHje object of their 
choice — all united to authorize, in my own 
judgment, that full confession the occasion 
wt>n from me. The astonishing story of 
our birth, the secret of the Rece^, its dis.- 
covery by lord Leicester, your subsequent 
marriage with him, tbe feint by which the 
queen was influenced alike to remain silent 
on^^very point respecting us, all was fully 
revealed ; the veil of fiction fell at once, 
and presented me to him the being I was 
born. Tliis interesting confidence cemented 
oHr mutual passion, and gave such charms 
to the moment as memory ever returns to 
with pleasure. I imposed on him a vow 
of sitenoe and secrecy, till your deicisive 
refusal of sir Philip should fix his marriage 
with Miss Walsingham, and more fortii- ' 
nate circumstances facilitate our own; nor- 
could tlie interval, 1 said, appear tedious ' 
to ^ther, while we were daily permitted to 
meeli^tbough in pubKe, and reaA in each . 
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ciher'fr eyes a passion untinctured with 
doubt, and which- every following day pro* 
raised to sanctify. Essex found too-many 
sources of wonder and pleasure in the mu*- 
tuaf confidence, to oppose her he from 
that moment looked up to ; and we parted,* 
so satisfied with the interview, tliat either 
would- have bought il with life. 

Nevertheless I was far from considering 
Miss Wahingham as the sole obstacle to 
our union. The politic lord Leicester 
strongly, though silently, opposed it; nor 
indeed without reason, Conscious he had; 
rdgned so many years without a competi- 
tor in the- heart of Elizabeth,, he might 
justly dread the progress of a rival, in 
whom all his advantages were united, with 
many he never possessed. Not satisfied 
ynth the reputation of beauty and elegance, 
Ileicester ever passionately desired that of 
conduct and valour, and had given the 
kingdom but too convincing proofs how 
unequal he was to the military rank he: 
held. Essex was bom a soldier. The 
rough and generous virtues of that charac- 
ter were joined in him with the polished ^ 
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graces of a courtier,, and the most refined 
taste for literature. A man calculated to^ 
shineih whatever light you examined him,. 
Could not fail to alarm all tvho valued and 
held the favour of Elizabeth; Add to this,, 
that Essex was naturally bold and aspiring ; 
consequently would retain whatever be 
once possessed. Such were, already the 
fears of all the favourites of the' queen,, 
and who could bound mine, when I reool- 
lect^ the dubious fate of his noble father, 
and the last warning he had given to thid^ 
dorlingson? 

The sudden and unexpected marriage of 
sir Philip Sydney and Miss Wakinghara,. 
revived those hopes in the mind of Essex I 
had so long strove to throw at a distance;, 
and with them too revived the vain project - 
of confiding, his views to lord Leicester, . 
with whose approbation of them he still 
continued to flatter himself* « Terrified lest 
such an unguarded measure should exaspe- 
rate Leicester to his utter ruin,, who' would 
ill brook that this embiy o rival should cross 
his &te in every instance, and dare to con- 
tend with him for a share of those advan**: 
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t$ge9 he was determined to monopolize, I 
exerted the utmost care to charm my lover 
to silence. Alas ! every day made that more 
diflBculL The queen and Leicester, fear- 
ful of my finding among the many who 
professed themselves my servants, one 
wliose views would interfere with their own, 
immedlateiy allotted me that weak wretch, 
lord Arlington, for a husband ; and, in 
countenancing his addresses,^ threw every 
other lover at a distance ; at the same time 
giving me but too much reason to appre- 
hend, that if ever I was permitted to marr 
ry, it must be as a sacrifice. to both.. Ncft 
daring to consult you on a subject I had 
so long concealed,, and on which we must 
ever think so difierently, as well as unwill- 
ing to blight the little gleam of sunshine 
love illumined your days with, I resigned 
i^nyself up to a gloom which hardly the 
presence of Essex could dissipate. 

A very short time rendered the intentions 
of the queen and lord Leicester obvious to 
Essex. His impassioned soul, fired alike 
with love of me, and disdain of him I was 
commanded to love, treated lord ArliQgtoa^ 
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with' so^marked a contempt, that nothing : 
but' the irresolution incident to weak minds 
could prevent his rival from making a mor-- 
tal quarrel of it Possessed in my confi- 
dence of the means to render lord Leicester' 
more tractable,, the earl of Essex solicited 
rpy consent to insist on. that of your lord,, 
as well as his interest with the queen; if he 
valued the preservation of his own secret. 

The tender love which attached me to > 
you alone could induce me to oppose a de- 
sign of which my happiness was* the ulti- 
mate object. But convinced that an edair^ 
cissement of thiskind w^ould embroil me for 
ever with lord Leicester, and fill your suf- 
fering mind with« trouble beyond all those- 
you had already experienced,, I consented 
to see Essex once more at lady Pembroke's ; 
and exerting at thatinterview every power 
I possessed over his perturbed heart, tO' 
moderate bis rage, and soothe his love, tili.^ 
the ensuing campaign in the Netherlands 
should be over^ I promised a steady resist- - 
atice to every matrimonial proposal in the 
interval, and to decide his fate on his return* 
Knowing it vain to hope to actuate him by; 
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any selfish consideration of his owr wel&re, 
I buried in my heart its deepest sources of 
apprehension, and bound hhn to patience^ 
by a strong representation of the danger to 
which any rashness on his part would infal- 
libly expose me. Those inflamed passions- 
no other being could ever control were re- 
gulated by my voice, and when necessity 
compelled us to part, I seemed to leave i» 
his arms the dearer portion of my existence* 
Occupied by feelings and views^ distinct 
from each other, and agreeing only in 
watching the wind, and sending every 
wish towards the camp, you and I seldbnr 
entered into our accustomed confidence 
and friendship. I had, however, some* 
times the relief of a letter, through the me* 
dium of lady Pembroke : by tliose I learnt - 
your lord still maintained an outward i^ow 
of civility towafrd^ Essex, while be secretly 
made him sensible of all his poWer, yet 
with an art so profound as left him no ap» 
parent right to- complain. He often re- 
minded me of my promise, and vowed to- 
preserve an undoubted claim to it by s(i!l ^ 
endi^ring for n^y sake. Overwliekned withr^ 
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anxiety and perf^xities^ I hardly durst 
look tawards the unravelling of events ao 
cptnplieated, and waited in dreadful sus- 
pense the will of Heaven. It broke in 
tlmnder over me^-tbe cruel situation in 
which you soon found yourself — ^lord 
Leicestefs abrupt and imprudent return 
on the news of it>~the poUtic e(Hi£rt:ructftOir 
h^ gave that return to the mk and doting 
queen — ^her sudden resolution to marry 
hiai» and the immediate neoesfsity for get- 
ting out of her power, whidi rendered both 
him and you in one houik misei^ble fugi- 
tives^ were incidents so strange^ rapid^ a^d 
un^spected, that I became tbeii* victim^ 
ere I could >any way account for iU 

The fatal morning of lord Leicester's 
return, you left him tb attend the rising- of 
the queen, which was on that ddy. your 
periodical duty. I waited with impatience 
the event of my lord's visit to Elizabeth*, 
in which my own safety, as well as yours, 
was immediately concerned. A servant pf 
lady Pembroke's, in whom she reposed 
great trust, suddenly brought me word that 
a fright had thri^wn h^ into ^mature 
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IfibcHir, and the danger was so imminent 
that even while we spoke she might breathe 
her last ; nevertheless the messenger, in 
bei* name, urged me to hasten to her, if I 
valued the letters I had lodged in h^. hands. 
I gave way to the alarm without reflection, 
and accompanied the messenger instantly ; 
nor did I meet in pas^ng through the pa* 
lace any of our women or friends, to whom* 
I could mention the cause of my sudden 
absence. Happily the danger of my much- 
loved friend was over ere I arrived. I pres* 
sed her hand in silence, and took from H th^ 
packet relative to Essex^ she had kept ready 
to ^ve me ; which I put into my bosom, 
and was hastening back, when a stranger, 
as I passed through the outer coiirt, .pre<> 
sented me a note. The hand my fluttered 
senses owned for that of Essex. But why 
should he return to England ? A confused 
fear arose in my mind, which hardly left 
me power to read it. It was anonymous* 
but I learnt from it, ** that he had been at 
the house of lady Pembroke, where, shock- 
ed at the distress into which her mlsfor- 
tane had just thrown her lord, a$ well as 
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the whole family, he found it in vain tcr 
hope their asMstance towards obtaining an 
interview with me, which, nevertheless^ 
was highly essential to the peace and safety 
of both." He ended with conjuring me to 
follow the beslrer, if I wished to save him 
from desperation. Perhaps on the deci-'. 
fiion of this import«it moment de^iended 
the peace of my whole future- life. Too 
surely my compliance infinitely lengthened 
the tfatal absence from court which en;- 
thralled me for many psunful years ; and 
dearly did I expiate that first deviation, 
from propriety and prudence- But are we* 
always rulers over our feelings ? mine were 
agitated with almost every possible cause,.. 
and coward reason too often retreats^ from, 
the dangerous contest. 

I stept into a hired boat the messenger 
shewed me, which was rowed down the 
river with the utmost rapidity. During 
the little voyage 1 revolved in my mind 
every probable reasoir for this sudden and 
alarming return of the earl ; but I was at 
Greenwidi ere I yet had fiked on one. I 
landed at s^ solitary garden belonging, to . 
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lord Southampton, and was conducted to a 
pavilion which overhung the water, where 
I found Essex alone, pale, disordered, and 
undrest, with every symptom of anxiety 
and fatigue. Overwhelmed with I know 
not what agitation, I sunk upon his shouI« 
der, as he knelt before me, and gave way 
to an uncertain presentiment of sadness, a 
few hours after so fully verified. Not even 
the charm of his voice could immediately 
sooth spirits, so many concurring circum« 
stances had deeply agitated : nevertheless, 
on comprehending that surmise, and not 
misfortune, had brought him thus sud-> 
denly to England, I felt my oppressed 
heart breathe a little more freely. 1 by. 
and-by understood that the sole motive of 
this jouniey was th^ sudden one of lord- 
Leicester ; that by means of friends who 
surrounded your lord, he had always en« 
deavoured to keep a watchful eye on his 
actions ; and understood that a packet of 
letters, brOuglit by a trusty hand from 
England, had ^itated him so strongly, aa 
to noake him resolve on leaving his com* 
mand to post home immediately^ The 
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communication of this mysterious resolkt- 
tion determined him to follow the steps of 
his general, which he was enabled to do, 
as he fortunately acted only as a volunteer. 
The impatience lord* Leicester discovered 
during his hasty journey, authorized the 
fears of the rival who followed his steps, 
and persuaded him either that the secret 
of my Urth^ had transpired, ^r that some 
manceuvre was projected to dispose of me 
as policy dictated. Rendered desperate by 
these fears, he had left every thing in train 
for an immediate return, if fortunatdy I 
was still at liberty ; or if he could be the 
happy means of delivering me, in case the 
whole truth had been discovered; nor 
could he longer doubt but I would at last 
consent to follow the fortunes of a man, 
who had never for a moment put all the 
hopes he might perhaps justly form,, in 
competition with the single one of possess- 
ing me. The generous error of the earFs 
conduct could not offend me, butpersuaded 
my own situation was not so desperate as 
he represented it, I accounted to hiin for 
lord Leicester's precipitate journey^ by ai^- 
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knowfedging the truth, and urged faim to 
leave England directly, that bis having 
visited it might never transptre. But I 
talked to one vfho no longer attafided to 
me. His eyes wandered wildly over my 
features, while his whole soul was engrossed 
by his favourite prcy^ct. Possessed and dis« 
tracted with the idea that lord Leicester 
would infalliUy ruin his hopes by disposing 
of me, if ever I was again in his power, 
not all my vows of everlasting love and 
fidelity to him, nor promises of ^he most 
obstinate resistance to every other propo- 
sal, could avgil. — ^" You are gorie, you are 
torn from me for ever, if once these eyes 
lose aight of you," was his impassioned 
reply, a thousand times repeated to all my 
arguments and entreaties. — ^" It is the 
crisis of our fate, my love^!* would be cry ; 
**yidd, oh yield to it ! Admitting you are 
prck)f against trials you cannot guess at till 
too late, how know you but I may be 
sacrificed? Sir Francis Walsingbam already 
repents consenting to annul the contract 
between me and bis daughtqr-^she is 
idready wido^^ed ; a bin^ would engage 
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lord Ij&cester to favour its renewal (for do 
tiot his views coincide with that project?) 
a word from him would determine the 
queen in its favour ; and a command from 
her disobeyed would exile me for life. 
Thus, my sweet Ellen," continued this 
aj^tated lover, " you ^ not only put your 
own &te in tlie hands of a man, who will 
never consent to unite it with mine; but 
even should you have resolution to resist 
his will, you deliver up to it a wretch you 
say you dearly love, and who certainly 
loves you to madness;" Bathing the hands 
he grasped!^ with precious drops of tender- 
ness and anguish, he held them alternately 
to his lips and heart What was my dis^ 
traction at that moment ? Inexorably to 
refuse was the hard duty imposed by my 
reason, while n^ soul even melted with 
fondness. But the fear that I should en^^ 
tail misfcHtune on the dear dioioe of my 
faeait; obscure at once the brilliant fortune 
whidi seemed to spread before his youth- 
ful steps, and track them perhaps with 
blood ; a just remembrance of the severe 
censure I had passed on your conduct 



THE ]tSC«» 19$ 

Wider circninatances not less tryin,g; obdB 
oonviotion that auch a compihaDce would 
iiiMibly endanger your safety> made me 
re$oIve to act up to my sense of rectitude^ 
at whatever price. I collected these rea» 
soaSy JEind many more, which have now es^ 
caped fny mind, to prepare Essex for a 
disappointment I was sure he would fed 
hut too sensibly, and strove to reconcile 
hiiii tf> the refusal, by convincing him that 
his own welfare was the chief cause of it 
Perhaps in truth it was, for hardly can 
the sun tinge the dew-drops with more 
vajdous hues than the soul will cast upon 
its feeling. I a thousand times assured 
him, " that to b© the sole object of his heart 
did IK* give me more pleasure than to 
$ee him the admiration of the kingdom. 
The happy promise of his youth/' I 
added, ** had centered every eye and every 
hope ill him. What then would be my 
^ef and disappointment, if the coming 
years, which ought to crown him with 
glpry^i were to bury him in obscurity, or 
steep him in sorrow? That nature had 
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formed me with a strength of mind to view 
every situation in its true light ; nor could 
I comprise all human passions in love^ 
though I thought it, perhaps, the leading 
one. Fill up the interval of our separa- 
tion, my lord," cried I, " with a long suc- 
cession of such heroic actions, as may give 
to our union, whenever Heaven permits 
it, the only happiness not comprised in it- 
self — the sacred sense of having deserved 
it. The milder virtues of my sex shall 
not be wanting; time, patience, and for- 
titude, often conquer fate herself; nor will 
I ever yield to lord Leicester an obedience 
i do not owe him, though, for my sister's 
sake, 1 shall condescend to temporize in 
instances of less importance. Plighted to 
you by eveiy.tie, the rites of the church 
could only ratify a claim, which will from 
this moment make my acceptance of ano- 
ther an ad ultery of the worst kind. Hasten 
back then, my dear Essex ; conceal, if pos- 
sible, that you have been absent, and be- 
ware how you expose to the eyes of lord 
^Leicester a suspicion of his honour^ he 
would never perhaps pardon." I broke 
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from his arms, strengthened mtdy by some 
supernatural aid.—*" Yet stay, toy beloved, 
my worshipped EUinor^— Oh, yet be per- 
suaded ! — ^you leave me for ever-r-f hese ach- 
ing eyes see you for the last tirae^— never, 
oh never, shall I now call you mine !" Such 
were the passionate exdamations which 
vibrated on my quickened sense as I flew 
towards the boat, atid ordered the men to 
row to London. My full eyes still sought 
that gracefijl form, wiiich, with folded arms 
and a dejected air, hung over the terrace, 
and ray heart dissolved at the accents 
which still lingered on my ear. Alas, I 
knew not tfcen how fiir they were pro-"* 
phetic! 

Such M'as my conflict, such my determi- 
nalion, during the busy hours frat|ght with 
your fate and mine, my sister. The mind, 
however, soon recovers all its vigour, when 
it has dared to act up to its duties, and I 
had wiped away my tender chagrin ere I 
reached the court Ah! let me shorten 
this part of my recital, lest I rashly pause; 
to question Heaven, why the most merito^ 
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rious action of my life became the cause 
of my ruin ? , I reached London, Matilda, 
two houi« after you and lord LeioeMsr ' 
quitted it ; and fearful of the appearance 
my long absence might have even in your 
eyes, did you know how the time had been 
spent, I resolved to tell you that I had 
passed the day at lady Pembroke's bed- 
side; and to avoid the inquiry of indififerent 
persons, stole at the close of the evemng 
through the back courts : thus fatally eludr 
ing the watchful care of lady Arundell, 
who had planted assiduous iriends in every 
other avenue to the palace, ready to inter- 
cept me when returning, after she had 
caused London to be explored in vain tp 
find me. 

Ah, gracious Heaven, what were my 
emotions when entering our apartment! I 
saw the qvieen's women and officers in pos- 
session of it 1 ' The disorder of our cabinets 
and chests-^every thing indicated a dan- 
gerous discovery — a terror, for which there 
is no name, came over me* A joyful ex- 
clamation on the part of those into whose 
hands I had fallen^ and a dispatch to the 
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qiiedn, gave me itaaon to fear alike for my 
Matilda. To the inquiries I hiade, no 
other answer was given, than that they 
were employed to guard, arid not infonA^ 
me; and an officer of the queisn's immedi* 
ately appeared to conduct ine to her pre- 
sence. Unable to command a single mo- 
ment of solitude and silence to regulate 
my thoughts or actions, the past, the (ire- 
sent, and the future, presented only one 
wild chaos td my mind, which hardly the 
breath of Heaven seemed able to bring into 
carder. Pale, horrpr-struck, and speechless,* 
I was dragged like a criminal into the 
closet of the queen, whose burning cheeks, 
and enraged eyes, told me in one killing 
look all I had to dread. My conductors 
wei'e ordered to retire, and lord Burleigh, 
with the old lady Latimer, were the 
only spectators of this dreadful interview. 
Scarce could my trembling limbs support 
me, or my sunk soul utter a single word. 
Death — death in the most terrible form 
glared upon me. What do I say — death ? 
Oh that I had feared no other evil ! Grief, 
insult^ obloquy, all that can add horrors to 



198 T«K SCCESST. 

the grove, promised to forerun it Tbe 
packet of letters, the testimonials of my 
birth, whatever was wanting to confirm' 
the doubts of Elizabeth, or redouble her 
rage, were aU to be found about me*. Ma- 
tilda, Essex — those forms so dear,, glistered 
before my tearful eyes, and I seemed in 
this perilous moment ta drog down to the 
earth every human being I loved and 
valued. 

Elizabeth gave way to that coarse vim* 
lence which marks her manners. Is there 
a vindictive or opprobrious epithet she did 
not exhaust ? Lord Burleigh, apprehend- 
ing that this ungovemed passion would 
TBth^rgive than gain information^ solicited 
her permission to examine me,. which ifhe 
sullenly granted. To all his artful and in- 
sidious inquiries I replied with truth, VeiU 
ing only such partiailars of your life and 
my cwn, as malioe might construe into a 
crime; always referring myself to lord 
Leicester, in whose bosom the secret of our 
fhte was, as the queen well knew, de^ 
pbsited.-^'^ Ah, ah ! then, traitress," criec^ 
Elizabeth, no longer abk to contain her 



THE RECESS. 199 

nge^het v^ry eyes flashing fire^ " so thou 
wouldest artfully feign ignorance of thy 
deiested sistet^s marriage with that villain 
thou glossest over so rarely ; that informa- 
tiot), I thank him, he has thought proper 
to give me under his own hand (pointing 
to a paper lying on the table near her) ; 
take that truth from me, and now unfold 
the rest^ or tortures shall wring it from 
thee.'' 

She continued to speak, but I had ceased 
to hear — ^breathless, mute, astounded, my 
feet seemed to take root on. the spot where 
I stood, and my tears alone proved that I 
was not marble. Lord Leicester's mar- 
riage acknowledged — authenticated at such 
a juncture-— and by himself too—Heavens^ 
what a chaos did this news make in my 
mind ! — •" Speak, Jezebel !" exclaimed the 
exasp^*ated queen, in a tone almost as in* 
articulate through passion as mine was 
through fear; ** thou art still in my power — 
though the perfidious villain I had raised 
from the dust, and loaded with benefits — 
though he, I say, and his minion, have 
escaped my vengeance, thou art yet withii> 



my reach — ^tremble lest thou^sftouldst an* 
svver, shouldst suffer for all" 

Alas ! her utmost rage could hardly Imve 
adde<l a pang to those which at that mo- 
ment overwhelmed me. Another kiUifig 
truth had unwarily escaped her — ^lord t*ei- 
Cester himself then thought there was no 
safety but in flight — he Wad gone, and my 
sister, it was plain, had accompanied him— 
both had surrendered me up a hopeless^ 
helpless victim, however unoffi&nding — 
even tears^ as well as lang^age^ now failed 
me, and my brain shot through with fire-. 
Oh, Essex, In this moment I y«t refii^i* 
bered thee ! Thy last wc^ds ya; fiittg itt 
my ears, and my soul struggled With th(* 
deep regret I felt for having scorned thy 
project, through a vain— vaiii generosity. 
Elizabeth finding threats and interroga^ 
tions alike lost on a girl, whose absent 
senses seemed to have wholly retired into 
her heart, now gave way to one of her vio- 
lent transports ; she threw a large book of 
devotion which lay by her on the tabl^, 
with so good an aim, that it struck ine on 
the temple, and I sunk senselei^ to. the 
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eflitfa. The attendants w^re all called in^ 
anid tny laces cut, as if I had iainted, the 
queen not choosing to arow a resentment 
80 grosdy ^pressed. A ribbon, from 
whetiee btmg the dearer part of my exist- 
ence, those testimonials of my birth, which 
we^e one day to fix ray rank in life, at- 
tracted the eye of Elizabeths The ready 
attendants disengaged and presented them 
to her. hand, together with the packet con* 
taining my correspondence with Essex. 
I was insensibly reviving when she perused 
the first, but surely that moment half 
avenged me. Never did mind or body 
undergo a greater revolution — ^rage evape- 
rated at once — surprise, grief, confusion, 
silence succeeded ; with a face pale as my 
own, trembling hands, and failing eyes, 
over and over again did she examine the 
incontestable proofs of so suiprising an 
event; then wildly glancing over my fea- 
tui^s, she tore the papers into atoms she 
never thought small ^lough. 

During this interval 1 had so far re* 
covered myself as to be capable of speaking; 

K 3 
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but scarce had I uttered a sound, ere she 
started in her turn, afraid to hear — ^ Take 
her away on jrour lives," cried she» in a 
broken and inward voice — ^"convey her 
into my little closet, nor let one soul see 
or speak to her, as you value my favour " 
The servile slaves of her will executed this 
(H*der Iwith the utmost alacrity, and the 
room was guarded by two officers, who 
took from me every means of escape or 
death. Alas! I thought not of eith^er. 
Yielding to the desolating flood which had 
in one hour encompassed me, I braved the 
future. Betrayed, delivered up by lord 
Ijeicester— neglectedj^ forgotten by my sis- 
ter — the pair for whom alone I seemed 
hitherto to have lived; had fate another 
blow in store? Yet even if so, it must 
sport with human misery to level it at me» 
when those already given were mortal. 
A stem and sullen despair succeeded the 
keen vicissitude of emotions which had 
marked the last hour of my life ; I consi- 
dered myself as the devoted of Heaven and 
man, and resolved to oppose a heart ren* 
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dered callous by injury to evciy future 
stroke of fortune. 

Elizabeth forgot not her usual policy 
even while overwhelmed with surprise; the 
room in which she had ordered me to be 
confined had another door, which led to 
private passages through the palace, and 
from this entrance a guard approached at 
midnight^ and informed me it was. the 
pleasure of the queen that I should follow 
them. I obeyed in silence ; and getting 
into a litter I found at the garden gate^^ 
inquired not even my destination. I tra- 
velled, almost without resting, for two days 
and a night; care having been taketr to 
provide relays, which were every where 
ready. During the first day's journey a 
guard attended; .but all prospect of my 
being released by human assistance then 
ceasing, I found myself delivered into the 
charge of lord Burleigh and his servants. 
My deep perturbations began now to sub- 
side, and my soul inclined to its wonted 
habits; though ta have been betrayed by 
lord Leicester and my sister, was a recol* 
leetioii my wounded feelings had not yet 
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Cfourage enough to cope witb. Alas» bo# 
should they ! When the pasfiions are per* 
mitted to dedde our conduet, however 
heroic it proves^ we daim not those returns 
reason tells us are due to every mstance of 
virtue, which bad no other incentive than 
Teason.-*-**-*' Ah, Essex ! dear, prc^betic 
Essex r* sighed my heart at some moments, 
•• why-^why did I inexoraUy reject thy 
generous proposal ? That ungrateful sister^ 
to whose safety I sacrificed the sweetest 
hopes of my tife, manacfes thy de%'oted 
love, and ffies far away to take shelter in 
that country I dared not seek even under 
thy protection.'* 

At the turn of the nigbt, a dreadful 
stcHin of thunder, lightning, wind, and 
ram, broke over us ; and the terrors natural 
to my sex on such occasions were doubled^ 
on Jfinding that the whole party were set 
oit by banditti. A moment befiu'e and I 
should have affirmied I bad nothing to 
dread, yet so lively wais my new fear, that 
even the vengeance of Elizabeth became 
a trifle in the comparis<m. The s^rvantd 
of loffd Budeigh made a deqperate but vain 



resirtnne^ ; Md tH^ whok ^efe &t length 
led fiwi^y by the ruffians into a wood ftd^ 
joinings where all^ tio doubt, like ifie, ex^ 
pect^ to be murdered. The storm now 
began to abdte, and the mocm soil^etimes 
forced its tvay tbroiigb the volutneft of 
black clouds whieb yet hung over it My 
quickened senses caught its trainsient 
gleams^ to examine if^ dny habitation or 
other hope of ireiscne was in vi^W. In vain 
I strained my sights The wood involved 
us entirely, and every feeble hope died 
away, when my eyes suddenly rested on—* 
ah, gracious Heaven!— -our own Recess. 
YeSi the well-known entrance of tlie tomb 
f^^sented itself, and a thousand vague 
ideas of safety and daoiiger mingling in my 
mind, as the robbers approached the litter 
to take me out, I screamed and swooned 
away. 

AlaSy my sister! call to mind your own 
feelings^ aoid guess at mine, when I once 
more opened my eyes in the great room of 
€nir Recesa-^tkat room once hdUowed with 
the prayers of father Anthony and tlie pre-' 
ieiio^ of Mi8» Marlow-^thot room wher0 
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once the portraits of our parents smiled 
peace and security on their now desolate 
offspring— -how hideous was the change !-^ 
its bare walls now grimed with a thousand 
uncouth and frightful images, presented 
only a faint picture of the present posses- 
sors, on whose hardened faces I dared not 
fix my fearful eyes. 

Considering me but as accidental plun* 
der^ they were wholly engrossed by the 
old lord Burleigh, in whom some impor* 
tant view seemed to centre. I shrunk 
from the terrible scene, and called upon the 
awful shades of those most dear to me, to 
appal in turn the desperate wretches who 
made the time-struck walls resound with 
threats and execrations. My shocked eyes 
sought the ground as a relief, and fixed 
upon a well-known object — it was the ring 
of Mrs. Marlow, with which father An^ 
thony wedded you to lord Leicester, and 
well I remembered that ring was on your 
hand when last we parted. I stooped inii- 
patiently for it— my senses more fully re-^ 
cognized its setting. The dreadful truth 
flashed upon my nund.—- ^^ Alas I my sister 
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tnd lord Leicester are alike ensnared,** 
groaned I forth, without any considera- 
tion — " well 1 know they must be here— 
oh, in what dungeon have you hid them?" 
— ** Your sister, fair lady !" returned one of 
the villains with an odious grin : '* com* 
rades, our captain will thank us for this 
prize ; this must be she he talked so much 
about when the other travellers threw 
themselves into our hands. Make yourself 
easy, mistress ; your sister is locked up as 
safe as cords can keep her/' 

All the anguish I had before felt became 
nothing at this moment. — ^ My sister in 
tills dungeon P cried I. ** Oh^bom to suf- 
fer with me, dear Matilda, how will that 
soft frame, always unequal to the trials of 
life, and now entirely debilitated, support 
these horrors ? Alas, sirs, if there is yet in 
your hearts one touch of human pity, con- 
duct me to this tender sufferer, and let her 
die in my arms." — " All in good time, 
young woman," replied another, with an 
air so surly as awed even my convulsed 
soul to silence. 

Lord Burleigh still was their great oibr 
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ject ; threats and oaths were exhausted on 
hilti, when, to consummate the terrors of 
thdt moment, the name of Williams reached 
me. That name, expounding both the past 
Atid future, wrought my fears up to frenzy. 
I cast my wild eyes around iix search of 
any means to die, and could in that ter^ 
rible moment, like Portia, have su^Uowed 
fire, when a tumult without the room at 
once suspended that within it. The sound 
of pistols, the precipitate entrance of such 
of the robbers as were not already round 
us, followed by many unknown persons,, 
instantly convinced me that Heaven had 
delivered us from our oppressors, by some 
means less shocking to humanity than 
those despair had filled my tlKmghts with. 
A dreadful contest ensued; but our deli- 
verers prevailing,, immediately began to 
unbind lord Burleigh, who, almost mute 
with exeesshre surprise, f6und in them a 
thiin of bis own domestics from the adjoin^ 
ing Abbey of St Vincent, which I under- 
stood wad DOW one of his seats. Nor was 
their amazement less at meeting with their 
lord in this newly-discovered dea. I com- 



prebended the whole in a tnomeUt; aiid 
pfauHly perceive tlie servants of lord Btir^ 
fe^ must have come through the sub> 
terraneous passage that oommumcated 
with the Abbey. I recollected that it was 
Q&known to Williams, and flattered my* 
Self that you and lord Lieieester had es*' 
caped through it. Overwhelmed with the 
blessed events comprised in this deliver* 
wee, I forgot I had any thing still to fear;^ 
and not considering lord Burleigh as n).y 
keeper, I saw in him only a fellcnv-sufferer. 
I rose with alacrity, and led ihi Way to 
the dungeon whieh communicated Witk 
t&e Abbey, those who newly came from 
theilce foUcnviTig me in silent astonisbmeniL 
I perceived tlie cords with which you and 
my lord had been bound, and dedianded 
you of the servants with a joyful impa-* 
tience. Lord Burleigh learnt from my in- 
coherent transports a circumstance I had 
refused before, to inform him of, that 
diance had imprisoned us in the very spot 
where you and I were bred. Wholly taken^ 
up with my own exdamdtion^ and re« 
gardlesa of the silenoe of my followers, i 
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hailed the entrance of the Abbey, so long 
enr happy asylum. Ah, Heavens ! hovr 
cruelly were these lively emotions repelled 
and extinguished, when, by the command 
of lord Burleigh, his servants once more 
seized me as a prisoner, and attempted to 
lead me towards a remote apartment! 
With a heart humbled and broken by so 
many successive frights and afflictions, I 
sunk at bis feet^ not disdaining the most 
submissive attitude, and only solicited to 
see you. I reminded hitfx of the dangers 
lie and I had shared together, and con-» 
jured him to remember you alone 4xxv]d 
have opened the passage which led us all 
to freedopi, unless he basely resolved to 
become to me a, murd^er as dreadful fs^ 
those from whom we had just escaped. 
Inexorably cold, he replied, ^* that nay un« 
guarded acknowledgments only gave him 
stronger reason to imagine much was yet 
concealed ; and that whenever I 'would re« 
solve to be wholly sincere, I should not 
want his interest with his royal mistress." 
Breaking from those trembling hands which 
jevery moment more enfeebled, he ordered 
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his servants to bear me into the grated 
room at the end of the eastern cloister. 
You cannot but remember the dismal place. 
Half sunk in ruin, overhung with ivy and 
trees of growth almost immemorial, it ap- 
peared the very cell of melancholy. Alas ! 
her pale representative took possession of 
it in myself The massy bars no sooner 
gave assurance that I was imprisoned, than 
my conductors impatiently flew to rgoin 
the rest, and learn the news of the family. 
To me that small relief was barbarously 
denied. So near the cause and partaker of 
my sorrows, they were destined to flow in 
tditude; nor could imagination decide 
whether you were yet enthralled, or had 
again escaped. How terrible are the vague 
suspicions of an impassioned mind when 
deprived of every means of certitude ! The 
pale gleams of the moon seemed every ma> 
ment to {jeople the dungecm they glanced 
through-^^my pulse beat with redoubled 
strength and quickness — the whole cloister 
resounded the long night with distant feet, 
but they came not to me. Fearfully I 
often started when sinking into aUethargy^ 
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father than slumber^ by the echo of somc^ 
remote voice which fa^ncy continually toAd 
me I knew; bat it always di^d away ere 
Biemory could assign it an dwner; and 
though my fertile brain exhausted possibi* 
Uty, the dawning day realised no other 
objects than those dreaiy ones my chamber 
presented. The bats and oWl^ began to 
retire to their haunts in my neighbourhood, 
and the short visit of the rising slin only 
shewed me the narrow limits of a dark and 
dismal rooni. By this time both mind and 
body Were alike exhausted^ and a mist ap- 
peared to envelop my senses, which still 
vefbkll a thousand fleeting forms^ by turns 
£ftH*A>und]ng me till fatigue threw me info 
a deep sleep. 

It was at length interrupted by a maid 
who brought m^ breakfast, and a message 
from her lord-^** that if I would inform 
him what was wanting to my comfort and 
aiecotnmodation, his orders should imme^ 
diately supply it," I cast my eyes expres- 
sively around, and bid her tell him in one 
word — " every thing.** The woman seem- 
ed affected : I snatched the fortunate mo^ 
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%i9ll> m^ puttisg my purse into her hand, 
Asked iu return only to know the &te of 
\qrd J^iceater and my sister. I leamt, to 
iny in^^preis^ible relief, both liad, by some 
)ncoi|)prel|^il£ible means, again escaped, 
and that lord Burleigh's generous daugh* 
ter w^s confined as their abettor A hasty 
fummons to the maid led me onoe more 
-alone; but the news she had oommuni* 
^|ed, Qud the ide^ that the amiable Rose 
nu^^ h^r^flHer be ahke ready to relieve my 
dtsi^§a$es, g^ve a new turn to my spirits, 
which now gathered coumge to iretrace iiiB 
pastf dnd look into the future. 

Although unable to comprehend what 
the urgent motives could be, which impel-^ 
led lord Leicester and my sister to 30 ;^re* 
cipitate a flight, every thing implied that 
they were desperate ; for that it wa3 sud- 
den and without preparation, their inten* 
tion of taking shelter in the Recess strong- 
ly indicated; and whenever I recoUected 
' the dangerous situation of Matilda, I shared 
with her that compassion self is but too 
apt to engross. Was there a spot of St 
Vineent'a Abbey, howevier gloomy, wHiich 
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did not call to my mind some instance of 
that integrity, afiection, and nobility of 
heart, which distinguished my MatUda? 
and could I remember these, yet doubt;^ 
that by whatever chance I was deserted^ 
y^ur will could have ho share in it ? Be- 
lieve me, my sister, the first prayers I ad- 
dressed to Heaven in my prison were for 
your safety. 

When time and solitude restored me 
reason enough coolly to consider my own 
state, I saw no immediate danger it could 
teem with. Though a victim to the fears 
of Elizabeth, and the policy of lord Bur- 
leigh, I had not yet learnt to consider them 
as mere murderers ; and if they were not 
so, imprisonment was the only evil I could 
have to apprehend ; nay, even that might 
perhaps be short, as it was undoubtedly 
both Hlegal and unjust. Malice itself could 
affix on me no other crime than that of 
being daugliter to the queen of Scots^ — a 
&tal truth which Elizabeth would gladly 
forget, but surely never publish. ^ Could 
I resolve therefore to endure with patience 
the puniflftiment iso unworthily imposed on 
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me, I might in time emerge unsullied to 
distinction. I called upon the example of 
her who gave me heing to support my 
drooping spirits, and should perhaps have 
vied with her in fortitude, but that one 
cherished grief wound rouiid my aching 
heart, and often wrung forth its dearest 
drops. Essex, the most belovied of man- 
kind — ^that faithful lover, whose ardent 
prayers, whose generous proposals I had 
obstinately resisted, when his irritated mind 
seemed daringly to lift the veil of futurity, 
and pierce through those complicated dan* 
gers which followed our parting— -ah! 
what should guard him, when my loiss was 
discovered, from giving way to his injured 
and exasperated affection? If fortune 
should even separate him and lord Leice&> 
ter, how could I be certain that Elizabeth 
herself would be safe from his reproaches ? 
and who was ever safe from her vengeance 
when once thus desperately awakened?' 
The pr^nature fate of my much-honoured 
fether, the noWe Norfolk, returned upon 
my memory ; the Tower, the dismal Towef, 
scaffolds, axes, a bleeding lover^ and a, 



btolcen heart, duiy passed in long anfigr 
before me^ ftnd peopled the aoHtudQ ta 
whidi I was so unjuAfly aondemned- 

The decency with whieli I was att^ided 
and served, proved that both Elizabeth and 
bcr minister had still terms to keep with 
me ; but the servient who had ventured a 
reply was impeached by those who waited 
without the door, and my purse being 
found upon her, no doubt became a gnffi^ 
eient proof of guilt Certainly I saw b» 
no more ; and the women deputed in her 
{dace, were either too guarded or tod \gs^ 
rant to inform me cm any S(ubject» haA I 
left myself money to try their fidelity. 

I bad once been so accustomed to s&qI^ 
sion, that it would soon have lost its horiom 
had my misfortunes r^ted here; resiolved. 
however, not to augment them by vain wd 
fruitless repining, I demanded sucb book4 
as might strengthen and amuse my mind i 
tlius opposing the wisdom of ages to the 
pangs of the moment. By sharing a part 
of my food with the birds which ioh^bited 
the overhanging trees, I drew round mQ 
aome mute assc^tes, who, more gratefUl 
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than the vain beings that venture to look 
down on them, are always attached by be- 
oefits. 

This lethargic tranquilKty was soon in- 
terrupted by a visit from lord Burleigh. 
With the fan* language of an experienced 
courtier, he :** commended my resignation 
to an inevitable fate, and admired the wise 
use I made~ of confinement, in thus apply- 
ing myself to enrich, my understanding; 
assuring me that he had exceeded his or ' 
ders for my accommodation; and by an 
express which arrived over-night from the 
queen, had it at last in his power to restore 
that liberty he bad by her command de- 
prived me of* My heart leaped at so un- 
hoped an alteration in my fate ; but he in- 
tercepted the transport ere it reached my 
lips, and sent it back a dead weight into 
my bosom. — '* Think not, therefore, fair 
lidy,'* said he, ** that her majesty's indul- 
gence is unconditional-*-^he wills, that if 
ever you pass these walls, it is as the wife 
of lord Ariingtom"— .« They will then be 
my ^rave, my lord," returned I, in bitteN 
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i^^^bfflimti *^idiameonli^indul^n€e,iii* 
hum^it tyrant f*-^** Moderate your wrath * 
resumed he in the same equal tone. 
*i Aft^ your bold attempt to impose on 
her by forged testimonials of an impossible 
marriage and suppositiotts birth, you ought 
rather to imagine she treats yoa witii 
leittty." — ** Forged testimcmidk T retorte4 
I with great acrimorty— ** Why th«i did 
she so eareiuUy destroy them? But she 
deatroyed them, my lord, in vain. XiOok 
down, blessed spirits of those who once 
Qwnod this noble mansion ! look down, thou 
dew departed sister of the murdered Nor- 
folk i look down too, revered Mrs, Mar- 
lo^« Ifapu gentle guardian of our yoatii \ 
and 'S$y to whom lye owe our being. 
But why do I call the blessed from their 
reward to authenticate those rights the 
malice of Elizabeth cannot annihilate? 
Oh, royal Mary, dear unknown mother ! 
hfivf would the tender yearnings of thy 
boso^ justify the assertions of thy perse- 
cuted daughter, did not a cruel tyrant, by 
a. double injustice, enclose in separate pri* 
£on8 the mother and |}ie child !— firing us 



l?i*t togetheii wd ypui shall find-——** — * 
'^ I am not eoiiimi93ioii/ed to parley on ao 
ddicati^ a aul^^^ct," replied the crafty lord 
Bujrlepgii--rr'' Er^ you give way to th^ 
violent tiansports> remember bow fatal they 
may prove. Over the head of the queeq 
oi Scots tlie sword has long hung only by 
a single tbread^ — ^Lt is now put into your 
'band— consider well* ere next I see you» 
u>ho uaid what you xvill be."* With these 
tremendous words he rose and left me*. 
Left me — ah! how? — convulsed^ annihi- 
lated : a terror hitherto unknown seemed 
to fix every feature and freeze every sense,/^ 
— ^* Oh Thout whose awful will alone could 
authorize this nameless infliction, give me 
strength io bear it!" sighed forth my 
shodied souL '' Can I then deserve the 
title of daughter only by renouncing all 
clmm to it? My mother, my gimdous 
royal mother! who, even when overwhelm- 
ed with woes, didst take such tender care 
of the little unfortunates to whom tliou 
gavest being— 4ih! were their lives pre* 
served but to shorten thine ?*^ Meditations , 
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Kke these bimort shook the tseat of reatoD;' 
and I resolv^ to conform ti^ the most in- 
human command of Elizabeth, rath» thaii 
buffer the horrible scene this last implica- 
tion presented^, td pass another hour before 
rtiy bewildered senses. 

It was surel|: at this tremendous crisis 
in my life, that my fermented blood first 
adopted arid cherished those exuberances 
of passion, which ever after warped the 
equality and merit of my character; that 
blood, now boiling in my veins, joined with 
a disordered imagination to call around 
me a thousand visionary inconsistent forms, 
t^wlvose- voices my burning heart respond- 

* * * • 

ed— now lAbwly retreating to every vital 
source, the very powers of being seemed 
to congeal, ai^d I remaiiied for hours a 
breatbilig icide. Whenever the first sen- 
sa((iori actuated me, the strong desire of 
saving my mother still returned ; and in 
these dire revolutions of Constitution four 
and twenty dreadful hours elapsed. 
~ Ijord Burleigh, at the same time the next 
day, came once more to learn my final re* 
solution. Scarce ablfe tto reply or raise my 
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heavy eyes fr^ the ground^ in whtdi they 
tsought and saw only a grave» my whole 
appearance strongly indicated liow I had 
passed the interval. The desdate acqui- 
escence my silence bespoke encouraged 
him to produce a paper. He began read* 
ing it ; while rivetted with a new surprise, 
I listened to the incredible and; disgraceful 
forgery, as if I had lost every. other sense 
than tliat of hearing. It was called, as I 
think, " the voluntary confession of EUinor, 
on behalf of herself and her sister Matilda;'' 
and set forth, " that soon after.Maiy, queen 
of Scots, sought shelter in England, (under 
the protection of her sister Elizabeth), for 
divers politic and ambitious reasons, (as 
first, in case her only soil shotild die and 
leave her without^ssue, on which to^ sup'j 
port her claim to Great Britain as well as 
to the kingdom she had lately abandoned ; 
next to attach^ to her interest ifae disloyal 
persons into whose charge she was given)« 
she resolved to pretend to have made, a 
marriage with Thomas Howard, duke of 
Norfdk ; and by the aid and confederacy 
of hia sister the lady Serdope^ (whose lord 
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was her keeper), together widi that of di^ 
rera Soottish servants, as /well as tif one 
Gertrade Mario w, (the bastard sister of 
lord Scroope), the said queen of Scots did 
feign a pregnahcy, and in process of tixoe 
a delivery of two daughters, who were, 
with the assistanbe of the said confederates^ 
brought up in sectiecy by the said Ger- 
trude Marlow,. till siich time as Mary 
liliould judge £t to produce diem ; ahd ibit 
mtnAry testimoniais were invented, drtnvn, 
and Witnessed by said parties, tending to 
legitimate said surreptitious offspring at 
the pledsure of the queen of Soots, by the 
Tiaraes of Matilda and EDinor. The said 
EUinor, understanding in prcicess of ttme 
the above plausible collusion^ and sorely 
repentihg the offence against Elizabeth* 
queen of Ehglahd, her lawful ladjr and 
sovereign, doth, on behklf • of hersdf and 
sister Maitilda, fii^ely adcnbwiedge . and 
solemnly affirm, that they do not believe 
themselves born of the said Maty, queen 
of Scots» but have reason to know their 
parents of a low degree, wtto» fiir th6 hicre 
of gainn Mgn^ t^iu fot eittr, td be done 
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with as the said queen of Soots and her 
oonfederates thought hest. This dedara^ 
tion is made and signed on the spot where 
EUinor owns herself and sister were thus 
secretly brought up, to wit, the Abbey of 
St Vincent, the seat of the late lord 
Scroope, in the presence of," &a Having 
concluded this notable memorial of vil- 
lainy, he summoned several domestics, and 
put a pen into my hand. My unsubdued, 
indignant soul spumed at the idea of vili* 
fying both myself and mother, even to 
save her life. I would have spoken^ but 
ere grief and rage could be converted into* 
language, he transfixed me with a look, 
and holding before my eyes an order for 
the execution of the queen of Scots,, signed^ 
dated, authentic, c6mplete in ev^ry form,^ 
my shuddeiing nature could not endure 
the conflict I raSshly scrawled my name, 
and snatching that tremendous mandate he 
yet held before me, tore it into a thousand 
atoms, and sunk upon the ground in the 
most violent convulsions. They were so 
rapid and dreadful, that to have left me 
.akme would have been little else than^ 
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murder* His domestics^ attended me with 
a humanity unknown to their lord ; and 
these fits at last gave place to a frenzj 
fever. Alas ! during its raging paroxysms 
I doubtless continually confuted the infa- 
mous tale I had witnessed, for every af- 
fecting remembrance pressed uiK>n my con- 
fused and weakened mind. My mother, 
jny sister, and my love, by turns Wed 
before my eye.^, and death presented him- 
self in every form dear to me, while I vainly 
invoked him to take my own. 
. Exhausted nature seemed to rest on the 
very verge of the grave — ^ah, had I then 
sunk into it, how many pangs had 1 been 
spared i The care of my attendants at 
length so far recovered me as to enable me 
to quit my bed, when pronouncing me 
well, they left me to my own meditations 
— a hideous train, my sister ! Toadd te 
their bitterness, fancy had now^ thrown a 
3iew colour on my fate. How if this in&t 
mous forgery had been extorted from me 
only to stigmatize my sister and myself? 
— ^A still more aggravating idea sprung 
frotn that. — ^What should prevent E&sa^ 
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beth froin presenting to the eyes of the 
unfortunate' queen of Soots a . defematory 
declaration, which must give her a stfib no 
less mortal than the .blow it saved her from, 
though perhaps more slow ? how indeed, 
if so, could I hope she would ^ver forget 
or forgive an instance of depravity, ap- 
parently as unaccountable as it -was shock- 
ing? finally, (oh, grief yet more pungent !) 
might not the queen, take picture in 
wrin^ng the haughty soul of Essex, by 
shewing him the unhappy object of his 
dearest affections for ever stigmatized by 
her own hand? — 'This painful assemblage 
of ideas and objects was too much for my 
hurt brain; I groaned,. I shrieked, I re- 
lapsed, and very nearly obtained the relief 
I so much longed for. 

Impelled thus by tyranny down the pre- 
cipice of fate, my swift course seem^ ready 
to bury me in the gulph it overhangs, 
when another projecting point inteiposed, 
and. suddenly stopped me. I recollected 
that in thus resigning myself to the stroke, 
I tendered the last^ iatal blot D)y own^ 
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band had fixed on riiy chaiaofcer indelible ; 
while^if I livedi.1 had yet a chance of jus- 
tifying my intention, in an act whidi re- 
flected; aHke on myself and all deto to ma 
By a weakness for which I cannot account^ 
I suddenly became more wiling to sup- 
port alt tte evils of a life thus prolonged^ 
than the idea of an unknown end^ and an 
Unhonoufed grave.. 

My Gonstitution, destined to struggle 
with still greater calamities, sunk not 
wholly undeE -the impression of these ; biit 
the period of recovery was marked by a 
gloom and dejection I can never forget.. 
Silence was now no less my habit thau 
inclination, and I often fancied myself in^- 
capable of speaking.. Lord Burleigh, by a 
second, visits called together evety enfeebled 
power nemainihgi, Begaiding my altered 
countenance with an air of insidious pity,, 
he lamented the painful duty imposed oa^ 
him by the queen. Estranged, from sym^ 
pathy so. long,, that the least mark of it 
affected; me, I sunk into languor and tears. 
— '* Unhappy young creature,** resumed hev, 
•* dejSitined every way to condemn yourself,. 
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iMar aH I am ootnmissioiied now tD s^y,, 
and finaUy decide your own fate. I need 
hdrdly inform you, that oh whateyer^ claims 
your connexion with the queien of Scots is 
ibundedf a due regard for herself, and the 
peate of the kingdom of England, will not 
allow my royal mistress to enlarge one 
whose high spirit and distinguished un- 
derstanding must so greatly aid whatever 
eause she is a party ita.. But. when the 
attadiment between you and the eari of 
Essex^ is considered, (whose ambition and 
daring temper suJBciently akrm the pru* 
dent part of the qiteelfs counsdlors^ unas* 
sisted as he yet is by any imaginary rights), 
it is obvious that one way done can you 
hope for fi:^eedom«? At the dear name of 
Essex,. to which my ear had been so long 
estranged^ every emotion that had gathered 
dowly into my heart, spread in wild per-- 
turbation tbrough my frame. I faintly 
repeated it, but lord Buildgb motioned 
me to sileiice;,,and. I confihed to contem|)r. 
tuous glances my opinicm of the remainder 
of his speech,-—^ I shall not ccmoeal. from ' 
yau^!* cimtimted he,/' that Essex; has. hadr 
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enough over tbe queeii to tdake 
her, for a while, suppress her sentim^itd 
op this error in his conduct. Perhaps she 
would hssve trusted to time for otherwise 
matdiing you, but that this hot^headed^raah 
young man " .1 groaned in impatient 
silence— he cast on me an attentive &ye, 
and pursued his subject-^'* After finding 
it in vain to hope he should discover your 
asylum, (for which I mpst teU you he 
spared neither threats, entreaties, money, 
or assiduity), he completely initat^ Eli- 
zabeth by uniting himself in a. plot to re- 
lease the queen of Scots. Providentially 
i^or my royal mistress, it transpired in time, 
and the trait(»s are taken. The chief ob- 
ject of her indignation must of c6urse he 
him she so greatly fiivoured. Convinced 
that you are the only cause of bis rebel- 
lious practices, nothing but . your mi(ki^g 
another choice can save hitfi from expiat- 
ing thenakX)!! the block. A fond weakness 
renders Elizabeth still toxious to preserve 
him. For my ovm part, I confess, the infest ' 
remedy I shall always think the best.'*<-^ 
*'. Ah, let him live^'^ groaned I, adopting at 



once the train xxf idea4 the citrfty ISutfeigli 
so artfully arranged, "though not for me! 
Even Elizabeth is merci^l, and shall I 
thai condemn him? rob the world of 
an unequalled ofuament, only because I 
am not permitted to possei^s it? I- will ne 
more haunt her slumbei^a-*! wili no more 
gild his — of what' consequence is the name 
I am ealled by during the few disiys I 
linger ki this miseraMe world ? Inform me^ 
my lord, but how can t save him ?*' — ^**^ The 
same reasons that contour in obliging the 
qtieea to separate you and Kssex/' said the 
insidious Burleigh, " will equally prevent 
her from mafx^bing you- with any man gifted 
with his aspiring qttalities; yet as it is not 
her wish whdlly to debase you, lord Ar- 
lington was to ttte the messenger of her 
will;*' (I shuddejped at; the fatal name> 
** the: bounded capadty he possesses is one 
motive for her choosing him,, as it ensures 
her own safety ; imd his titles atid fcH'tunes 
another, as those sire distinctions she is not 
williiig to deprive you of. You marry 
him, or he ret|im$ directly, and bis return^ 
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is the dgnil f« tbe execution of lord: 

Esfiex.** 

Yet weak and unreoovered, my mind 
wanted firmness to enter into all the rea- 
scms which should regulate my conduct.. 
Alas ! I saw no moce of my own fate than 
was inseparably interwoVen with that of 
my lover. Urged by the generous ex- 
cesses of which I knew his heart capable;, 
he has for my sake then wdangei^ his^ 
honour,. liber^% and life. Perhaps that 
danger is exaggerated^ hijited prudence*--- 
but oh, if not — if actuated by. fear, and 
rage, Elizabeth should condemn him to 
the blocks as she already had my father, 
for no greater crime*-»my wounded soul 
shrunk fVom the bare idea-^^long faintinga 
and delirium followed — ^&ncy realiised every 
image fraud had presented*--! seemed to 
bebpld every moment the dKMsen: of injr 
heart tried, sentented,.exe0Uted-*-J dreiich-^ 
ed the maiiped, yet. beauteoiiis . form my 
soul for ever wor$bit>ped. in my tears^lmd^ 
hardly pe^d jbe persuaded,, dimng; my. 
Hucid iiili^ryaUr tha^. Essex, yet livedo ^d. 
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that his fate still depended on my deter- 
mination. 

£iord Burleigh, faithful to the ungene- 
rous trust reposed in him, and weary of 
the task of confining me, took a willing 
advantage of the weakened state of my in* 
tellects, to wring from me a compliance 
with the wish of Elizabeth. I was now 
released from my prison, and the chaplain 
and frimily being ^sembled, lord Arling- 
ton was introduced, the contracts signed^ 
and a tearful midnight marriage abruptly 
solemnized, during which my abstracted 
mind pursued a thousand distant ideas. 
* m * ^ * * 

Wedded— lost— -annihilated — the woe** 
ful mistress of a magmficent solitude^ where 
my inward eyes traced for ever the revered 
steps of those who were no longer to be 
found on earth, one only consolation could 
my exhausted heart supply. ^' I die, that; 
Essex may liv^^I sigh, tihat he may 
lireathe freely." But,. oh !, what sighs wer^; 
mine ! they seemed to tincture with blacks 
ness and mdancholy the very air that re- 
ceived, them.. X^pid Arlington wantedL 



•I 



• 



ftid THE EECESS: 

jiidgment alike to^ subdue the deep regrets 
of silent sufieraiiQe, or to yield to themi 
My mind could never hold any correspon- 
dence with his ; and by this means alone 
was I ignorant, for a time, of a calamity, 
which^ when known, totally overwhelmed 
me: alas, my sister! by a refinement in 
barbarity, our sainted mother was led to 
execution, almost at the veiy moment that 
I was defaming you and myself to save her. 
This climax of grief and misfortune was 
too mighty for my reason — I had passed 
from fear to fear, from sorrow to sorrow,, 
in such rapid succession, that there were 
only intervals enough of time to render 
each more poignant In one short month 
to behold myself deceived, defamed, and 
sacrificed ! how could I avoid blending the 
bitter tears of self-love with those of filial 
duty and affection ? Tha idea of Essex. 
remained engrained on my heart, and 
doubled every agonizing sensation. Lord 
Arlington^ however, returned' to courts 
which gave me the little relief of solitude; 
Severed thus at once from every tie; 
both of nature and of choice, dead. while 



yet l^eathmgrtb^ dee^ n^eldncboly whtcfi 
had seized upon' my brain boon tinctored 
my whole maasr of' Wood— ^y ititeHecto, 
strangiely blacketied » and confused, fre- 
quently realized ■ s6€t>*8 and objects ^4hat 
never existed, an^hilatin^ inan^y winch 
daily passed before ttif kfes:^ * I sbmetimes 
observed the' BtriDng''*ufrprise'of -mfy-atten* 
dantswhen Ispoke- ofth&e visiorts; but 
much oftener I remait^ lethargic arid- ih^ 
sensible. T^here wfeiie^ moments wfieh I 
started as fronr a deep sleep, (Sahd^ 6fiv how 
deep a sleep is that of the i8oul!)-i**upried 
my dubious eyes around with vague re* 
membrance — touched my hand, to be con-J 
vinced fliat I yet existed — ^fipembled'af the 
sound of my own voict^, or raising my un- 
certain eye toward thc^ l^tie vault of 
heaven, found in the alU^heering Mn a 
stranger. Alas^ my sister! look no more, 
in this sad recital for the eqliAl^mihded ra^ 
tional being you once saw me^; sensfti?ldns 
too acute for either endurance or^ eiepres'^ 
sion, from this' fatal : period blotted er^ery 
noble &culty, often substituting impulse 
for jttdgmehtL- Alvf^yd s^sible df my 



wandering the m^qaecft it 'was pci$i, tkame 
continually 8ucQeedecl» and united every 
misery of madness and reason. 

Spring, reviving all qature, extends its 
genial influence even to the withered heart. 
Hy intervals became vaore calm and fret 
quent I gathered strength to wdOk ilito 
the garden — ^the^e I slowly retraced te xny^ 
self the fatal whole^ andbeg&n t6 Bnd^ or 
fancy it more siip^rtable. That I had 
))een a dupe to Elizabeth and her oiinister^ 
was too obvious ; but I was willing to ac» 
quit the weak man» perhaps suiffieiently 
punished in a wife like roe, of having been 
a confederate in their plot& I bad l<mg 
been the object of his choice^ and it is a 
comnnm error among his sex to be csireless 
of the means by which their views suCoeedf 
provided they attain them. But my feeble 
effi>rts tpwards : recovery requiring evay 
indolgence, I wrote to lord Arlington; as^ 
suring him, I would make the best uife 
of my returning reason, ixi fcNrming my 
heart to the future performance of tbos^ 
painful dulses a combinatiop of &tal eir* 
cumsl^e^s had impp$ed on it; but that 
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iihe task was tdo diffiedlt not to dbtm 
every allowance on ids part; and oodr 
du<fed with hoffing, solitude would enaUe 
me one day to meet him with feelings less ^ 



With my intellectual powers too re- 
turned my afieetions. The mystery cf 
your &te, my sister, and that of lord Leir 
oester/ raeked my weary imagination in 
vain. I enclosed in the letter to lord Ar- 
lington d billet to lady Pemlm)ke. It ob- 
tained only an inquiry for you« 

When these letters were dispatdied, I 
baxt my every thought to fulfilling the 
promise made in the first A thousliod 
tiiQes» on my knees, I besought the Al** 
mighty to confirm those upright seaiti- 
m^nts he idofie could inspire ; I strove U> 
ohlitarate ev^ry remembrance of the hu^ 
man means by which his will was effected, 
and ooniridering it only in the li^t of hi$ 
"wiU, tried meekly to submit to it. Alais ! 
the answer of lady Pembroke shook every 
just detennination-*-astotushment, tenm^ 
and affection^ werfe obvious in (every line 
pf Jt«-«eageriy die solidted news of mys6ljl^ 
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and tke inGompreh^sffale means which 
#rst restored me to St* Vinoent^s Abbey, 
as wdl as those which fixed me there by 
so extraordinary a marriage. 

From her letter I at last understood a 
part of your motives for so suddenly ab- 
senting yourselves. I found too that you 
had happily arrived in France, by the ac- 
counts many had received . from you ; 
when all at once ^she added) the corres-i 
"pondence broke otC^ and 'every effort at re- 
newing it only increaised the sadness and 
i>erplexity of your friends. That Le Vel 
having obeyed the orders left by his l<»d 
in hsistening to Kenil worth/ came on fretit 
thence to the Recess wbtcb' he fo^^tdiA 
tltfown opep, as well as that hi& lord bad 
iA&ttibly been there. Not (ible ta gather 
any farther information^ he hastened back 
to London, there to wait lord Leicester's 
directions ; but none arriving, this extraor- 
dinary and alarming silence induced the 
faithful steward to return to bis native 
country in search of his lord Fear and 
grief having however seized upon bis^heart, 
a bad passage wrought botli up tp arerisis> 



and be died immediately on his landing,' 
That every other messenger and friend had 
been equally unsuccessful though many 
bad traced you as ^m" as Rouen. Nor had 
the mystery: of your fate ever yet been^ 
even gueased at, though lord Leicester was 
admitted to be dead by every body. It. 
was given out that he expired in his way 
to Kenilworth Castle. Certainly he was 
there laid in state, and afterwards interred 
at Warwiek; but notwithstanding this 
repcMl; was apparently believed, as haying 
the weight, of the queen's credence^ the 
strongest doubts arose in the mqids of his 
friends alid relations, upon her ^seizing Ke- 
nilworth Castle, and various possessions of; 
bis, as a security for' sums due to her— a 
conduct little agreeing with the indulgence 
she had for so many years shewn towards 
her favourite. In fin^, having bribed the 
servants employed in blazoning this pom^ 
pous fiction, the &mily were indubitably . 
assured, that the body buried under 4he 
name of lord Leicester was one procured 
for the purpose. 
Almost petrified by this mysterious and 
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aSeeting recital, I strove in vain to ex- 
pound it : that lord Lieioester wai^ dead 
oouM hardly be doubted; but wben» wheie^ 
or how, imagination could not fiidiom. 
Yet the conduct of the queen proved her 
too well informed. — ^ Ah, where then,'' 
cried I, '* is now mj Matilda ? Where then 
that more unfortunate being than even 
myself? Convinced, by a comparison of 
circumstances, that your death would alike 
have been published, but that by some un- 
discoveraUe event you survived your kn^ 
I was led to condkide some convent in 
Frai^ce stSl supplied you a grave to graan 
in ; yet even if so, why bury with you 
that information, ibr want of which so 
many afibctionate hearts have been rack* 
ed? Alas, my darling sister, year after 
year have I vainly r^eated to mysdtf this 
one aflR^ting question! Emerge, I be- 
seech you, if yet an inhabitant of this 
world, and satisfy a fearful heart which 
achtff with fondness. Nay, if translated to 
a better, and yet sensible oi aught sublu- 
nary, oh, deign to infmm me ! How often, 
in the depth of midnight, when the hap- 






pier*w<Hi:il are at test, have I ealfed ^upon 
tiiee» impelled hy an affeetion kieapaMe of 
fesr — but all was awful sllenoe — ^no voic^ 
replied to me— ^no fbrm obtruded on the 
deep gloom where sight Itself is Io6f-«-yet 
the days that elapse in ineertitude pass 
not in Tain ; they insen^bly urge forward 
one ordained to clear up every doubt." 

I dreamt of Essex — ^Ah, what did I say ? 
I dveamt of Essex ?-^Alas, I have dreamt 
of him my whole life long f — Something 
strangety int^venes between myself and 
my meaning.-<->No matter^ I am too stupid 
fied now to explain it. 

Oh, these cruel wanderings !•— but I dare 
not attempt to correct or av<Md them, lest 
in the v^ry effort reason evaporate, and 
<me inconsiderate stroke should confuse 
my whole story. 

Alas ! lady Pembroke, how could- you 
venture to tell me that lord Essex was 
married ?-^«^mi to lady Syd|^ too?-— 
Gracious Heaven ! I made myself a wretch 



tl^eii /Ofil^' to erown h&f^ futuxe days with- 
npspjeak^hle hapjpiness !r^At Om ' i^tea 
ov^rwl^elaung pasision brepki^: the feeUe 
bppndiMie^: ^f rea^pn' and i^eligion^ and 
sweeps aw9y1tifefiQr8<HTows — my motht^ 
— ^piy mtdv — aks, .^ho^eties $o dear, so re<- 
yeredf iserye only tQ aweU the flpod that, 
sinks them J 

Hence, agonizing sensations! I have 
drawn' thei^ ap, Matilda» in one weighty 
sigh. Ah, surely qiy heart escaped un- 
awares at the same moment, it haa left 
suoh a iea^l void within.— Yes,^ my sister, 
Esse^i^ ipde^d manifd; that very Essex 
for whom I more than dicfd-^-^and privately 
too — ^the sacred, tender union had every 
cbwm, but honpUr-r^or lady Sydney he 
inmirned theasiger.rof'thevindictivequeen. 
Gimeious Qefivenf I thank thee for that 
thoq^tl-rlt was not ^for wi^^No, I was 
dying, withering at the heart, &r from the 
most false — ah, still the most beloved of 
his^^J — that Utt)^ tbotight strangely con- 
soles {«^— ^mthc^ tnldeed wcHild I have 
died, tlipn^ lii^£( t>een 4i< spot upon that ra- 
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dknt sun my dim eyes no more must look 
up to. 

^^* ^^K ^^^ ^^^ ^^* ^^* 

I perceive I have» in the wild colourings 
of a disordered ima^nation, unfolded a 
truth my heart almost burst with: this 
thunder-stroke concluded lady Pembroke's 
second letter. How deep, how dreadful 
was its effect ! tranquillity, health, reason, 
all fled before it : to the evils fate imposes, 
however grievous, our nature insensibly 
accommodates itself; but, oh, when the ar- 
rows of calamity are winged by love, and 
dipt in poison by friendship, the wounds 
they make always gangrene. The idea of 
deceit, ingratitude, and unkmdness, irri- 
tated and preyed on me continually. It 
brought on another Greenland winter^s 
night, which lasted many lingering months, 
and in recovering I ,, seemed to acquire a 
new disposition. I had lost with my equa- 
nimity all sweetness of temper : revenge 
seemed the only principle which supported 
my being, and I nourished a project in 
secret long ere I could bring it forward. 

TOL. II. M 
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Wondf^r net at «bi9 aitemtion, my ^Meif : 
misfortune serves but to soften the so^ ; 
injury alone can render it callous. Ah ! 
streknge ^ert we should at the very ino- 
ment imbibe the vice %y Whtrfi-w^-sulfepf 
Lord Arlington, early in the spring, r^ 
visited S*. Vincenlfs Abbey. My ifem^ 
ments being levelled at a dear an^ ^^tasit 
etiject, I bdl^rapved towanis Tilm, vrhcM wSah 
fress of my intell^ects, with a melamiioly 
graciotfsness, wh«ch made him &n(y them 
restored, and proposed taking me'WvKhlikD 
to* London, when necessity oblig^ed him to 
return. I ao(|i!nesced with r^dlness, as 
rtlis was the very pcnnt to which I wiflftied 
to bring him, and my uiteKpeeted cemej^ 
ance^ Hbttering the egregious fielf-love lliat 
marlsed hi« character, he was charmed wMi 
the efTeet, without examming into tile 
ea«9ei . He was easfly persuaded that deoo*- 
rmar wouM diemand my bdng presented 
at court, and undertook to propose' it to 
Elizabeth ; while kaly Pembroke, araoM^ 
alike at all lAe heard and «dl she Mw, sVem- 
iStly opposed a project fkiHght iKit^ so^m^ 
ny painful uncertainties. But it wils'fhe 



aad 4d&nem^ 4bat m hk po^er miy jby 
pieienftk^ to Im rival's ej^es tfhe.^ear ^b* 
jeet fiitolr oirauinstanoeis had robbed 'b^/fl& 
mi ^tb^$ yet mom fat^l Had ^?44ed >6 
hwis^f, he se^a beeame aa intefeft);^ $n 
my wish as if bis own heiivt' had diatafted? iS; 
The ^eGR-heaffd it, as I foresaw^ witbauorr 
^na^, aMi deoliftiedit with aoGini'; butiahe 
fitiMi'fouiid f^at I had )skj|l enough to' im^ 
Mige 0v<e» th6 fo^ aheJkad ariected fin* Rit^ 
who ^pet^tod* In qiiittiiig tibie ooui^ if sfai 
dei|iWdt]rai» fhei€W9l|>limant due tohis bifthi 
£)iaabeth'had^ito«^ puiiter peace mfai* intp 
baiipowar, thatsbe dared mit 'entirely hr&sk 
wilh bite ; ^ndfearfiil lest the Uaok hiatoi^ 
hid. in my heart abouU be' published to tba 
wetld^* weris she to urget her imprudentfre^ 
fuaal^' dine ftt last; r^utttantiy eonsented to^ 
raoetire mb. I heard tbis' itiih a bitteroeset 
of 4^irU> I ente thou^t nkyself labapable 
eCj tod' bsofiwl^d* over the dreary ti&umph i 
1^ io long projected^ 

I/deferoed appearing at eourtfitom tixALd 
to^time^ tiU oertaiii Ibid^iBss^ was reliiriN 

iJU S< : ; ' ./ Ill 



n> 



Mi 9HE EECESS. 

igd> '^xn the camp. Alas ! the universal 
pfed^'^are ' that return excited, aggravated 
my d^p and iticreasmg resentment. Dis- 
tifigte»igbed now with the same partiality 
SlkiiWth onee slfewed to your lord, load- 
^ With honours in his own person, and 
ilie)'43hiei' medium through which others 
Obfoihed them, !Essex conducted himself 
ifkh «uch nobleness as endeared him even 
tiD^^those'^horahe failed to serve; while 
the happy few who won his confidence, 
looked up to him as to a being of a supe- 
iddt' kind: I, I alone, dared sOentl^ to im- 
pMCk' his generosity, his honour, his in- 
tegrity, Wearied with an everlasting dis- 
ipassibri of his merits in all companies, and 
not ^ring to utter one syllable on the sab- 
jeot^ -lest groans should take place of lan- 
guage, I often testified an anger and impa- 
tie&ce lord Arlington construed into an 
extinetion of that fatal passion I once en- 
terteined for his rival, and a due regard for 
the rights which he had acquired over me. 
Gharmed with this idea, he became lavish 
Hfi the jewels and other customary orna- 
ments ; and the tranquillity with which I 
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prepared to appear, lulled every suspicion 
to sleep. Alas! while they were adorn- 
ing m^ with the costly habiliments selected 
for the occasion, I took a malidous plea- 
sure in tracing the ravages grief had al*^ 
ready made in my features, constitution, 
and figure; the first shrunk, wan, and 
withered; the latter emaciated b^yond all 
concealment. I knew that, however those 
who saw me every day might deceive 
themselves^ in pre^nting this shadow to 
his eyes». whose^rdent heart once touchM 
with'ccdours yet more glowing, a form then 
rich with the ^fts of nature, youth, and 
hope— oh, well I knew . what volumes of 
reproaiches were contained in a single look ! 
I entered the presence-chamber with an 
air of determination, . grandeur, and com- 
posure, astonishing even to myself. : My 
soul found him she alone sought in a mo- 
ment. Essex was resting one arm on the 
back of the queen's chair, in the same fa- 
miliar^ gay,'a|id graceful attitude I bad 
so often seen lord Leicester assume—his* 
dress, bold, magnificent, and martial — his 
features (oh, those fatal features ! destined 



te sdbdiie dtbe my wi» i^pd ertraMooi^ 

M8cduti(3nt> ligiMed «p by M»y 6«»9tloi%- 
youths Mftness^ pi^^ a^pleMiitei eymr 
bleiMledL fik fke ejres^ ligMy gUmeid^ 
ovet Mch «ii»ro«idiAg e^edv S»ed at ladt 
on vf^e-^Jkped, I mof w^^sujf ; h&w deep, 
how dMAy, HTM tlie eSeel of fbaC single 
look ! hU unftrisfeed speedk to tbe qoeeiif 
beoAine anniiiikted, WMle hk ^uiveiiii^ 
lipSy in bfoken sounds^ bifeBtih«d totth mt^ 
iitteiraMie an^oisb. fiMtJMrisd) tendefnesB^ 
gtie&-«b, mcae tlim g>ief!*--agm(y.«i^H0sed^ 
aiiipiy the bv^ht eis{)M0$ion^ of tu^p^ntiBtf 
fkHH eveiy perfect feature, and flooded ^ 
e;fes in a moment. Ko longer renena^bcr- 
ing tiie place, the queen, tbe ditifee^ |w^ 
staled forward, and a)»io9t in tbe aet of 
kde^Ung, felt tbe absurdity, and Tani^ied ; 
Witb him too Yonisbed ereiy tfaee of tisat. 
misapplied reason wbieh had sostren^y^ 
impeH^ me to tMs strange revenge; 
They t<dd mfe, I si:^red my$elf to be led 
to the cbanp of the queen^ wbo no secme^ 
in the common §yrm, presented me h^ 
bond, tban 1 haughtily repeHed it, and fb^ 
ing my eyes on ber witb a A^eadfhl mean^ 



iflgk. gfi^^^ dMpt gpionPf 4nd auMak senattes^ 
ak bep! feet £!Umb^th 8jl»rt<ed up in high 
iQ^'gyuitioB» aad Dej^ioaefakig lord Adjii^ 
ton £tf 114^ ]r^jQ[adi)fa4il.in3c«el4 iflktiaus 
oV^^Hl^ me upoR iMri xx^tved pf edpir 
tqM^^ tiQi hev olowt;. l^lot wud) mQW sen* 
aible tbw his. wt^ thjXNit^ ^stow^hmfent 
4l ^.ei^ukKSt a»iiitf{Tjpr0b»d oasoy part, b^ 

ts^ t|ie ^iriee 0f iy^ fiieiadsj, ib trying t4> 
8p|ieii$<^ th(9^ queen, ^oiawpitlwg oie to the 
Qien oC tbM$ 4ffe«iitiid im. l^y ti^fi loeaopr 
alme* bo ^s^ajpfeA witnfpSfMig a j^fseBe wiwh 
toiMJa^ tbe Si^sibiUl^y <>f ^very speetetor. 
My fii^i We xm^^movf^ tfaegroelgy^ 
lery» m th^ wi^ iMrt. ^onyei^B^ : id tbe^ 
a«|9eheiaber ^^919 t^ i^ Uie oiUi^fpy 
l^mr I bed tebum 4 l^^rlniitpW' sif^tiipfiiol^n 
iQ voimd^i^ ll«4 tbi^i^n bimself Q9i a 
oom:d» to veepver 9k l^o^urQ. A preseaU- 
mwjfc of tW fyn^U 90 the crowd ^np^^hed, 
nwde hxm e^gi^rly s^trti, up^ Md^ pei^aiQg 
hkosdf to the ijaiprea^ioii of the, moiBeiA 
' he ruabsd thxoegb them afl; and snatc^Wg 
^u» with impetuPiUy fheo^ thoae who h^)d 
me^ plaeed m&. on the couch, and kneelhpig 
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beside it, sought ta reanimate my chilled 
senses with burning tears and agonissed 
embraces. A thousand times he called me 
his dear betrothed love ! his murdered, pre- 
cious Ellinor ! — ^^ Here is some black arti- 
fice, some diabolical villany,.in this busi- 
ness T would he <^ry, starting up haughti- 
ly, and throwing his inflamed eyes around, 
in dreadful search of him who happily was 
absent *^ Oh, if I find it so,** added he, 
" they shall not escape r who severed us !** 
By vague and rash exclamations he thua 
published the chief incident of our unhap- 
py story; while I alone, still insensible, 
heard not the well-known voice I once fiel- 
ded the grave only could €lose my eiar to. 

This scene, which every foUowing mo^ 
ment threatened to make fatal, was at last 
interrupted by the appearance of lady 
Pembroke. The excellent understanding 
of thatt amiable woman had made her fix>m 
the first consider my desire of appearing at 
court (eVen while unapprised of its mo- 
lives) as the wild start of an unsettled 
mind t she had employed entreaty and ar- 
gument in vain to make me give it up - 
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fipiJiDg the prefect alike agreeable, to lord 
Arlington and myself,* she became siljent 
on the sulgect, but decUned accompanying 
me, and dreading some strange event, re^ 
tired to her own apartments in the palace, 
to tremUie for. it in secret The news of 
my havii^ frightened the queen, and 
broken up the court, immediately reached 
her there.. I^pwever offended at my ob- 
stinacy» she was shocked at its effects, and 
readily emerged to. serve and save me, if 
possible. Pressing through the astonished 
crowd, the fond extravagance of lord Es- 
sex continually increased ; she beheld me 
in his arms, and heard his lamentation. 
Amazement in ;h^ collected mind is but 
a momentary emotion. — ** What are you 
doing, my lord ?" said, she, with an air 
which recalled even him ; *' is this the way 
to recover the senses or reason of this dear 
unfortunate ? Remember the respect due 
both to her and yourself, and leave her 
entirely to my care." Neither prayers nor 
anger warped her from rectitude : she com- 
manded her servants to bear me to her 
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tottpg^ ah* Mewed me fccrseK Tfc*^ «»^ 
tTBCted Eissek bdd her b^ force, and vrfiil^ 
idli^ted leave to attend me. With a dig^ 
hity which emmently dlitinguishe* that 
rfiarming woman, she chid hinr for a mad- 
ness not less extravagi^nt tlian toy own, 
thou^ f^r more censuraUe, and! requested 
her lord to ^ay hhn an equlal attention. 

Tbe women who foHowed me into the 
barge sprinkled me with water; that and 
the open air gradually revived Uiose fkcul- 
ties so teng dormant that they seemed 
gon^ for ever. I ffeeHy Hfted" my head 
from the bosom of lady I^mbroke, and 
Wondered awhile how 1 came theit?. A 
thousand gloomy unceltainties oocutred to 
my mind; and a fipod of tears ifr last safar 
relieved me, as to suffer it to fiiv <m the 
feet. Ladjr Pembroke, perceiving I was 
capable of attending to her, spared me the 
trouble of inquiring into the past scene by 
relating it, with such comments as an en- 
larged and tender heart would naturally 
dictate. My pulses were yet lowr, and' her 
gentle admonitions made a due impressaon. 
— " Review the whole of this wild scheme. 
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1117 daMT EHsnor,'' ssid she, '' and I thmk 
yoomUiiiiitewitb me in calling it SKX The 
queen (bejroiid yoor vev^ige in tbis wotld) 
oan amiily retaliate on every one dear to 
you, for the temporary alavma and vexa^- 
tions yott cause h^. From the eyes of the 
neUe Essex ymi hafve snatched away a ban* 
di^ whioh ssrved both him and yourself 
fiD» dugw. I have hitherto sufiered yoa 
to inaai^Mie him unfidthful and guilty, be- 
cause anger in your situation taaust be a 
mueh less- dangerous emotion than lovei 
His whole soul is once more awakened, and 
I wsould in vain< now aifect to deceive either 
him or you ; he will be heard ; he will even 
be seep, if to the rash ardour of his temper 
you do not oppose the most inflexible pru* 
denoe. Ahs, my sweet firiaid, what dire« 
ful cenfficts do I see before you — conflicts 
that t^ strong and untried soul would 
wish to shrink from ! how then shall your 
wounded spirit—" — " Fear net," an- 
swered I, nerved by the occasion, ^* my 
dear, my watchful monitre^. Bom for con* 
ffiet, I seem oidy to exist by that mental 
action ; and though I lament with you the 
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invincible obstinacy which has once more 
thus involved me^ yet befieve me, I seem 
better able to bear eveiy evil which may 
result from the vindication of Essex, than 
4iie. dreadful weight of Ms saiq[X)sed ingra« 
titude. For every other calamiity I had 
been accus1x>raed to prepare my heart 
That heart, cherished by tears and softness, 
started I hot into excess till those, sources 
were dried up. Ah, open again every 
sluice, of pleasure ! Tell me that Essex is 
indeed innocent, unaltered! tell me that 
he is still the incomparable being my 
youthfiil fancy first worshipped ! tell me^ 
in short, the whole triith, and see if my 
soothed senses are not equal to thcioon- 
fidence." — " How little reason do these 
eager exclaijiations, these impassioned tears 
and glowing cheeks, give me to^ think so !" 
wistfully replied the sweet lady Pembroke; 
" perhaps, were it yet in my choice, I 
should still resolve to deceive you ; but in 
now revealing all, I am only b^orehand 
with him, who, in tenderly urging a just 
vindication of his conduct, would efiectual- 
ly re-estabMpimself in your affections, to 
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the utter ruin of the little peace Heaven 
has allowed you* 

*^ The desperate state of my heaHb at the 
time ithen yourself aiid sister so unac- 
eountably VBnished, maiie my lord guard 
against my obtaining that information with 
the utmost caution, and the first alarm I 
received was from the suddeii return and 
perpetual visits of the earl of Essex. 
These were often at odd and improp^ 
hours, and generally began or ended with 
a private conference. A continuance of 
this conduct, even after I was able to quit 
my apartment, gave me a disgust to your 
lover I d^ not conceal from my lor^- ^^ 
pleaded the: affliction of Essex as his only 
and indeed sufficient excuse, and thus laid 
himself open to my inquiries, which soon 
obliged him to own the whole truth. Its 
deep effect oh me mide lord Pembroke 
congratulate himself on having thus long 
concealed it. My agitation and affection 
soon reconciled me to Essex, and united 
mie in his views^ Wholly engrossed by the 
hope of finding y wi, every dny gave burth 
to a new project in one en* the o(%er. How 
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nwnir ^s^qpointaifliitft did we expecuenoe*^ 
Yet the fertility of his imoginMioii ben^ 
only eq»Hfid loQr tl» wa&iath eilm heart, 
itt^ tail discowagcd him; and adopting aD 
his wribl phuis, I mgod hkn to paraeveiw 
abee^ talac^ phususre in heaping £«i^ on, a 
iaoie pradfimce shiMdd ratiier have stifled. 
HimB happily arrived of lord Xjeioestev 
aadr MatiMa, whidai renoiiradng every hfspe 
hi Iiadi himi and me, I joiottd tiie dekider 
self itt) asauiiig' h|pa» tliat he was. destined 
to Bestow' yoir to the noble exMes, and in 
seofiving yx>ur hand, to unite himaelf at 
ono9 in their happkiesa and firte. 

*" Thf rorpantiehenoism interwmren in^hia 
obaraeter, made him readily listeiii ttot ihesei 
pinsing delusuMu^ till & sttenge rumour 
reached i» cite da^ihat yon had been mai^ 
nad to lord Arlington, in the piescnoe of 
hard Buifoighv andi left by hkn at St Yin* 
Q^fs Abbey; Impressed with the strange- 
estreliance cm yomr fiiith, Essex asserted it 
in the wannest terms, and seenaed ready 
to jl^ to the spot where it was wported 
you y et eicisted. ']^iepalBnes8o6n)y'00|&^ 
plcodon reproved bis implieit eonfidenee. 



The ntlnie b(? Swlnglv-^tiie Yemambntice 
timt Arlf»fg»m liadliKtebrquittad^tlieedqit 
^^e-4itoAt JMtoltivo «tme wfaMi wnmy and 
odmbtn^ a thou«iiid ipapovtant nothings 
tending to Mamp a sad oon trietkni more itt, 
utant^eenslf tbati> one -eao; pranoimee' 9 
sentence — now proved to md thetMdii of 
HM^ " Lord Pembroke {)mpo0cd gdxig to 
tfte^ MHiiatep, Md tilus: dMidkig* ftke point 
%ir^ gl^y MRfleBtod ; amk Ssaev tmrets* 
ing th^motjf^ in great agkafeioR duking tihe 
klter^a),^ 'fiHind a thousand reamna te. jus^ 
felty tli# opiuiidH) so eautiously eoUeeted as 
&(lie>ved h0 was not without a secret fear. 
Iliord PMnbMke at hngth returned, and 
conflrtn^ the &tal news, added that bid 
Burleigh had shewn him the contract 
signed b]r both; But wkid; was the palen 
ness impressed on my: eotoitenance, to tiiat 
i^lehspi^ad over theflarid conyplexion of 
your fover afe this fi^ oonfimation ! The 
oHent straggle in his spal mrely' combined 
every pang o^ death, withottt a fl b ud h ig its 
relief; Speedi* and ooloui> at laal returned ; 
his cheeks now glowed .i«dtib indignation, 
WbUe his lips tremMed with tramsports c£ 
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bktemets.and .^rieCi! H^i^ttted u^ ffe^ 
dpitatetjr,! and nrjrilcrd d^gvotuigf himself 
torasraage^myscnrtW* wMHQt inormediateLy 
sensible .of. the depafture of our fUend, 
Alas \ «otild dttherjc^f us .possibly have sus- 
peotedr the: fate^^f-l^e^ untoward fate th^t 
awnted bim ! > 

f The nKMsienfc lord Essex thus abruptly 
quitted our house/ he haittened to tliat of 
sir /Fronds WaSsingbam^ where he found 
oiUy lady! Sydney, who secn^fjly as sensiUe 
of histnerit as sbe h^ before been ic^ my 
In'Other's, received him with equal surprise 
and pleasut'Q. Without entermg into the 
motives which infittienced . bis conduct^ he 
eagerly tendered . binpAelf to her acceptance. 
Her objections were, those of one who 
wished to be persuaded, and he would nei- 
ther hear €si demur or delay ; his own chap- 
lain was quickly si^mmoned, and the mar- 
riage . solemnhsed iri a no^ner almost as 
sudden and sddtiffy 4s y6ur own. Ah, 
fatal marrii^ea bbth, beginning and end- 
ing in tears! This n0ws broke upon us 
with the morning. Lord Pembroke, was 
astounded I reccoiiibended to him to 
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hasten to tiie wretched bridegroom, and: 
reconcile, his mind to the unlucky choice 
he had thus precipitately made, ere rashj 
eipressiom of grief or disappointmeiit 
should i roiise that turbulent spirit, which 
had made my amiable brother's philosophy 
so soon give way to disgust. WdB we 
knew the fiery soul of Essex would: spurn 
at such a bondage, however voluntary. 

*^ Tkie GontaB^pt and coldness both lord) 
Pembroke and myself had always shewn ; 
to this imperious woman, who &st intro- 
duced, discord into a family be&re djs^. 
tinguidbediby Unanimity, rendered this a: 
great effi>rt of* friendship. The time lost 
in reconciling . our feelings- tb this conde« 
soension made it wholly useless. My lord 
found sir Francis almost annihilated with 
surprise, and understood at once that his- 
daughter was in fits, and lord Es^ex gone. 
Unable wholly to conceal tiie anguish.that 
preyed, on his spirits, and flattering, him- 
self that a generous confidence in his bride; 
might in time cement their union by the, 
charm of esteem at least, Eai^ex had teiil; 
open lus^ whole heart to her. The itooftal. 
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arif aad fltd»r,. die ^Ranted jtid^Bienli a^ 
paMdtostiAft The nekmohdr Eases, 
lihflr jmglft £Mf pify, not passioB, nomr in- 
aitiiiaadjr defittulBd faeir ke htdanwarily^ 
amdg&alL IShe idbd^liirre temper of his 
bride hhtced fiutfii ki all H» Uttteneai^ and 
tlie ^anri ro» w higfay tint emfy the* 
next natnifig' he ewlMedb fab banei; mxdl 
oailitig hsr flfc aice ' l» epDror and his pu- 
niafament^^ he took his ieaiw with the lMm» 
rmaaik, * diat he i biiwred hi «tt things tiK> 
fiite of shr Phtiq^ Sjrdne^/ A wpnoch 
lft:e dlia might well ittoA the moat eaUona. 
heart-«'it thiiew la4!f Bsanc into fila^ Be- 
ganHeas of tfais^ her load nMMinted^ and 
deptiting \Mith the utaiesfc awiftneaa^ w«» 
soot ottt of tftie teoah bodr of ftiends and 
ettennes. 

^'Tfae<t«ieeii^ Wbebecaoaee^erjrdajrmcan 
partial te Saaex thaa abe liad been the 
former one,' inaenndbiy had suffered him to 
tafce^ both in b^heartand ooiut^ the place 
of loicd Ldioestav. Hr war the opinion of 
mmiy that die intaidad to many ban; 
and' the rage tlna atiqp of hie excittd in 
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ilfwriage and) dir(tp«> deparltirei slie- ^m^ 
idiliNi^ Ms. t^ '«he edtirtT nor ^d ill^ 
Prstnci^ Meape a wplriinMdi hoTv^eirar vmM* 

^^£kRs^ -toon fittediout aome ships^ with^ 
^viii&Gill £j^ jbiiied Dml^e and. Kofrift^; otid 
his fame daily endearing bim more to tA^ 

peaMDie' "ift re^ntmetiit ^be tloQ^M doe* 
i»Ms 4MMlfy, aild iiide66aiitl|f langtifehei 

lliioW]«d|g^ fibe tMh step-hfe k«# iaken 
iff marr^^ng ; and^ ftia^ tb atf^olt bludiHig 
fop It ^ <niF presence, he had thus exited 
hilRfisilK' though pricks made bim stitt 
spG^ of '^u with aeriimony, it wa9 obviw 
out, Vrdni the tenor of the tdiold tet(er^ 
tlMt 'he haNl quHted Bn^and no less to^ 
ah^td 9Mng you, 1ba»> living witb the wo- 
man he had in^fested wUh a* legal right to 
nMa^e htm unhappy^ The generous anadetf 
h«is(hi^9redffex your sktian hi sending; ehWti^ 
a^ <ys junetttt^, i^r Walter CMtfe ^i^»^ 



300 . T9E1^SP»I8^ 

more to Rau^9» with cBreotioAs to spwre 
n^tber ttoul^le or money to. discover Ma*' 
tiida, .wasi ^npther. new instance of that 
nobility of mind, which always graces even 
hi$ faults. . Cpnsecraliing his cares to a 
more noble pursuit than love, he . thus 
sought to; fill 'Up the void — the aching 
Void, that blighted passion had left in his 
hefert, 

'* He was not born for inaction^ and soon . 
his dicing rS]^irit employed the thoi^ts of 
l^e whole nation; when Elizabeth, who 
knew too well that its preseQjt emextkms 
wer^ but th^ w^4€^ortsiof disi^pointment 
apd despair, relaxed. M^.pnce fi^omall her 
appai^iift ri^o^r,(and teoalled him. Dis** 
gust had sunk «> dieep that he still hesi- 
tated, and nqtbii^ ' but ' her peremptory 
oc^mmand cDpld induce hip^ to return. 
While in ctoily expectation of him, I re- 
ceived your first letter. It con^ned not 
a word tluat could' inform me of your reid 
situation, or the motives c^ an action so 
eccentric as your acceptance' of lord Ar« 
lix^tpn. Your long sil^ioe, you^ obscure' 
and laconic epistle,. the istrong desire I had 
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to see franquillJty restored to yourself and 
your lover, though happiness had escaped 
both, made me resolve to she W him the 
letter, in which he was not even named, 
if once the subject arose; from this I 
guessed that he would most probably 'con- 
elude your marriage with your own free* 
will, as well as the retired style of your pre- 
sent Bfe. An opportunity soon offered — 
nor was I mistaken in my judghient; 
liOrd Essex perused your epistle in silent 
astonishment, and the conviction it con- 
veyed produced a surprising alteration in 
bis mind and manners. No symptom of 
either pride, passion, or disappointment, 
from that moment, has been visible in his 
conduct. Conforming at once to his fate, 
he profited by the indulgence of the 
queen, and resolved to live decently with 
his wife, if Hot happily. Never since have 
I heard your name from his lips — I knew 
not that it Hved even in his heart; and 
finding this artifice so successful with one, 
I resolved to try it with the other. Wheli 
you related to me the cruel fiction by 
which lord Burleigh wrought upon yoiir 



fedingiB, what pacgose wooU it b^ v^ .anf- 
wwered to inibna you, that TSssex wa^ 
never concerned m any pLot-^Hoever imt* 
prisonjed,.much less ecmdemneci The bfgit 
sense you entertained of a sacrifiboei ap;- 
pari^ntiy unvalued by him, made it ini^ 
prdsdble that any explanationy or even 
coaversation, sho^d tak^ place beti'WBn 
minds tiius 4eeply and JuatLy 'offended with 
6iach other. How then rwas I chagrined to 
see you» on yourarrwal m XiOndon, fopdlj 
nourish sonie un&thoinabls prqjeet, which 
threatened wholly to^ defeat mine ! PP'ind^ 
ing.aU adviqe ixieffeotualp.! thought it mwt 
judicious to leave youi?'<Bi^d to its- owai 
workings, hopiis^ the g^ntIeness q£ yowt 
nature would coiuitei;aot; tb# irritaticai <^ 
your passions. Alas, npy dear^ this fatal 
day shews me n^y error^.and its extent! 
In hOvW many ways will you now wound 
the noble htajst of £ssex? Tortured at 
once with the-anguish-of disappointed, ia« 
juxed love^ the narrow doubts of bja \in« 
tiaetable wi&r and the arrpg^jQftfv^^Aance 
of the qiiieeni'his 1|^ wUlK#t>^))th^ ¥BP* 
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msttt, he «& dssroid w£ xxaabvi, ai i^ kos 
}c^ been ofiiope." 

Tbc! 4eiidar ikiotivei "fv^bitlii dictated this 
kte coiflfiefSBioi)^ as* 'vmU as^ the qposi: oonottil- 

Iftdy Pembroke cxmnhided^ atttuadearikisp 
iiB|x:68sio]a on me, and opened evevjr ihrioe 
of tenidiemess, to tbe .gteart relief of vay 
oppvesBed and bunang faeaitt^^'* No, mijr 
gBsaetoasy amiable fidend^" ralirmed I, in^ a 
mdreaqiml tone than ladf Pembroke <ex^ 
feo^Bd, ** I caxMODt nnsconitfue oonduet 
wbieh has ever (had idie ojost npi&glpl in* 
tentien; attdmdoii^jiiabMeTleihtttof.the 
afiieted fissexy ytna sisffdy a»' metay es for 
am^exertkm; I s^oidd o^eririse sink umim. 
The necessity for preventing a fart efitiie 
e^ik my imprudence «iay oeoasiDnv will 
ocblVL me to wsaam, hoBour, and\ myseU; 
~<]fti, tbaai !" cr^ I, melting into tears» 
^ toa dbari»f bdoved, too daefikj lasnentad^ 
panion me if I pass^^a dark aiaiideivrp dood 
e9W the brij^t star of thy: dirtingunhed 
fertme; soon will tiiat enoeoge (laith tm- 
diminished^ splendcniivnvdiilseJjialaBei sl^ 
dMf inleans^ enoiohingifaaieartk ttkaltMdea 
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mt^— *-aiid you too, most favoured among 
women, in being bom to share bis fate, 
endeavour but to make it happy, and she 
who has no use for life, but io weep your 
lot, will join to crown it with every earthly 
felicity. I find my fluctuating mind un- 
equal to entering farther on the interest- 
ing subjedt,'' concluded I, ** on aniving at 
home. Adieu, my dear lady Pembroke ! 
Be tins embrace the pledge of mutual par- 
don ; and if you have not blushed for the 
last, as well as first time, for your poor 
fiiend, her better self must again desert 
her." She strained me to the purest bosom 
that ever beat, and left me once more 
alone with that unstable coumellor, my 
own erring heart. 

The return of lord Arlington, exaspe- 
rated by the rage of the queen, and the 
surmises of the court, tried my firmest re- 
solutions ; perhaps even those would have 
been unequal to the conflict, but that 1 
remembered my promise to lady Pem^ 
broke, and was determined Ho supply a 
bright example to that noble lover, I now 
considered as equally unfortunate with my- 
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sllf. t mtka^ ttbm tUu period ^hoUy 
diiioiHyifeitioi ^itlipiit expecting solne 
iitUSS^g^ke from lot'd Essex, though t 
kri&W lidf how he could pos^sibly convey i£ 
It re^hed mis sti laist in the most extrabr- 
dSkiOiy tddnrier. Lady t'etnbro'ke seized 
the ^kt interval of loneliness to addresis 
nte.— ** ^Perplexed circumstances make 
stfktig^'etniss^eB," said she, sighing; ''wfio 
Wt)Uld'ha^e imagined that I shoidd request 
tUcfothe^ the letter of lord fiisex to you, 
:i^nbr? bat finding hinti determined oin 
tlHTs diflfdi^sing you, I Voluntarily under- 
txkjiK th6 trast, as^ weQ to judge of all that 
pfi^sefi, as to prevent hfs hutniliating himself 
aiifd you to whaitever se^^int he could bribe, 
and perhaps*, if he e^red in his choice of a 
nlefsis'enger, it would be to the riiin of your 
pteee and reputation.*' 

Hardly heating this g^n^rOus preamble^ 
niy eager eyes* Were fixed oh the letter, 
anrd I gaVe the flth^ liand that held it the 
spontaneous' kiss I was at fif^t tempted to 
bestbw on the pt^ouii p^pei'i , Ah, how 
zSbtking were £he emotibris produced by 
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thcr sight of that well-known hand ( 
language -was impassioned and inooherait 
—^ne accused himself, me, the friends of, 
both, and the overruling fate which ac- 
tuated all. He seemed assured that fraud, 
mystery, and a thousand yet unknown . 
execrable arts, had been ccnnbined to sepa-* 
rate us. He conjured me to discover both 
the persons^ and the means. He spoke of 
lord Arlington rather as a weak tool in the 
hands gf his more crafty enemies, thaip the 
object of that deep and eternal resentment^ . 
which only slept till I supplied it one.— - 
** Scorn," continued he, " the narrow pre- 
judices of custom, and your sex, nor be 
wnolly the sacrifice of situation. Dare to 
be sincere, and think an adherence to your 
first sacred vows (vows dear as inviolable) 
the true point of* honour, of religion, and 
morality. Oh, call to mind the fatal .mo- 
ment when you tore yourself, inexorably^ 
from arms that beauteous form no more 
perhaps shall fill ! A little confidence, a 
little faith, had then made both happy ; 
no\Y, alas! they can only make us less- mi*, 
serable. Yet speak, my betrothed love^*" 
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coBcludfd/ he^ ** tell me aIl«--fOBce mote I 
oonjurcf you, by those rights yoar false- 
hood or death akme ean aEinul*— tell me all ) 
and in your care <£ tl» life which throbs 
within this agitated* bosOm, give me a mo- 
tive for wishing it to linger there.'' 

As I perused this IxHiching transcript of 
has soul, mine melted within me. Never- 
thdess I resolved to act up to the idea I 
had',fbrmed» and snatching a pen, I thus 
replied to him :— 

" In giving you my heart, my lord, I 
own I gave you a right in every action of 
my life, which, though events may suspend, 
they eahnot annihilate; Alas ! the only 
ri^t I reservi^ to myself^ was that of con- 
cealing aught wbidi might render you 
unhappy. .SiifS^ me then to bury in this 
bosom the • ^aombibatiQn of fatal events, 
whsdi tore us .fn!Hpa;each other. Need I 
tdQ you that they have wrung it even to 
pbrenzy ; fw nathing less could have justi- 
fied the premeditated shock I cruelly gaye 
you« The 40ep effect of my present; 
perhaps. <for why:. should I conceal it?) 

K3 
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stiiM^ W^ ifatfM'iiliset 1MI> idKttid. ttw 
Dfi^fMi a bttisyv pM^idt jkidj^e^ dftligbte in fei 
lM$ldii^ ^€M^f%Mflti«i^b£ti»3^ paififiri®^- 
tences it iiUpMi^^L jiibv ttltoseii of^my itoat! 
rMncMi^r" its afflictK^» bah onljr be^ Gdtai- 
jfysVtAf by ya^ur fidihyg in tbe ^spdcfous^trinl 
I am iitlm^'i^ iMsdl^redtt^ sustain/ 'Slab 
me nfotf of «ile ii^lMblMf pamxw fwtuiw 
still allows me, in whatever 'sofifiudeii&dbiis 
K^ruiefolrtb buHieMl^ o^f tbinkii^ him U te- 
le^«d>(g^Mn^ idl' mankiDd vm» every, filing' 
bM dt|tiA)g^ 

'^ Ab)»Ve tlfd ^av^ dficpinilnijf iF^knosH/t : 
110 guidb llut' rc^titttKte<',' ikctti txiU tit»r 
196&v^ itself wiil apiprov^ tttpi efilairt^^i- 
yet niiftke to^^ <^afiftii< you tofifl^, to gr^t^ 
ness, f o ^lory.-43by a^vrftrLFMbMP of um^' 
versal'b^ing<! w4n)se wiU^ne^ootfM^snWKhr 
fi<6^ eteh^ll^iMaly c^jigs^t i»<ireirtddni sseiM^; 
tif^ tb ^VB^6bl^st {nKpo$0^thesi«r>aict»«es oft' 
my fea$6Ai^ ah A ftMrnv both' fbi»-tbe sepii-atet 
loti spp^teA'us. BI^Vat«i Hk pttiii^on9of 
i*y Edsex aboVe ^'tattt«it!Doti^Jte^<|fi.reiA4 

yeng^ or malice, siMbBme his love into 



^, ^ th^ 4mi| kmr% viA^ «ow bleeds 
))ef^r» Ibf^, Mf9fir p^eqoe ^ii4 ie«gm^ 
tiMf $» ta pfp(» «4ch lo|^ dajr i|9 if tlM9 next 

Kete to uiHl^ me to 4mip. I soUdt mvt 

OO3 mther fliDf h^ ^vw'fxvrtinii^ iU «3te 
4>^«9t^; Imfe te Ui eoD^i^t mb ennobled 

that when both are called with the wh0)e 
world before thy dread tiibunal, I may 

lo^ 4owti im tbe mkiiud^iig pavi of it, 

im4 truly HB^r^FMbei; it in 99^ ISmm I 
JMV0 Wed, bill tirtue in his par^n." 

Thi# pfKSiionate ^^stro|^, howavw 
Hglpiy wrou^t» WM eiitively eel wbte^ Ipt 
ib«i fOimnftiQ «j|^t to whom il ¥9ea fidt 
4t?S8«d. I «fMfn tstly hesp«g)it the lM»i9l»l9 
ISm^n to Mff^ ^^ifi tQ i^d the qwrefCKHfl*^ 

40ii0e^ mUch admHt^ not an indttlgeMe 
l)^0lii thoM wnvey^A in Um \fHsM ; «E)d 

g8»ie it intpr th« hmd^ of my fria^d* wl^ 
fthnt-^weet Misiim ^f ^^l^pbuw^ which 
evw #titeiidi Ihf cQwctoufiMedt pf Imsmg 
gfHie beyond » iWQful duty. 

Yes, «t)}| iki» de^ a^nMiticA vMA»vwi:to 
in«^ it knidtote^ et intfirvals the/4eep 



gloom which ^steeips -mj «oul, and atimlfi- 
lates ixiy isenses.-*-! fear I begin again to 
wander, for my handwriting appears to 
my oVm eyes that of' £s8ex.-^Oh» how 
tight my head, my fa^art Iseema boand !-^ 
will no one loosen tHe shnmk fibres ?^ 
Hark! Is not that the queen ?-~No, it 
was but the deep voice of the winter*s 
wind. 

Poor Essex! — and did my letter thus 
deeply a£fect him ? — did he so fondly press 
it to his lips? — did he blister it with his 
tears? Those I have shed for thee, my 
love. Would have drowned thee had they 
been treasured. — ** Unequalled Ellinor— » 
Oh, most adored ! — ^Yes, I will pursue the 
bright wanderings of the pure mind I have 
assisted to unsettle, and be all she wishes 
me from this moment^ — ^Who told him I 
wandered then, I wonder ?— I am sure I 
always strove against it befofe him— Ah, 
dear and predous sentiments, how my soul 
imbibes the charm !-**Have you not a pen- 
knife kdy Pembroke to write these words 
in my heart— -on my very heart? Oh, I 



*WOidd fadydthem sink deep--deepr-w<^"W 
ftel ksH^ell as see tliein. And tlidu ^i6o, 
Memory, treacherous Memory, for onC^^o 
thou retidn the pleasant tone of the voice 
that' repeat^ iHem— not even lady Pfem- 
bixjke's own is'sb hirmonibus. ' ' 

• Married tdM'Atlington^ did yon %> 
—Oh; such a m^rt-y^^! What did * We 
^un by villainy indffattd ?— the insupport- 
able society rf a wild Wret6h, whose weary 
spirit threatened eirety moment to escaip^, 
*jmd leave in his ai^iiis the vile dross he thus 
purehaised. And'^t they tell ine It ti ^ 
— ^he drags me aboiit with him, and tails 
me his— -^i^, oh -Heavens! — But l^^am 
nobody'^ else, mark that-^iiiark tKit, bi- 
we shill pferhapsh^Vfii icnindier^ and I ^6t 
Hieireto step between the fatal isword^, arid 
isee whiih will befriend me. 

Matilda, I have not told you about that, 
I think ; but I am not very able julst now, 
isuch a. heavy sltepineiss seals up every fa- 
culty; and yet if I don't now, I never 
may wake more, you know-^— but I have 
waked over and over again, now I ricoYtect, 



W«% into ^.i^i^p^i^, ^^^r^iqi flf 

. • . ♦ rt ft-,.'?',., 

reoonection to (f^flfffff^ m'^iPWr . ft JW" 
suance of the good resolutioijis I hfid formed, 
I requ^syted leave of lord ^pgtjfl^ tp re- 
^e for the future wholly at ^ Yvafi^fi£§ 
Ahhey, f.0 which ^ Jj^^y ^pp^tfj^ ^ 
^y offered retuccni^f i^t did vf^t ]«|y?l|y ^ 
viate his suspiqcjos, iit left Invfn ^ }f^Jfif> 
pi^tenc§ for tonnfnting w jf^ ^j^j^jn- 
,|Ji^ charapter I ever fouqd of )| jjii^HtHWP 
;^;tfapp, cc^ulops and mut^^e, j^ ^. 
yriUed ^d pg^^qp^f ^ : vj^in fif a« fif^ 
4?f his ranY, wjthpuf jj^t tp. ^j|t^«go^ 
f^nt, % iqway?oonwe4^»|«^lf ffljiuj^ 
^^hep W9*fir Tra?i pisferr^ 5 fi;i)^ ^e fin- 
tiality of Elizabeth tosfi^ 1)^ ^48^19^ 
%ded him j^liqpfft 9? nwpl^ qs ;({hiI.I M 
^ obyiou8)ky expr?^. 

T^»p gei^erpus Esseqt ?iP!qjpcH WX MM* 
^ yiytu? §fl far. *H #^ *np#%er. ^tr 
l^fge^cy:^ to pierpvade me tp s^^ ^o^^tf 



91^ IW^. 4|iVi;i3^ of WJ fidd%, ^wcufp 

f«Si9ift4*d ^01 to K^taki. . It was »0edle$$ 
U> ^ fW^tM iD^^el^^oe. of a man wbo 
#im|^l^fld the v^eif of the kingdom. J 
h^d 'fpi^mifftely distiqguUb^d one, ^me 
h9^ a^^pM* I tb^^refow took a te^»dei{ 
l(imve^)«43rjFembioke, and mwgUng noijf 
pwtiag ^9aK with a thouswid unspoken 
blessingi, hg an eSort of virtue I admired 
^ ^ly^alf^ I \ifM\y encpuntered my fate<| 
dfl^rjgpiifi^ 1k> nm ^Abrt to render it as 
8M|^pQ{1;ai4ft ^s mi^t l^e. 

St yiny^nV^ Abbey again received me. 
Tlais mtMKKn lo^d Arlington had pur- 
Qbased at the t;ime ^f bis marriage, less fop 
smy ehwrma 1^ pesGeive4 in it, thai) the ad*^ 
vAQtages ^f ^ oovntry round, which sup- 
yj^od bim: wiith every variety of rural dl-^ 
vflWon. Here I iM: last b€^n to breathe, 
wd foi^niBg; mj^t mind to that melancholy 
i99p<N^ a ^i()ed ^^t^ny, however deplor^ 
9U4, allows,.! Qa}}edtta;my aid the sustainr 
il^ ]9ii^»p^M9: of ro^j^ aq^ I 

tmsned i»y %ej^ ^t towards every dwell* 
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ing misfortune bad passed over, and tbob- 
ing bofii with gifts, and sk>6thihg the sad 
wretch^ she Imd depr^i^sed, ri^edb^ back 
into my 6ym 'bosotn'tiie comforts I bad be^ 
stowed. I gathered into the Abbey such 
of their children as were weakly and de- 
formed, and while those blessed with florid 
health pursued the track 6f labour, the 
6thers were instructed in tapestry, pointy 
reading, writing, and music, acccmling to 
their sex and age. Surrounded by these 
affecting objectB, who thus found in the 
liberality of art a counterbalance for the 
unkindness of nature, I sometimes touched 
my lute with sensations so suUimie, that 
fancy dispersed every bodily imperfocticm 
in my little auditory, and lighting up their 
cheeks with the softest tinge of the loom- 
ing, I seemed to see the human robes of 
wretchedness drop ofi^ and the light pini- 
ons of immortality wave towanls heaven. 
Striving by such, and indeed every means 
in my power, to shut out the fruitless 
wishes for lost happiness, whidi still beats 
fervently at my heart, I filled iip with un- 
oeasing employments the long — long year. 
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iMten did my ftet wand^ towards iH6 cell 
and iihe Reoess. Often, in the well-knbwn 
Ifdndings of that wood, where once we 
aaioDed together notes as careless and plea-] 
sant as those of the birds around us, hatve 
I. paused, my sister, and watered with em- 
Inttared tears the preeious memorial oi^ 
days that never could return. 

Conscious that I could ill brook the least 
doubt or inquiry into my conduct, I made 
it an invariable rule never to pass the gate 
unaccompanied; yet lord Arlington con- 
ceived an antipathy to this solitary asylum 
every day increased. I did not compUment 
him witili a total forbearance of the few 
amusements innocence and retirement al-. 
lowed. Alas ! I soon learnt from his con- 
duct, that jealousy, the most restless and 
insatiate of all our passions, mingles in the 
haHt, even when driven out of the heart 
Had his love known the refinements com- 
man to that passion in a generous nature, 
he would have felt that an unhappy at- 
tadiment is nourished by solitude and 
home; and that the person who once re- 
solves to venture abroad, shews a noble 



in one of her y^ tranq^rfy g^y^ ]^St 

^^ Mi?^^^^ >5?tyef»^nt, ?Y4flx «9^% og 
Wis )i#*cfl^P?ed t^at adipjyHj^H.t ^ 
^hpwsfet ipys^l^ ?^^^ to 9^^^ ^^ 
uij)l?oij?j(%fl ipQyfea;; ^ aftjesw?^ 99f?^W^ 

of % ^^iper^f;: «^ ^fea^?^^, <a^ 

cp5own.ed tQ. h^, own ^i^gjj^fifi »p liiiv.. ti^. 
<^ly wMM sj^p lia4 p^i3i?f tiffi4 Iflp to,fj^Bl»i 

distinctioR, ftt i^i^xtf l<ff4, 4f^;tsm. 9S»v 
ceiye4 himself injiw^ q^g^ Ijx, r^i«Jfr 
wh% «?,^M»e wVPtfy. Bfr8^a»K>W^hjj. 
yea? toupji ^itl). hi^ 99WBWy- M flSfc 
hftyii|g.ft, t^ %. % ^nfiSfc Wfr aqjfr^' 



the ^§^(mf %e^f9t wd a mstic owpywf 

often closed die e^^)^ iR^lh intoauMlkw- 
T!\^ 9fit^ my ^9«fl|ed piuvsifiiti liad 
«0ir Ifu|p^jw|{b.ap|iwir«d1n hiA nn#M3nnis 
i^.9iisi|gl QOntmt: wd'afcliU own. kmt 
4>fttPl}> bi %iQ^ 9um wefiwd, tiU ha 

"^Q; iqgngnit tbfK suffprisictg hsppinetisi, 
(isl^i<^ /»3#l9(l G^y in U» Qvn &b^, and; 
F»r<»F*0w^;it8<flp^ t9. continual inel»i. 

rvmi: ¥^t»^ J baii «wne4. I passed my 
sHgsast^ t^ ^$ .i«t>i¥n»l» v^§na wanted. 

t9,e{^t «h VMni«6Kl»i» io. ^§ V^hhoWk 

hiwi^apd, i^4)f ^1^1^ dpwn the wat: 

tifB^ ViwUi nvQue t))a««nl9Wi|.t»itll« 9X^ 



f7S rmtmsxiiUB^ 

woold at onbe opto tte pimpect <m tihAt 
sid^.the Abbey, and deprive tile af an in- 
animate direct of ^iffitetioii, of whicb lord 
Atlingtcm ^tiU entertained a jealousy as 
excessive as preposterous: 

This proposal met witii the strongest op* 
porition from me^ on esrery aoooiknt i it was 
^beadfal to think of annihilating eveiy 
trace of my youth—- e^spry object which 
could remind me that I had ever been be- 
loved or connected; to disturb the sailed 
ashes of my early protect(H:s» and leave 
them exposed to the winds of heaven and 
ilie hands of the Isibourerc but it was yet 
more dreadful to me to risk the little 
peace I had been aUe to collect ftbm the 
wreck of all my hopes— to wake wishes, 
which pa^aps were torpid, only beKiause 
vain-^-to tempt l<M!d Essex to tweak the 
promise I had wrui^ fiom him— in short, 
to take the most remote diance of again 
beholding the chosen of my heart ; for to 
prev^it the daily r^ret I might expm- 
ence at being a spectator of tiiis disagree- 
siAe metamorphoaia in my fiivottrite spot» 
k»d Arlington was determined to take me 



tot ttot ^inittb Iiondon. Ilk y^' 1 1^ 
m(»i!8lMteflt Aie stMtlger lAy di^tficist ap- 
peared/ the AeBS he [ itna^iied ^b Imd to 
dread ; - nor among \a» wtid6 MHiid of 
suppositions, mice thought it possiblb^that 
I could fear myself. Painful experience 
now ^reminded we that the least hint on 
this subjei2t would be ruin, and erery 
other reason rather strengthening his de- 
sign, I was compelled to yield to it. 
How readily, with every pasong mile, 
recurred the dear habitual impresrions! 
My qui^keiKed ]^liG^ were again ammated 
by n)y hearty and I beheld even the palace 
without disgust, because Essex reigned 
there. Lady Pembroke met me with an 
embrace neither time nor absence had 
chilled. She mirveyed my amended looks 
with infinite satasrfactiod, and flattered 
herself, because I was ^ longer a spectre, 
I was happy. Ah, mudi-erring friend! 
the embers of that &tal fire tears had al^ 
most quenched, ag^n Were gradually re* 
lighting! I felt almoit ^Bsappointed at 
hearing Essex was stUI on the seas-^that, 
oRmned .with victory at Cadis, his valour 



94 «0ii«JI»lq,^ tih«fpMfBi|li# iMr yi^»^l 
VMdMiii^«t^u«^«f M:; hot M ANingtiOn 

8«fR tbi^ vf <»4di in « diffenmt pt^t .«P, ^a^m 

ytd ao Qa9i))arg[^ ^n- «fiQr ti«9^ land anlS^ivA 
B9m oC' it tpi >ft. y itf t od <wt> of Uft ««r}» 

)ifm^ without imim of the fAtHgrt. In- 

di|9iM^9« «^r]^'iylliHf^ the newckiag f««r 
ti|l^ of Q)]; soil}, A)m^ wfaAt «MffeiU)g9 
hf(d it. ^mdy fntsitfii^ vfon.vml tWr 

ii)g% Wf): «t;nif4i: •(k«or.piiO(afles.! Xki*<l|»> 

i?nit« Q^.^itt^nii^j Md wi]«to!f»i I M 

strove Ufi «l^tlMiyQ|pvaR)ilii4« «»d i w l ff Uft, 



m%M9Vfi^ -«» 



Perhaps lord Arling^ ^^ i^t /|f| m^ 
ttfi j^^ibs* **>e vapours of ^lie fliillv: l*«f 
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'¥0t fikmi inedHtafihg any injury to the 
okmtesff df'E^x/I respee^ tdbmudi 
-thb petee 6f her husband^s mind Wuhta- 
•tfHy td recall ix>. Ms remembrance a wretdi 
-W*h bilt-Wcfestrdy it. - ' 
' K^lveHfti^l^IdidlTiot'thmkv^ 
-Self wbuki reAise me one little satisfectioii 
I could not btft'fjie^ie:- a jpkture of die 
^toitming^ of CafdSk hJEid-lieen drawn by a 
Bpanisb p6at&b&t' tlik^ there, ahd sent by 
lEsAex to loid F^l^roke. Amtxkg tbs 
matiy portl^its it preserved^ his 0!wn was 
the most conspicuous^ and every one pro- 
nounced it the finest ever drawn. It at- 
tracted the curiosity of all ranks of people 
atfd= the gallery it was placed in was 
scarcely ever emptt"; It was so much the 
tb{>ic<^ discourse, thidt &shion miast have 
l^kidb^ a desire in me to see it, had my 
h^t been uninterested. Yet tile unresp 
MHttble jealousy of lord Arlingfam con- 
denined me to silaice; nor daied I ;pro- 
|HMe visiting lady Pen^broke at this crifls, 
iMt^theMclesixe should be bonstmed into a 
plod^of marital guilt My nature spumed 
at the oonstraiht to Whidi Ifound myself 



'^Ubj(fc«ed i^AMyif si^ialde friend (fbaft-Ail 

that I should stifibr^ ii¥ ofiy intdtet^ tyioite 

ii»ime\ff6T Ith^^lf^^^y tban'I {icttribly 

ib^l^hidfa sh« th6Ugbi iheill^£feOt8t^leilbe^ 
gutft4«a against ■ '"'-^ • ' ^ 

Tbe queen gave jm entertainmisnt at 
(Srreetfwicb on the Carriage of oiie^ of her 
(k^ottrites, to Wbich she invited the Whole 
couMi tod a varieiy of masquer And other 
entt^HAintoents < ' W&re ^pirojectedl ' L^d y 
Penibtk)ke'>could' not dispense ^th 'ap- 
pearing th^re, nor could - lord Arlington. 
<^vinoed< thatf 4^e inust for ona^ he safely 
'9i$ddiili isrbeipl^opoi^^ealling in her bavgb 
ere ah^ Went tdOii^n with; dtld> convey- 
ing tne to her^ house, where/she could 
leave me in the gallery, with orders to her 
iseih^nts :ta attend' nie home whenever I 
'plei^s^;'' •• '■" • =*^ ' '^• 

*i' In' tlHB project there vtbs notlnng dis- 
honourable -^w unsafe, and I ^nbraMdit 
readily. Lord Arfington, I knew, was to 
he at Greenwich in the morning, w the 
fnidcgroom was hitf relation^ aiid I' waited 
fbr 1^ appdinted mcxnent with an^ im|«a^ 



Utfim tbm^iO^tjr wba )iviie ^ke oie «)»ple 
. It9^ iVmthmJt» «3(pcu^ jt^i$ design 

iM^#^#Mflll^ %^ as 8b« M, famfi^ i^ 

me to the care of her f^Uy, Vf}^ W^xc 
UfA^.Hiti^Mf fif» my wtemtioipi ^ ogpy a 
km^^M'^Simwsgiii^ jtbw* Iftdgr €«i4 ig> 

^^hol4»4llfl i^d I, mthet^mffjksii^, 

Jhftve riwtw^ ininpi^diai^y .*» >«*wna« I 
\mi n«lb epIeK^ the J^ou«e. It^ wan n|ent 
fi^ «oUt«iy. >^ il»it tilie jii^rripr ^^mtm^ 

"j^ j$eriirflBt§ :«W «Qtijclfi«t?4 me IfnUsi^ 

•ih^.doo^ hy ;9f)>ich I eo&er^cl to gyiffd flip 

^m wimdeffi tQ\^h0m this picture ^ 
fMt^^tivpwl lb«m. Ah> hftvr Mii^y WM.«ay 

emotion to behold the features iofUtlUilfy 
WifSfiUflJ^ An.B%y l^^wTl, |ie7^e|u«i«l.friti 

t^nmHi^ fimm fir^s^ aod tmth.i J« 
<t)i«fA9t.«if;fnrettii}gj^;fffi(Xd (th& indMRed 
^^ 4ijf hiii». wbp iw)d ii: 9kimfid J|p8i A>o«A- 

sm^i ik^tfmh <JS«ae4 prpuidly liw^ 



impassiaiied ^estarte stippUbMed fer thd 
]jSs of binl* wbcr had titod imfbediateljjr aU* 
tackect fefae ooilq»emrH-^^/ Aib^ Heav^eitv'' : 
cried I^ fteifnH}vbiiAtibg ifitortearli^^ hnm? 
I thtts long dbtmdat of glbrj/^ji lionaitr, lAit^ 
Bbortality, nor ibasideved the dangcffs, 
hy which thou ixAist afc^uire them^?^H^ 
'' Waate Adt; those predoiia ^cfis oii; aenaiew c 
less tonvaa!" said a rmce tO.ithicli my 
hem wa^ boffn to vibrate : '' behoM* tityj 
Essex him8el£--4hy fftithful JSissexy^ as truly 
thine as when this soft hand first retdrsiecl 
his arcfent pessiire !" — Ahe^ . my sister, 
wbdt, a vicissitude of poweifftd^ em<^iQiis 
toc^ possession of txiy sMly and set every 
feabure at an evaat so iiiie:q)deted' ! Pi^A" 
and honor were howeter pjnev^alent, and 
seemed to cheek the sw6etnessr of again 
bfihokHng bim.; forthoagh otty eye» auiv; 
veycd his fonki, my heart lor ttbe &st time 
seemed to shut him out, and IkM itself up . 
in utter darkness* — '' You speik.not)^ my 
bekyved^" added be^ '' oh, satisfy my ago- 
Moed hi^art, and let liae tfaSnk you know;> 
r'*^< Kfiow yotti i^y £«sex;' falteredii 



the grave obliteifite tbose features Sroml 
my- Biemory ? PaiHtps even that wants : 
the poorer — ^bat a thousand nameless mi-* 
seriea make me shrink firom the moment**-^" 
malbe.tny terrified $6ul shrink evai from 
yoaf*'^^*^ Collect' yourself^ my worshipped 
Effinori'* resume^ be,. " believe me, I eome : 
not an- artful, bl^u^ sedpce^p^^^^lianoe, and 
chance only, had erowned wishes- so-, long^ 
sttjbmitted to your wilL / It would not suffer 
thfise sacred sighs to > beconbe-cbmnion air, 
those lovely tears to fall upon the earth-^ 
it seiit me here to - profit by indulgences 
yon 'were wilKng to bestow cm my sha- 
dow.^ — ^'^ If I withhold them ifrom yout^ 
self," returned < l; endeavouring to collect 
my fluttered tfapughts, ** Impute it not to - 
my will, but to the overruling fate which 
hi^ torn us from each other. Oh, Essex,^ 
let us not venture once. to. look behind, 
but ooni^der orfly the present. The time,- 
the place, the* pensdn,' would stamp me 
with ignominy if oiii^Coveiied, and destisoy * 
the only pride, the only tolis^$iti6n; fbrtonet' 
has' left nie. I have lohg ceased tioiive tou 



the world anid to myaelf» but to my Ckxl 
and you I yet owe an exertion of the 
priqciples he gave, and you called into ac- 
tion." — ^IjTo^e deeply disordered, and at-' 
tempted to draw away my hand:; but, his; 
firmer nerves .; obstinately retained the 
trembHng prisoner, and my heart ;faeing/ 
unable to resist his piercing solicitations ior : 
a few minutes, I sat down once more with 
him by my side. Grood Heavens, while .1 . 
relate this, it appears a mere vision f^-^Did 
I really see Essex? — were my. senaesf/ 
really revived by that voice so long for* 
gotten, except when fancy recalled it?— 
ah ! I have had but too sad a conviction . 
that this has been, however strange and 
impossible it appears !-t-^^ Wrong me hot 
with supposing I would entrap you, my 
sweet Ipve," said he, ** I am even now ar- . 
rived in England ; nor, did I foresee^ when^^^ 
I yielded to pique in a secret retMm, how 
great a happiness I shpidd ensure to my- : 
self. Disgusted with the injustice of the 
doting queen, (who has graced Howard, 
with the laurels won by me), I resolved tOtt 
call my fii^ds secretly tQgethetr» iittd:i> 



IMibioke'ft jwlt ^Micr tor bolfeiet! tH^au ' 
at tnidnigMidl'«r#to t6l»tiierej^aii& i^m' 
on tb«^ w«y mo^ Ukttlt^ ti^'pvaA'itr ^fUffffi^' 
&ir Acdsion.^ By a ]lif|^e«s ih toiy fil?i' 
tnie, «i>gUeM6d Uy W«i «M tA^feum 
by tay^aOSi^^fe wsSkM ih <^is giOtefy MHHf 
ofHwdtUig : and whm t^ ^ate, \^ &[i 
Ugae of ttif journey Mid^ ohrii 1ltr<!i'v^ liff. 
self OR' the ooiEtch itit fiki- WfndbW; ahd' 
di«i^ Kbe eoitdii)/ ta^itM^lge 1^ di'^^Wf^tiM 
Wiib which I vf&>fsA§Hi: Mbvr s'^i^t^'y 
vrm ray slatnbSf disthilMi!^ by h«^ Wlto Has' 
broken so Ofany With" ^W6\*\ B^rim- 
the «ur^8e t^itlt -vHJidlt I sai^* liile^ eM^j- 
I;nMr i|^oa#eM''S«rVai3f; as'if-ftdeM^ 6y 
Idvc^ «90kiM ti«f ahdl r^S)^. ]^ri1f^<^ 
wSth aplem»eifttT!ciiaimmi(Aas:4^m'iii^ 
the pot«<«r (^ lAiWidii; I bdhieia'hm^ IbVdy 
eyes fbe^ ^ ifly iriaiAMadt^ p6ttViai^I 
saw, or jttthef H felH- ^te; tetid^ ^r^^si^ 
h«'ungasMted>sc)td''tftfel%d'. What^dt^tiy' 
ages have elaipMd^tiMeie lAytifiM HftVelilee^' 
thos pi^rmiHi^ tb fhH Hk^tA^tf^' oii Uers^ 
siii«e in this detiir hiftd P'^pied thb bUu^ 
'iB% that ni«» to Ktfvife^ ^^'^Vdbtie', its^'n^' 



my iMd^*" reamedk I, '* veeoHeet Ifhat tfaon 
pleasant d«f8, l^cMsie llatttving hopes, those 
dear wishes, a bigiiar pon^r has anHihoU 
bitod : — HOP vfkile the tie which roUbed yoa 
of this trembling hand subsist^ can I suffer 
it to be thus pressed in yours. Tet reecd^ 
tect at the same moment, the influence 
jou still have &weT my hmrt^-^an influence 
vktue akme' contests^ witib you. Ah, 
gaoAe Essex, flx not an^ angry eje upon 
me ; you knoiv not the wound you give— ■ 
the horrors yow may occasion.**— —The 
wili accent of my voioe struds even my 
own ear, and not diamig to trust it wi(^ 
another syllable, I steove to bury my agi- 
tation and sensibility in silence. Alas^! 
ilature was too highly wrouglrt. A snffi>- 
catibn^more painftil' than faindng ensued; 
and agpnized with surprise, tenderness, 
and fear, Essex would have called loudly 
for ^sistanee. 1 retained j ust sense enough' 
to^ prevent him ; &nd throwing opai a win« 
dow, he then sought to recover me by 
vows of implicit obedience. My fecultiei' 
were almost restored, when a ndse at Hhe- 
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door made me wish them for ever annihi- 
lated. No longer able to consider the just 
or proper, I threw myself for shelter into 
those arms that gladly op^ied to reoave 
me, and buried my face iii the satin cloak of 
Essex. The voice 1 dreaded rushed upon 
my ear, and increasing my terror, caused me 
to grasp, my safeguard more closely. A 
danger too pressing for apologies obliged 
that generous lover to throw me from him. 
I opened my &arful eyes, soon fixed by 
horror, to behold the swords of lord Essex 
and lord Arlington pointed at each oth^s 
bosoms. Why did not my frail and erring 
reason at this perilous moment forsake 
me? Alas, I was never more sensible of 
agony and terror ! — I thought the cry I 
sent ferth must be mortal ; but perceiving 
it insuiSBkcient either to kill me or prevent 
the bloody conflict, I started up and for- 
dbly flung myself between their swords : 
that of my husband pierced my shouldear, 
while his more skiUul adversary wounded 
and disarmed him. Inured to every kind 
of misery save this, I beheld my slrcaiiHiig 
blood with a dismay unknown b^bi^ and 
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from the faintness it occasioned, never 
doubted but that I approached the period 
so often wished for/ and pronounced my- 
self dying. Then rai;sing my eyes to the 
pale statue of Essex, who resting on the 
two swords, hung in silent agony over me, 
I adjured him to vindicate my fame ; and 
beseeching the Almighty to receive my 
guiltless spirit, and crown his future days 
with diat honour and happiness I alone 
had interrupted, I turned towards the err- 
in^ wretch beside me, with whose flowing 
blood mine mingled, and having attested 
in broken accents my innocence, deigned 
to request his forgiveness. I had no longer, 
however, power even to receive it. Ex- 
treme weakness blended for once objects 
ever before so distinct, and I ceased to feel 
for the lover, or dread the husband. 
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